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Gloria: I know 
who's involved. ; 


Pimentel: Opposition 
eyeing Rodrigo as 
witness against Mike 


By MARTIN P. MARFIL AND ARMAND N. NOCUM 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo announced yesterday 
that she would give the Ombudsman documents and an 
affidavit disclosing the findings of her own internal inves- 
tigation into allegations that her husband, Mike Arroyo, 
took a multi-million bribe to help two telecommunications 
companies seek the recall of vetoed franchises. 


The Ombudsman is under orders 
iine "who really accepted 
in the controversy that 

started when Arroyo and former 

Palace secretary Veronica "Bing" 

Rodrigo accused each other of ac- 

серп money to assist one of the 

telecom companies, which are be- 
lieved to be linked to Estrada crony 

Jaime Dichaves. 

“These are serious accusations,” 

Ms Macapagal said in her weekly 

news conference, after directing her 


dinate with the Ombudsman so that 
an official investigation can start. 

She said that she did not recall 
vetoing the franchises, earlier 
granted by Congress to Philippine 
‘Communication Clearinghouse Inc. 
(PCCI) and APC Wireless Interface 
Network Inc., which are both owned 
by Pacifico Marcelo, an Estrada ap- 
pointee to the board of the Philip- 
pine Communications Satellite 
Corp. (Philcomsat). 

“Nonetheless, we must be like 


findings to the Ombudsman,” 
declares President Macapagal 
during her press conference on 
Friday. JOANBONDOC 


Story 


Wife’s place not in the 
sala, SC tells judge 


ANG БАРАС 
NAA LEE 
с 


By С.С. YAMSUAN 


THIS wife's place is 
not in the sala, accord- 
ing to the highest court 
in the land. 

‘The Supreme Court 
has ordered a Tacloban 
City judge to minimize 

we 


Give me alternatives, Gloria tells critics 


By JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


"WHAT is your alternative program for the coun- 
try?” 

President Macapagal-Arroyo posed the 
question to the opposition, which she assailed 
for criticizing the goals she had set in her 
State of the Nation Address without provid- 
ing alternatives. 

"The people are so fed up with all these 
politicking and regard for personal interest of 


weekly press conference. 

‘She reiterated her call for a one-year morato- 
rium on political bickering to enable her admin- 
istration to fulfill her commitment to provide 
jobs, education, housing and food for millions 
of Filipinos 

“This is the golden opportunity for us leaders 
їп power and in the opposition to be united 
because of a great need. We should unite and 
help each other because of the crisis affecting 
‘our nation. Our people, especially the poor, are 


legal counsel Avelino Cruz to coor- 


GLORIA/ A4 


politicians,” 


she said in Filipino during her 


banking on us to give them a better life and a 


Break ‘weather-weather’ cycle, GMA urged 


By ROCKY NAZARENO 


ONE OF the lead public prosecutors in 
the impeachment trial of former President 
Joseph Estrada is having serious doubts 
about the Macapagal administration's 
commitment to fight corruption. 

Misamis Oriental Rep. Oscar Moreno 
yesterday issued a "Call for Reflection 
(and Resignation)” in response to "reports 
of indiscretion (and in some cases out- 
right corruption) on the part of certain 


members of the Cabinet and other ap- 
pointees to senior government positions, 
including those of government-owned or 
controlled corporations." 

"While these reports concem only a few 
of the officials appointed by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, they are, nonetheless, stil 
very disturbing,” Moreno said in a statement. 

Moreno did not name the officials sus- 
pected of “indiscretion” or "outright cor- 
ruption.” 

He said officials “should be reminded 


that our being in the frontline now is not 
merely a result of a simple change in ad- 
ministration.” 

"(The change came about) not as a 
regular part of vicious ‘weather-weather’ 
power-transfer cycle, Philippine style, in 
which the new administration anxiously 
takes its tum in enjoying the spoils of 
newly acquired power,” he said. 

Moreno said the "weather-weather" 
cycle should be broken. 

“We did not go through the painful 


process and risked our lives to grab power 
and enjoy its perks,” he said. 

Moreno was the public prosecutor who 
conducted the direct examination on PCI 
Equitable Bank executive Clarissa 
Ocampo, the witness who linked Estrada. 
to а multibillion-peso secret account. 

He called on erring officials to resign 
and “spare the Macapagal administration 
from deadweights that will certainly im- 
pede its duty of bringing a better life for 
our people.” 


MAD, 6 other party-list winners face ax 


By CATHY C. YAMSUAN 


SEVEN of the top 10 party-list candidates 
in the May elections are in danger of dis- 
‘qualification based on the Commission on 
Elections’ study on the criteria for inclu- 
sion as sectoral representatives in Congress. 

А partial compliance report filed yes- 
terday by the Comelec before the Supreme 
Court indicated that seven party-list can- 


didates did not qualify under the guide- 
lines proposed by the tribunal. 

These are Mamamayan Ayaw sa Droga 
(MAD), which gamered 9.9 percent of 
the votes cast; Association of Philippine 
Electric Cooperatives (Арес), 5.3 percent; 
Veterans Federation Party, 3.8 percent; 
Abag Promdi, 2.8 percent; Nationalist 
People’s Coalition, 2.5 percent; Lakas- 
NUCD, 2.1 percent; and Citizen's Battle 


Against Corruption, 2.1 percent. 

The high court earlier blocked the 
Comelec from proclaiming the winners in 
the party-list election until it had con- 
ducted summary evidentiary hearings to 
determine which among the 154 candi- 
dates actually qualified for sectoral slots 
in the House of Representatives. 

According to the tribunal, only party- 
list candidates that truly represent the 


marginalized sectors have nominees who 
really come from these sectors, and are 
not representing religious groups should 
qualify. 

On June 26, the high court gave the 
Comelec 30 days to conduct its hearings. 
It said that until then, the poll body could 
not proclaim the party-list winners. 

In its partial compliance report, the 
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THEY guard heir homes and refuse to leave after depositing their womenfolk at the evacuation centers; they walt, and when the eruptions shake the earth, only then do the men 


of Barangay Mabinit in Daraga, Albay, run for their lives. And so it is with the men in other villages within striking distance of the volcano. 


VALHANDUMON 


new dawn,” she said. 

The President said it was the duty of the 
opposition to provide an alternative platform of 
government so that the people could decide 
Which option was better for their welfare. 

But instead of providing an option, she said 
the opposition merely lambasted her programs 
and proclaimed that these could not be attained 
because the government lacked the money to 
Finance them. 

“It is not enough to criticize for it is very 
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Tax cuts will 
worsen deficit, 
solon warns 


“THE BIGGEST tax relief ever given by the 
‘government to the average Filipino wage earner,” 
Lakas Rep. Joey Salceda (Albay) yesterday said 
referring to the proposed tax cuts for individual 
taxpayers. 

Salceda, an economist and former stockbro- 
ker, said wage eamers would get a total tax 
relief of P28 billion, equivalent to 38 percent of 
the P72 billion being collected from them. 

“This translates into an annual increase of 
P16,500, or P1,373 a month, in the average take 
home pay of the country's 1.7 million wage 
eamers (who pay their taxes),” Salceda said. 
“This should already cover 50 percent of the 
demand for a P3,000 (monthly) wage increase." 

But Salceda said the proposed modified gross 
income tax for corporate taxpayers would create. 
a “stagnant revenue base” for the government 
and further aggravate the country's budget defi- 

He said the Department of Finance's ргојес- 
tions on the gains from the proposed business 
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Defiant Mayon 
folk say: We 
run, wereturn... 


By ROLY EMBILE 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LEGAZPI CITY—Residents of villages in the 
permanent danger zone yesterday began ventur- 
ing back to their homes despite warnings that 
more, and possibly bigger, eruptions are ex- 
pected this week from Mt, Mayon. 

The population at the 33 evacuation centers 
had swelled overnight since Thursday to more 
than 43,000, according to the latest count by the 
Albay Provincial Disaster Coordinating Coun- 
cil (PDCC). But yesterday, evacuees complain- 
ing of congestion began to leave. 

“Life in Matanag is like this,” Restituto Belga, 
71-year-old man tending his home and his 4- 
year-old granddaughter in the village in the бап- 
ger zone, told the Associated Press. “We run, 
then we return. We run, then we return.” 

The latest report from the Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and Seismology said Mayon 
had entered an effusive eruptive stage following 
Thursday's series of three eruptions that oc- 
curred at six-hour intervals starting at 7:56 a.m. 
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Cebuanos outraged by Abu trial- 


By JHUNNEX NAPALLACAN 
AND MALOU APALISOK 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—“Objection, Your 
Honors.” 

With this declaration, Cebu Gov. 
Pablo Garcia yesterday said he would 
file a manifestation before the So- 
preme Court against the high tribu- 
паїв order transferring to Cebu the 
trial of 34 suspected Abu Sayyaf ead- 
eis and member. 

iasaidbeinging the suspected mem- 
bers of бе tenorist group to Сеш would 
pose a big security threat 10 the provine and 
bere affect business and tourism. 

Citing the very same concerns, 
Zamboanga City officials had sought 
the tansfer of the trial venue from 
that Mindanao City, which the high 
Court granted the oiher day. 


But it appears nobody wants any 
high-security Abu Sayyaf trial in their 
midst as not just Garcia but many Cebu, 
political, business and civic leaders are 
lso very much opposed to holding the 
trial here. 

Even Cebu-based militant groups 
like Bayan also objected to the trans- 
fer, albeit for a different reason. They 
believe that the high-security require- 
ments of bringing suspected terrorists 
to Cebu would result in the 
"militarization" of the island province. 

Sen. John Osmefia has gone a step 
further, announcing yesterday that he 
would ‘call all Cebuano congressmen, 
mayors and other local officials to а 
meeting to express their objection to the 
Supreme Court decision through an ur- 
gent petition before the high tribunal. 

"We will file an urgent petition be- 
fore the Supreme Court. We will ask 
the court to reconsider its decision. We 
will vehemently object to that deci- 
sion,” the senator said. 


LO 


FOR THE VERY BEST 
IN BATHING 


‘Osmefia branded the 
decision as “unfortu- 
nate” and even criticized 


Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. for 
being “thoughtless.” 

Osmefia said the Chief Justice, be- 
ing a Cebuano, "should not have ai- 
lowed" the decision. 

The Cebuano senator said moving 
the trial to Cebu would "hurt" tourism 
аз the “international media will asso- 
ciate Cebu with kidnappings.” 

"You should remember that part of 
Cebu's success as a tourism destina- 
tion is its efforts to dissociate itself 
from the rest of the country through 
the slogan ‘an island in the Pacific," 
the senator said. 

Despite the downtrend in Philippine 
tourism as an offshoot of the Abu 
Sayyaf's kidnapping of tourists from 
Sipadan, Malaysia last year and from the 
Dos Palmas Resort in Palawan early this 
year, Cebu has remained a prime tourist 
destination because of its relative peace. 

However, Cebu City Mayor Tomas 
Osmeña, the senator's cousin, said he 
had no objection to holding the trial 
here as he was willing “to accept the 
challenge and the responsibility.” 

The mayor said the high court's 


destin should be vowed as a recog- 
nition of Cebu's capability of hanain 
со DIS 
t should be an opportunity for lo- 
‘al officials to show ha Cebu can sue 
Seed in conducting a peaceful vial, e 
But the mayor said he would ask 
the authorities fo upgrade police mobi- 
lization and communication facilities 
in Cebu because of the “high risk in 
volved in conducting such al 
биси. however, said Cebu should 
not take бе risk, “especially as we ше 
тю talking here of just спе Abu Sayyaf 
Dut 40 to S0 members and even leaders” 
He said Cebu wouldnt kave the appro- 
priate detention celis for te tenors poo. 
Mal Michael Manquiqui, spokes- 
person of the Armed Fortes’ Visayas 
Command, admitted that е Viscom 
camp does sot have sufficient facili- 
fies to hold many suspected Abu 
Sayyaf members 
fie said Camp Lapulapu, the 
Viacom headquarters on Barangay 
Lahug, has а stockade that can fold 
only 10 persons at mos. The stockade 


is used for holding erring soldiers 
placed on camp arrest. 

Manquiquis said one possible solu- 
tion would be to construct a new de- 
tention cell inside the camp for the 
‘Abu Sayyaf. The hearings could also 
be heard inside the camp. 

Cebu Regional Trial Court executive 
judge Galicano Ariesgado has declined to 
comment, saying it would be prudent not. 
to say anything until he receives the order. 
from the Supreme Court. 

But regional state prosecutor 
Hernando Masangkay said it would be 
too risky to hold the hearings at the 
Cebu Palace of Justice since the build- 
ing is small and located just beside the. 
Capitol building. 

"The Palace of Justice is exposed 
and too close to the Capitol where a lot 
of people transact business . . . that 
‘would really cause a lot of problems 
not only for the prosecutors but for the 
public as well,” he said. 

The Cebu Filipino-Chinese Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry 
(CFCCDpresident, Filomeno Lim, said 
holding the trial їп Cebu would be 


"bad" for the general population and 
especially for business. 

He siressed that since the Abu 
Sayyaf threat was already an interna- 
tional issue, holding the trial of its sus- 
pected members here might cause 
Cebu to suffer the same fate as 
Mindanao which, he said, has already 
been blacklisted by Western tourist or- 
ganizations. 

Lim foresees other Abu Sayyaf 
members and sympathizers coming to 
‘Cebu for the tril which, he said, could 
scare tourists, 

He said Cebu would lose its advan- 
tage as a traders’ transshipment point 
because “the psychological effect will 
be tremendous" as thousands of sol- 
diers and policemen will be mobilized 
to guard the trial venue. 

Lim urged national leaders to look 
for a "suitable place where there is less 
effect on the population and business.” 

He said he intends to call on all 
Chinese-Filipino traders to a meeting 
to study moves to support the initia- 
tives of local officials who are opposed 
to holding the trial here. 
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Moro rebs 
insist on 
pullback 


PORT DICKSON, Malay- 
sia—Moro rebels waging 
а separatist rebellion in 
Mindanao said yesterday 
hat it was too soon to tell 
whether cessefire talks 
with the Philippine gov- 
‘ernment will succeed in a 
permanent зейетети. 

Murad Ibrahim, chief 
negotiator for the’ Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front 
at talks that resumed Fri- 
day in Malaysia said that 
the government needed to 
withdraw troops from 
rebel areas in the South 
and allow thousands of 
displaced people to retum. 

"Government negotia- 
lors were sticking to а 
more narrow demand that 
а ceasefire needed to be- 
come concrete, Ibrahim 
told The Associated Press 
after morning talks. 

“It's still too early to 
predict” whether the talks 
will succeed, Ibrahim 
said. "The security aspect 
is a pre-condition to im- 
plementing the other as 
pects of the negotiations. 

‘The government team 
agreed that security issues 
needed to be resolved 
first, but refused to com- 
meni on specifics. АР 
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3 militiamen beheaded 
by Abus, says mayor 


By JULIE ALIPALA-INOT 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ISABELA CITY, Basilan—The Abu Sayyaf has be- 
headed three of its hostages, a Basilan town mayor 
claimed yesterday. 

Lantawan Mayor Tahira Ismael said her security 
personnel reported to her that militiamen Salam 
Salih, Uttoh Adjal and Hadji Abdul Karam had been 
beheaded by an Abu Sayyaf group led by brothers 
Omair and Basar Тай. 

“The beheading took place four days ago, or last 
Monday.” the mayor said. 

The militiamen, members of the Citizens Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu), were reportedly 
abducted by the bandits on July 21 while they were 
harvesting coconuts. Ismael said local officials were 
looking for the bodies of the victims. 

‘The military in Basilan, however, was still veri- 
fying the report, according to Lt. Col. Darwin 
Guerra, acting spokesperson of the Southern Com- 
mand, 

In Lamitan town, two suspected Abu Sayyaf sup- 

sorters who were arrested last week were freed yes- 
terday. 

Hayzam Sangkula, 14, a sophomore high school 
student at Claret Lamitan and Madznar Jaiyari, 26, 


were freed after they were able to clear themselves. 
of any involvement with the bandit group. 

Jaiyari, however, suffered bruises and contusions. 

inalo ako ng baril sa likod, sinuntok ako sa 
mukha, di ko naman sila makita kasi nakatakip ang 
aking mga mata (They beat me with a gun in the 
back, they punched me in the face, T could not see 
them because my eyes were covered)," Jaiyari, a 
Cafgu member since 1997, said. 

Sangkula said he was not hurt but his arresting 
officers blindfolded him. 

As the hunt for the Abu Sayyaf entered its third 
month yesterday, an intelligence officer admitted 
the military was conducting test flights on a newly 
acquired spy plane. 

“It’s more powerful than the MG-520 and is 
operated without a pilot, only by remote control 
the military official who asked not to be named said. 

He said the plane was being tested every other 

ight at Edwin Andrews Airbase in Zamboanga City. 
‘Katulad yun ng model na ginamit sa Israel. We 
will issue a formal statement pag nagamit na ito sa 
isang operation. Malaking tulong ito para sa ating 
‘operation sa Basilan at Sulu (t's similar to the 
model used by Israel. We will issue . . . statement 
when itis used in an operation. It will be a big help 
to our operations),” he said. 


Rasul on military arrest list, says Ople 


OPPOSITION Sen. Blas Ople has protested the im- 
pending arrest by the military of former ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia Abraham Rasul for being an alleged 
supporter of the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group. 

Ina press briefing yesterday, Ople зай! he had received 
epos from Rasul's family that the former ambassador 
“was very likely the brahim Rasul cited in the warrant of 
arres obtained by the military бот a local court.” 

The former ambassador is married to ex-senator 
Santanina Rasul. 

Ople said that he had already sent a “wired protest 
to Malacañang” against Rasul's impending arrest. 

He said Rasul was apparently tagged by hooded 


spies “wanting to share in the P100 million bounty" 
released by President Macapagal-Arroyo for infor- 
mation on alleged supporters and sympathizers of 
the Abu Sayyaf. 

On the first day of the congressional session this 
week, Ople filed Senate Resolution No. 97, calling 
for an investigation into human rights violations aris- 
ing from the proclamation of a "state of lawlessness 
in Basilan.” 

He also called on the Senate to investigate the 
alleged "zoning or hamleting” going on in Muslim 
Mindanao in pursuit of anti-terrorism, saying this was 
a gross violation of the Bill of Rights. Armand Nocum 
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BUREAU CIRCULAR 
No. 8 s. 2001 


July 6, 2001 


Subject: Guidelines to be Observed on the Implementation of Product Recall 
System 


Chapter ll of RA. 3720 as amended by Е О. 175, otherwise known as the "Foods, Drugs, Devices and 
Cosmetics Act” deciares it the policy of the state, “to insure safe and good quality supply of food, drug and 
cosmetics and to regulate the production, sale and traffic of the same to protect the health of the people" 


For the proper implementation of the above policy and in accordance with Chapter Il, Section 3(b) of this 
same Act and Section 12.1 of А.О. 43-А, s. 1999 with subject "Current Good Manufacturing Practice 
‘Guidelines for Drugs”, the following guidelines to be observed on the recall of ай types of regulated products. 
from the market are hereby promulgated. 


General information 


Recalls are actions taken to remove a product from the market. Recalls may be initiated by BFAD or are 
voluntary actions on the part of manufacturers and distributors to carry out their responsibilty to protect the 
public health and well-being from products that present a risk of injury or gross deception or are otherwise 
deceptive. 

‘Recalls are ап appropriate alternative method for removing or correcting marketed products, including 
their labeling and/or promotional Iterature, that violate the laws administered by the Bureau of Food and 
Drugs (BFAD). They are generally more efficient and afford equal and more timely consumer protection than 
formal administrative or civi actions, especially when the product has been widely distributed. 


2. Scope 


These Guidelines shall apply to the recall of all types of products regulated by the Bureau of Food and 
Drugs. 


BFAD Committee for Product Recall 
Health Hazard Evaluation 
Recall Classification 
Who Will Initiate Recall 
$ Firm Initiated Recall 
62 BFAD Ordered Recall 
General Procedure for Product Recall 
Public Health Alert 
Recall Strategy 
Recall Status Report 
i. Refusal By or Failure of Firm to Conduct Effective Product Recall 
Disposition of Recalled Products 


This Circular shall take effect immediately. 


е 
WILLIAM D. TORRES, Ph.0. 
Director IV 


(Note: Full text of Bureau Circular No. 8. s. 2001 is available at the Bureau of Food and Drugs, Alabang, 


Muntinlupa and in its website, bfad@doh.gov.ph) EY EI 
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9 Koreans robbed in Boracay 


A GROUP of South Korean tourists 
‘was robbed but left unharmed by gun- 
men on the world-famous Boracay is- 
Jand resort, police said yesterday. 

‘The nine South Koreans were re- 
turning to their hotel when they were 
robbed late Thursday, said Supt. 
Jimmy Rivera, acting police chief of 
Aklan province, which has jurisdic- 
tion over the island, 

Police said bamboo poles strewn 


оп а road in the village of Manok- 
Manok forced the tourists’ vehicle to 
stop. Moments later, three men armed 
‘with pistols appeared from the bushes 
and ordered them to give up their cash 
and valuables. 

"The robbers took watches, pass- 
ports and about P165,000 in cash be- 
fore leaving, Rivera said. 

‘The South Koreans, who arrived а 
few days earlier, checked out of their 
hotel and left for Manila early Friday, 


‘Isang’ threatens N. Luzon 


PUBLIC storm signal no. 2 remains 
hoisted over Isabela and Cagayan prov- 
inces, including the Calayan Islands, even 
as Tropical Storm “Isang” slowed down 
and changed course due to the develop- 
ment of a high-pressure area south of 
Hong Kong, the weather bureau reported. 

Isang continues to threaten extreme 
northern Luzon with rough to very 
Tough coastal waters, which are dan- 
gerous to all types of seacraft. 

Public storm signal no. 1 remains 
im effect over the rest of northern 
Luzon, Nueva Ecija, Aurora, northern 
Quezon, Polilio Island, the Camarines 
provinces and Catanduanes. 

The weather bureau said Isang 
‘would induce monsoon rains over the 
country, especially aver the western and 
southern sections of Luzon, including 
Metro Manila, Pangasinan, the kahar ar- 


eas in Central Luzon, the Mayon Vol- 
cano area and Western Visayas. 

Pagasa has advised residents of low- 
Jyingas well as mountainous areas to take 
‘measures against floods and landslides. 

As of 4 p.m. yesterday, satellite and 
surface data showed the center of the 
storm at 510 kilometers east southeast 
of Aparri, Cagayan, or 580 kms south- 
east of Basco, Batanes, with strongest 
winds of 95 kilometers per hour near 
the center and gustiness up to 120 kph. 

Itis forecast to move west-north- 
west at 13 kph in the general direction 
of the Cagayan-Batanes area. 

Isang is forecast to be at 230 kms 
southeast of Aparri, or 340 kms south- 
east of Basco, by this afternoon. It is 
likely to gain strength within the next 
12 hours, Pagasa warned. Andrea 


Jai alai opening soon, says solon 


THE PHILIPPINE Amusement and 
Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) is reportedly 
gearing up to resume operating jai alai 
games, despite a Supreme Court ruling it 
does not have a valid franchise to do so. 
Malabon-Navotas Rep. Federico 
Sandoval yesterday said reliable 
sources at Pagcor told him the govern- 
ment agency was "priming up for the 
re-opening of jai alai on Aug. 7." 

"My sources told me that Pagcor is 
confident the Supreme Court would act 
favorably on the second motion for re- 
consideration it filed with the court to 
operate jai alai games,” said Sandoval. 

‘Sandoval was one of four repre- 
sentatives in the Lth Congress who 
filed a petition questioning the valid- 
ity of jai alai operations under the 
Pagcor. 


The other solons were former 
Quezon City congressman turned 
housing czar Michael Defensor, 
Bukidnon Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri and 
former Cebu City Rep. Raoul del Mar. 

The high court had earlier ruled that 
the Pagcor did not have а valid fra 
chise to operate jai alai games and that 
it needed a legislative permit to do so. 

‘The court denied the Pagcor's first 
motion for reconsideration. 

‘Sandoval said he fears the-second 
motion for reconsideration pending 
before the tribunal would get its nod. 

"This is to pre-empt any efforts to 
influence the court—not io cast any 
aspersions on it but to raise an alarm 
‘ver the claims of Pagcor that it would 
be operating jai alai games by Aug. 
Sandoval said. Rocky Nazareno 


Rivera said, 

Rivera said regional police chief 
Rolando Garcia ordered him to speed 
Ыр the investigation and arrest sus- 
pects. He said the vehicle's driver was 


beach resorts have been secured to pre- 
vent a repeat of the May 27 abduction 
of 20 people, including three Ameri- 
cans, from Dos Palmas resort im 
Palawan by the Muslim extremist Abu 


San Cristobal 
Garden Homes 
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Roco wants 
elementary, HS 
tests abolished 


DAVAO CITY—Afier the Reserve Officers Train- 
ing Corps (ROTC), the National Standard Aptitude 
Test (NAT) and the National Elementary Achieve- 
ment Test (NEAT) may be the next school require- 
ments to be abolished. 

Education Secretary Raul Roco said Thursday the 
NSAT does not really measure the aptitude of students 
‘orhow much they leamed after four years of high school 

“They (БАТ and NEAT) give distorted results be- 
cause students only review for them for one month and 
they are given all the questions and answers" Roco said. 

Не said, however, he could not just abolish the 
two tests without consulting with the different school | 
officials. "But if you give me a resolution, 1 could 
abolish them tomorrow," he said. 

Roco said he would leave it to the schools to | 
formulate their own aptitude tests to assess the capa- 
bilities of their students. 

1ш this manner, he said, schools could adopt tests that 
were more suitable to their own needs and expectations 

"What may work for Ateneo de Davao University may 
not work for the University of the Philippines "he sid. 
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Roco said although some schools may adopt 
much harder tests than others, the tests would even- 
tually level out. 

He said the P132-million budget for conducting 
NSAT and NEAT tests for elementary and high school 
pupils would be better spent for the salaries of teachers. 

‘The NSAT was adopted in 1995 after students 
and their parents demanded the replacement of the 
National College Entrance Exam (NCEE), with а 
less discriminatory aptitude test. 

Roco said the NCEE had become a source of 
corruption where the students could buy questions 
and answers, and even grades. 

In the past weeks, college students taking ROTC 
have been protesting the compulsory graduation re- 
quirement, citing its “irrelevance” in these times and 
the corruption endemic in the corps of officers. 

This after a University of Santo Tomas student 
Mark Uy was allegedly killed by his ROTC officers 
afier he exposed corruption in the corps. 

Joel Escovilla, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Fear of bugging 
bugs Erap lawyers 


NOW they are bugged about bugging. 

Lawyers of ousied president Estrada are now wor- 
ried that the presidential suite of the Veterans Me 
morial Medical Center where the ousted leader is 
confined could be “bugged.” 

Using this as a new argument, the defense law- 
yers pressed the Sandiganbayan's 3rd Division to 
immediately resolve their motion to have Estrada 
placed under house arrest, as well as another motion 
to allow their client a "home visit.” 

Explaining their “seeming paranoia," Estrada 
lawyer Rene Saguisag said in his motion filed on 
‘Thursday thatthe intelligence community would pre- 
sumably “feel obligated, as in duty bound, to moni- 
tor lead accused (Estrada)." 

He said the Estradas needed to be allowed to 
“confer with us in some office or preferably their 
homes" as there were certain things that a client 
would have to discuss with his lawyer that should 
not be for public consumption. 

But Ombudsman Aniano Desierto commented 
that this was a "wrong presumption.” 

He challenged the Estrada lawyers to raise the 
suspected bugging in court. 

He said the defense was just using this as an 
excuse to go around the court's ruling against their 
motion for house arrest and home visit. 

Meanwhile, the Sandiganbayan yesterday re- 
solved a prosecution motion to censure or cite for 
contempt the Estradas and their lawyers for speak- 
ing publicly against the court. 

Instead of the censure, which Desierto had ini- 
tially sought, the court just "reminded" the defense 
and prosecution not to mock the court's integrity 
and independence, Donna S, Cueto 
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Sayyaf group. 
"The group was also blamed for an 
island resort near Davao 


among those being questioned but is 
not yet considered a suspect. 

The incident occurred despite as- 
‘Surances from authorities that pop 
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Gloria: I know who's involved 


(From page A1) 


Caesar's wife. We must be above suspicion," 
Ms Macapagal told reporters, even as she re- 
peated that her husband had rejected the alle- 
gations. 

“We will have to get to the bottom of things. 
No ifs, no buts,” the President said, although 
Mike Arroyo had earlier dismissed his exchange 
of accusations with Rodrigo as a “misunder- 
standing between friends.” 

Ina statement released by their lawyers yes- 
terday, the two telecom companies “denied they 
paid any money to, or bribed any person, in or 
outside the government, in seeking a reconsid- 
eration of President Macapagal's veto on their 
franchise application.” 

Ms Macapagal revealed that she already 
knew the identities of the people who were 
probably involved in the controversy, but de- 
clined to name names. 

*1 did conduct my own internal investiga- 
tion and I know many things already about who 
are probably involved,” the President said, 

"But it's not for me to say it's not my hus- 
band. Let somebody say it. And it's not for me 
to say who are involved. Let somebody else say 
it,” she added. 

Mike's idea 

She said that it was her husband's idea to 
have himself investigated because he wanted the 
truth to come out. Arroyo flew to the United 
States on vacation after the allegations made 
headlines. 

"The First Gentleinan is looking forward to 
facing his accusers in court upon his retum from 
the US sometime next week," Ms Macapagal 
said. 

"So aside from my own investigation, which 
is for my own satisfaction, (we want to know) 
who these people have been in cahoots with 
along the whole trail,” she said. 

‘The President said she first thought of call- 
ing for the investigation of her husband in her 
State of the Nation Address, in which she en- 
‘couraged the Presidential Anti-Graft Commis- 
sion to investigate allegations of graft in high 
places. 

She said that she decided against it since the 
Presidential Anti-Graft Commission is directly 
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under her authority. 

“I decided against it, as they would say it’s 
not independent. So it has to be somebody in- 
dependent," she said. 


The usual suspects? 

The lawyers of PCCI and APC Wireless de- 
nied 

in response to communications officials’ 
suspicions that Marcelo was acting for Dichaves. 

The two vetoed bills would have granted 
franchises to the firms to operate a telecom 
clearinghouse and a new nationwide telecom 
system. 

Under the administration of Joseph Estrada, 
a similar franchise scheme was being worked 
out by Marcelo and other Estrada nominees їп 
the board of the sequestered Philcomsat, but 
their plans were overtaken by People Power II. 

Marcelo was also a consultant of Dialogue 
‘Communications, the telecom trading company 
controlled by Estrada front man Dichaves. 

In addition to Marcelo, lawyer Edward 
Serapio, Estrada's former lawyer and now his. 
co-accused in the cx-President's plunder case, 
‘was also appointed by Estrada to the Philcomsat 
board, but never took his place on the board 
because of the Juctengate scandal 

The lawyers for the concerned companies 
said that “as far as PCCI and APC are con- 
сетей, all business transactions were above- 
board and we did not break any international 
or local laws in pursuing our respective fran- 
chises, considering that several international 
companies had indicated interest in funding the. 
venture." 

They said the stockholders "are all legitimate. 
businessmen” with the "appropriate technical 
preparation" in the industry. 

“We hold in high respect the decision of the 
President and we shall not do anything that will 
lead persons to commit crime and violate laws," 
the lawyers’ statement read. 

Opposition and Bing 

Ombudsman Aniano Desieto earlier said that 
his office would not touch the case because Ar- 
royo was a “private citizen.” 

The President appealed to the opposition to 
“suspend judgement” on the case and refrain 
from expioiting the controversy for partisan 
considerations. 

The Senate plans to investigate the allegations. 
But a problem cropped up after Sen. Joker Ar- 
royo declined to head the Senate Blue Ribbon 
‘Commitice, and offered the chairmanship to Sen- 
ate Minority Floor Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 

In a radio interview, Senator Arroyo denied 
that the proposed investigation of Mike Arroyo 
was the reason for his reluctance to head the 
committee. 

“This has nothi 
he said. 

Ina press briefing, Pimentel admitted that the 
opposition has been talking to Rodrigo, but has not 
come up with any solid evidence against Arroyo. 


to do with Mike Arroyo," 


"Somebody is talking to her upon my (sug- 
gestion). I won't say who, but somebody is do- 
ing that,” he said, amid reports that the opposi- 
tion has been keeping Rodrigo in a safe house 
to prepare her testimony against Arroyo in a 
proposed Senate blue ribbon inquiry. 

No evidence 

"We have no evidence yet, We will not hit 
anybody unless we are backed up by evidence, 
lest we get burned," he said. 

ight now, we are in the process of com- 
piling, collecting and inviting the submission 
of appropriate evidence in relation to the prob- 
lem of Mr. Mike Arroyo," he added. 

The opposition reportedly hopes to turn 
Rodrigo into a "Chavit Singson," the 
whistleblower in Estrada's Juetengate scandal, 

Pimentel admitted that the opposition camp 
was priming Rodrigo as a witness against Ar- 
Toyo. "It is my view that before we invite Bing 
Rodrigo, we should already have cvidence by 
then. know what she will testify upon. We will 
not summon her only to find out that she will 
play a different tuno," he said, 

But in a telephone interview with the In- 
QuineR, Pimentel said that he had "not even 
talked to her" yet. 

"I'm setting up a meeting with her,” he said, 
as he denied reports that she was in hiding. 

Pimentel said the opposition had received re- 
ports that three unnamed friends of Arroyo who 
also allegedly accepted bribes had also left for 
the United States. 

"What cannot escape my suspicious mind is 
that some of the people involved in this con- 
troversy . . . are reportedly also in the United 
States,” Pimentel said. 


Call *em all 

In a radio interview, Sen, John Osmefia said 
all Palace officials—from the executive secre- 
tary to members of the Presidential Manage- 
ment Staff—who reviewed the veto reconsid- 
eration requests should also be asked to testify 
before the Senate, 

After Ms Macapagal vetoed the two fran- 
chise bills in April, the companies sent a letter 
to the Palace asking her to reconsider her veto. 

A copy was also sent to Congress, and then House 
Speaker Feliciano Belmonte forwarded the letter to 
the Palace, but told Presidential Legislative Liaison 
Officer Gabriel Claudio not to act on it. 

Only Congress, through an act supported by 
two-thirds of the members of each chamber, can 
override a presidential veto, 

Nonetheless, several people lobbied for the 
"recall" of the veto, according to both Claudio and 
Pantaleon Alvarez, secretary of the Department 
of Transportation and Communication (DOTC). 

Among the alleged lobbyists was a former 
DOTC consultant, Malou Мийет, whom 
Alvarez recently accused of blackmailing him 
‘with the threat of a sexual harassment suit if he 
did not intervene in favor of the telecom firms. 
With reports from Vic Agustin 
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Philip Morris _ Spratly code in place 
by September-Guingona 


says ‘sorry’ 
for Czech study 


NEW YORK- Tobacco giant Philip Morris apolo- 
giaed Thursday for a study commissioned last month 
фу its Czech affiliate that outlined сон savings for 
Cech Republic from smoking, eluding the prema- 
tore death of smokers 

ina company release, Philip Morris said the report 
“exhibited terrible judgment as well as a complete and 
unacceptable disregard of basie human values.” 

"The decision io commission the study was "not 
just a terrible mistake. It was wrong. АП of us at 
Philip Morris, no matier where we work, are ex- 
tremely sorry for this,” said the release, 

"No опе benefits from the very real, serious and 
significant diseases caused by smoking.” it said. 

"The report, which was carried out in early July by 
consulting firm Arthur Lite on Philip Morris” be- 
alf, ошса a number of economic benefits that 
Smoking can provide for a country’s budget. 

“These included the health care savings stemming 
from early smoking-related deaths as well в tax 
тшше: on tabasco sles: с 

“According to the report te premature demise o 
smokers saved the Czech government between $23.8 
millon and $30.1 million on health care, pensions 
and housing fr the elderly in 1999. 

Even afer the cost of caring for sick smokers and 
people made il by second-hand smoke, the report 
Concludes that in 1999 the government had а net 
gain of $147.1 million from smoking 

А the time of з release, he company said the 
report was aimed at defusing criticism by the Czech 
government tha its products have actually been 
‘weighing on government finances. 

"Fhe report drew angry protests from anti-tobacco 
activists inthe United States and Europe culminat- 
ing їп а demonsiration outside the company's New 
York headquarters this week 

“че understand the outage that hes been ex- 
pressed and we sincerely regret this extraordinarily 
Unfortunate incident,” Philip Morris said: 

But Matthew Myers of the Campaign for To- 
baceo-Free Kids called the apology “a cynical act af 
damage contol unless the company also supports 
rel change to reduce the deadly ol of tobacco" 

Myers noted that а Wall Street Journal report 
said Philip Morris was preparing similar studies in 
Poland, Slovakia. Hungary and Slovenia. 

"These studies show the lenis io which Philip 
Morris i willing o go o block elective government 
action to reduc tobacco use = We dont reed any 
тоге empty apologies ог publie relations gestures Г 
Philip Moms is serious, И should support effective 
policies that can bring about a real reduction inthe 
Bath and disease caused by is produis.” AFP 
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HANOI, Vietnam—A "code of conduct" to help 
prevent armed clashes over disputed territories 
in the South China Sea is likely to be approved 
by September, Vice President Teofisto Guingona 
said yesterday. 

Guingona, who is also the concurrent foreign sec- 
retary, said he is optimistic the code will be approved 
by all the claimants before a meeting of Southeast 
‘Asian foreign ministers that month in New York. 

‘The claimants have been working on a code 
of conduct for more than a year and have reached 
agreement on most issues, but continue to differ 
over what areas of the sea it would cover. 

“The Philippines has prepared a compromise 
that removes any reference to а specific geo- 
graphical area, Guingona said. 

“Just don't mention it,” he said, referring to 
the region covered. 

‘Six governments have conflicting claims to parts of 
the South China Sea, which is considered one of Asia's 
‘most dangerous potential flshpoints. Busy shipping 
Tanes pass гошуп the area, which also has ich fishing 
grounds and is thought 1o lie atop ой and gas deposits 

Four Asean governments, along with China and 


Taiwan, have conflict- 
ing claims othe Spratly 
Island group Ш the 
South China Sea. 
"The Philippines and 
China bod clim 
Scarborough Shoal, а 
rich fishing ground far 
ther noni in e sea, 
while Vietnam. and 
China have compen 
сн А» dams to the Parei ko 
7 lands to the southwest 
GUINGONA The disputes have 
sparked some small armed clashes over the years 

China has reportedly resisted efforts 1o incide 
the Paracel islands in he code. 

Корп minis from бе Acciaio of Southeast 
Asian ton plan meet in pene on ihe snes 
f= UN General Assembly sesion in New York 

Assn groups Brune, Cambodia Indonesiá, Laos, 
Malaysia. Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

"The Asean members claiming part or all of the 
Spralys are the Philippines, Brun, Malaysia and 
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RP to buy cheaper 
drugs from India 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
said yesterday the Philippines 
would import medicine from In- 
dia to cut by half the average cost 
of over-the-counter drugs. 

А presidential statement said 
Arroyo met with outgoing Indian 
ambassador to Manila Santinder 
Kurhar Uppal and relayed to him 
“the crucial need for keeping the 
prices of medicines down” in the 
Philippines. 

The trade department was al- 
ready expecting shipments of at 
east eight of the most widely used 
locally prescribed medicines, it 
said. 

The shipment costs P20 mil- 
lion ($370,400), but would have 
cost five times higher if bought 
from local pharmaceutical com- 
panies, Arroyo said. 

Most medicines here are sup- 


plied by western pharmaceutical 
companies who hold the patents 
for their drugs and sell them at 
high prices. > 

Tndian pharmaceutical compa- 
nies have for years been making 
cheaper, generic drugs, undercut- 
ting the multinationals but at the 
risk of incurring the wrath of glo- 
bal trading bodies. 

But in April the world's big- 
gest pharmaceutical manufactur- 
ers abandoned a lawsuit against 
the South African government, 
leaving it free to buy cheap anti- 
AIDS drugs and paving the way 
for other countries to do the same. 

In her first state of the nation 
address to Congress, Arroyo on 
Monday pledged to cut by 50 per- 
cent the cost of medicines to 
make them more affordable to 
poor Filipinos. AFP 
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Fragile 


ENATORS broke their leadership impasse on the eve of 
the opening of the 12th Congress with the election of 
Sen. Franklin Drilon as Senate president. Drilon won 13- 
11, a result that illustrates how precarious the balance of power 
in the Senate is. The balance rests on the fulcrum of just two 
votes. This should warn the Macapagal administration that it 
has to walk through a minefield to get 
her legislative agenda approved by 
the Senate. A close look at the align: 
ment in the Senate shows the fragility of the administration's 
control of the Senate. 

One way of looking at Drilon's election is that President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has asserted her political dominance 
over Congress with the capture of the speakership of the House 
and the Senate presidency by people of her choice. Some 
senators, among them Aquilino Pimentel Jr., Sergio Osmefia 
Ш and Blas Ople, have denounced presidential intervention in 
the selection, saying this was an infringement on the indepen- 
dence of Congress. 

Protestations of legislative independence are old hat and 
have in fact become ritualistic, so they are not unexpected. The 
reality is that the presidency is the most powerful branch, and 
it is a political truism that what the President wants, the 
President gets. If this was true with Manuel Quezon or Joseph 
Estrada, it is true with Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Pimentel's denunciation of intervention on grounds of 
legislative independence sounds hollow and self-serving. He 
was Drilon’s rival for Senate president. In fact, Edgardo 
Angara's Laban ng Demokratikong Pilipino and Estrada's 
Puwersa ng Masa (which compose the largest Senate bloc with 
eight votes) rallied behind him. During Estrada’s presidency, 
Pimentel was not the most outspoken defender of the Senate's 
independence. True, he was one of 10 senators who voted to 
open the second envelope in the impeachment trial of Estrada, 
but the 11-10-vote that kept the envelope sealed was not the best 
evidence of the glory of the Senate' s independence relative to 
the executive. The Senate majority's subservience to then 
President Estrada preempted the Chief Justice’s option to rule 
on the opening of the second envelope and scuttled the 
impeachment process. It left the Senate severely damaged as a 
key institution of Philippine democracy. Pimentel used that 
disgraceful vote of the Senate to prop up his quest for the 
Senate presidency on grounds of the Senate’s independence. 
He used the wrong argument. 


Bizarre 


НЕ OTHER bewildering and bizarre outcome of the 

Senate organization is that Pimentel is now the minority 

leader although his party has only two seats: those of 
Pimentel himself and Sergio Озтейа Ш. This defies logic. The 
real minority is Angara's LDP which can count eight votes. 

No doubt, the decisive factor in Drilon’s election was that 
the President backed him and applied suasive efforts (read, 
pressure) to secure his election. Drilon had a small core base of 
Support. With the support of four Lakas holdovers and the four 
People Power Coalition newcomers (a total of eight), Drilon 
had o win five more senators. The deadlock was decided by the 
vote of an independent, Sen. Noli de Castro. 

The decisive role of independents as swing votes—one is 
not sure whether two senators will switch sides over such 

sues as rewards (i.e., committee chairmanships)—emphasizes 
instability in the Senate that can pose a problem to the passage 
of administration measures. 

The important point is that there must be a legislative agenda 

ted by the administration in coordination with the Senate 
majority. To avoid unnecessary risks, the administration must 
present a lean and very focused agenda that does not contain 
more than six items. Then itcan narrow the field of combat with 
the opposition on key items against which the opposition can 
propose its own agenda. Thus, the issues can be joined. 

So far, the Macapagal administration has demonstrated a 
capacity to get things done despite the political turbulence following 
her assumption of the presidency. It pushed through the last 
Congress the power reform bill. It installed its own people аз 
Senate president and Speaker of the House. It can hold its thin 
majority in the Senate. But in case a new leadership challenge 
arises, which is not unexpected, the reason will not spring from the 
senators’ undying loyalty tothe cause of legislative independence. 
Self-interest is a more compelling motivation. 
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Intruders in the sky 


I SUPPOSE it was too much to expect, but I was 
hoping President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo would 
mention something in her State of the Nation 
Address last Monday about the obtrusive airplanes 
that have molested the residents of Merville and 
adjacent subdivisions these many years. 

1 say this in jest but not to trivialize the mat- 
ter. It is in fact completely serious. I concede, of 
course, that it had no place in the Sona, which 
was understandably limited to the weightier prob- 
lems besetting the nation. But I'm still hoping 
President Macapagal will consider the difficul- 
ties of the residents of Merville that, despite their 
comparative insignificance from the national 
viewpoint, still deserve her concer. 

This problem has harassed us since the Aquino 
administration but we have received no relief so 
far despite our continuing complaint. The Ramos 
administration paid no heed to our protests even 
with our support from Gen. Jose Almonte, one of 
its most influential figures and himself a Merville 
resident. The Estrada regime was also indifferent, 
‘apparently being more interested in cultivating Из 
cronies, including the airline owners. 

We in Merville do not pretend that our com- 
plaint is as massive or urgent as ће problem of 
poverty, which properly received the President's 
attention in her address. Nevertheless, although 
limited in scale, the intrusion of the abusive air- 
planes into our right of repose and to a healthful 
environment is something that the government 
cannot indefinitely disregard as a minor matter 
not worth considering. 

The more our officials tur a dear ear to our 
entreaties, the more we in Merville will become 
actually deaf. This is neither fiction nor hyper- 
bole. Semito Alparce, our lead community cru- 
sader against the airplanes, is now suffering, 
probably like many others in our subdivision, 
from impaired hearing. This is a physical fact 
that he attributes to the oppressive roar of the 
airplanes flying directly over his house at all 
hours of the day every day of the week. , 

‘Those speaking with us on the telephone are 
familiar with the annoying interruptions caused 
by the rude airplanes that drown out our conver- 
sation as they rend the air above us. If President 


‘THE ONLY opposition senator whose comments 
оп President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's State 
of the Nation Address made any sense was Loi 
Estrada, who said something to the effect that 
she was glad that Ms Macapagal was pushing 
through with her husband’s programs. Actually, 
Loi hit it right on the nose, because the targets 
that the President announced were based on the 
Medium Term Philippine Development Plan 
(MTPDP) 2001-2004, which perforce is very 
similar to Joseph Estrada's “Angat Pinoy,” the 
name given to the MTPDP 1999-2004. 

say perforce because after all, Ms Macapagal 
was very much involved in the formulation of 
Angat Pinoy since she headed its social reform 
and development committee. I haven't actually 
read the latest plan (it isn’t out yet, awaiting a 
final workshop in Malacaiiang next Tuesday), but 
based on her Sona, it is clear that the key themes 
are the same. 

There may be a difference in emphasis, 
though. The new plan gives much greater em- 
phasis to good governance, agricultural modem- 
ization, tourism and information and communi- 
cations technology. Which also makes good 
sense. 

Given the similarities between the two plans, 
‘one has to wonder how Sen. Nene Pimentel, who 
was a member of the Angat Pinoy Plan steering 
committee, can be such a bitter critic, with his 
unflattering comments about the similarities be- 
tween Ms Macapagal's targets and Sunshine Joe 
de Venecia's offering-the-moon promises. 

Sen. Edgardo Angara can be asked the same 
thing. Afterall, he was also a member of the steer- 
ing committee and chaired the agriculture, agrar- 
ian reform and natural resources planning com- 
mittee. Of course, Angara came in rather late (he 
had to wait a year before getting the agriculture 
portfolio) but on the other hand, Willy Dar was 
терщей to be only warming Angara's seat, and 
Angara's men were already in position in the 
department. 

4 v 
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Macapagal takes the trouble to call up any of us in 
Merville during the daytime, she'll realize but 
will not hear—what we're talking about. Maybe 
she can try it, if only to test what I'm saying. 

The protection of the environment is an inter- 
national effort in which we in the Philippines 
should be actively involved. This project calls not 
only for the cleansing of the air and the waters but 
also the eradication of the causes of noise pollu- 
tion. It is not enough that we conserve our forests 
and preserve the animals from indiscriminate 
slaughter and extinction. lis vitally necessary that 
human beings also—indeed, above everything 
else—are protected from the man-made assaults 
that threaten their health and well-being. 

Other countries more developed than the Phil- 
ippines have placed more value on the welfare of 
their citizens than on the compulsions of commerce 
and progress. Airplanes causing excessive noise 
have been banned from their territories or required 
to install effective noise diffusers to prevent their 
racket from polluting the environment. By ironic 
contrast, our government has cynically allowed our. 
own airplanes to impose their noise upon our own 
people to the prejudice of their peace a 
Our officials obviously regard our own сй 
less important than the demands of profit for the 
taipans who operate the offending airlines. 

If the government is not much bothered by the 
inconveniences we adults endure from the arrogant 
airplanes, it should at least manifest its concem for 
the health and lives of our children. These tots аге 
more susceptible to the danger of incurring long- 
term damage to their eardrums if not their psyche 
from the oppressive noise they have to bear. For 
their sake, if not of their elders, the government 
should earnestly pursue the eradication of the op- 
pressive airplane noise once and for all 


Cheap shot 


Solita Collas- 
Monsod a 


The other opposition legislators who figured 
very large in the Estrada administration also re- 
ally have no business throwing stones at Ms 
Macapagal's plans now, when they made us be- 
lieve that Estrada's plans then were achievable. 
But while I can understand why cheap politicians. 
and cheap shots go hand in hand, somehow I 
expected more from Pimentel and Angara. 

The politicians" main gripes are: (1) there are 
too many targets—not enough focus: (2) it would 
‘cost too much to achieve them, and therefore they 
are not achievable; and (3) they're the wrong tar- 
gets and won't help the poor 

On the other hand, ironically, some critics 
from civil society believe that the President 
Macapagal's targets don’t go far enough to lift 
the poor out of their poverty. Others underscore 
ideological differences: the targets are doomed 
1o failure because they are based on a free enter- 
prise/globalization/WTO framework. Still others 
assert that all these Sonas are the same anyway, 
and since the others failed, there is no reason to 
think that this one will succeed. One even claimed 
that without a fixed exchange rate combined with 
currency and capital controls à la Malaysia, no 
way would the targets be achieved. 

So what is one to think? 

Well, for one, itis very hard to disagree with 
targets that have to do with more and better edu- 
cation, more and better jobs, adequate housing 
and food on the table. Those are motherhood 
statements. 

For another, one can argue until kingdom 
come about the flaws of a market-based economy, 


n 


Let it not be said that we have tolerated this 
imposition and in effect condoned it. The truth is 
that we have never stopped complaining about 
it, The Air Transport Office has been of litle help. 
if at all. Roilo Golez, our former congressman. 
has come and gone and with him his promise of 
a legislative investigation of our plight. Mayor 
Joey Marquez also pledged to do something. 
which, as it turned out, was to divide his time 
between his public office and his TV career. Не 
can't even collect the garbage in our city. 

1 hope our new congressman, Rep. Eduardo 
Zialcita, who also resides in Merville, can do bet- 
ter. As one also assailed by the noise of the intru- 
sive airplanes, he should be able to personally 
understand our common predicament and act 
тоге resolutely against it where his predecessor 
has failed. Perhaps Edsa can prove the familiar 
adage that а new broom sweeps clean. 

T realize that it's not easy to go against the 
airlines responsible for these disturbances that 
have bedeviled Merville and nearby areas all 
these years. I suppose they exert a great deal of 
influence on the government compared to the few 
thousands of us residents who are suddenly re- 
membered only during election time and then 
blithely ignored for the next three years. In this 
mercenary. age, business considerations far out- 
weigh the interests of ordinary citizens like us. 
who have become used to tilting at windmills. 

If all else fails, as it has failed so far, our last 
resort must be to the President of the Philippines. 
where the buck stops. For years we have been 
oppressed by the intrusive airplanes with the ac- 
tive support of the Air Transport Office and the 
indifferent neglect of our elective representatives 
in Congress and Parafiaque City. It is time for 
the government to put a stop to this injustice and 
recognize the supremacy of human rights over 
its idolatrous worship of the profit peso. 

The Constitution gives the residents of 
Merville the right, as part of their freedom of 
expression, to petition the government for redress 
of their grievances. 1 hope the administration of 
President Macapagal will hear us this time and 
finally grant us the relief we have so far been 
demanding in vain. 


but let's face it, there is no country in the world. 
with the possible exception of North Korea, that 
has not accepted a market system in one form or 
another. It is the government-market mix that 
the issue, not whether or not free enterprise 
should be allowed. 

For a third, while Ms Macapagal and Erap 
have similar MTPDP, the similarity ends there. 
Ms Macapagal's Sona has at least 35 specific and 
‘measurable targets, against which we can judge 
her performance; Erap's had very few (with the 
notable exception of “Walang kaibigan....").Ms 
Macapagal is very familiar with the MTPDP: 
Erap's interest ended with the naming of his 
“Angat Pinoy.” Ms Macapagal knows that if she 
doesn't deliver on these targets (assuming Con: 
gress cooperates with her requests for legislation) 
her chances for reelection in 2004 are nil; Erap 
had no such Sword of Damocles. The corruption 
charges that the opposition are trying to smear 
Ms Macapagal with (using the Bing Rodrigo. 
Mike Arroyo revelations) ignore the fact that Ms 
Macapagal was not involved in any transaction, 
and never changed her veto, which was the aim 
of the alleged bribe. Erap was allegedly directly 
involved in all the corruption charges against him. 

So the argument really boils down to two: 
issues: one is whether the government has the 
financial resources necessary to рш its money 
where its mouth is with regard to the targets it 
has put forward. And the other is whether the 
government has the managerial resources or con 
petence to achieye the target 

The answer to the first is an unequivocal yes. 
if only because Budget Secretary Emy Boncodin. 
is not only competent, she would die first before 
putting her boss at risk. The answer to the sec 
ond is arguably yes: President Macapagal we 
through those targets at least five times with the 
Cabinet secretaries involved. Plus, she knows 
what the consequences of failing to reach those 
targets are. 

Bets, anyone? 
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Trains to decongest Metro Manila 


' SENATE President Franklin Drilon, in his inaugural 
speech last Monday at the Senate, pledged. among 
„other things, to promote industrial peace. I have little 
‘doubt that Drilon would do this as Senate chief, for 
this is one of his legacies in the Department of Labor 
“and Employment that he headed from 1987 to 1990. 
-In fact, promoting industrial peace was an achievement 
"of Drilon tha first caught my attention way back when 
“hardly knew him. 

Human rights lawyer Bobbit Sanchez. was Cory 
:Aquino's first labor minister, but his tenure was soon 
“marred by strikes that escalated to alarming propor- 
tions, despite his links to labor groups. After Sanchez 
resigned from the Cabinet to run for the Senate, his. 
deputy. Drilon, took his place. At first I had misgiv- 
ings about how the labor sector would take to Drilon 
‘as he had been а longtime corporate lawyer. To the 
surprise of many, the number of strikes declined dra- 
‘matically during his watch. This has to be ascribed to 
Drilon’s amiable style of conflict resolution 

Sen. Joker Arroyo has intimated that he does 
not want to get the chairmanship of the powerful 
Senate blue ribbon committee, and that Sen. Nene 
Pimentel, who used to chair И in the old Congress 
prior to becoming Senate president, could have it 
if he wished. This has led to speculations that Joker 
is hesitant to tackle the alleged bribery case involv- 
ing First Gentleman Mike Arroyo. 

1 doubt, though, that this is the reason. Joker 
has tackled far tougher cases during the martial 
law years from which he never flinched. I suspect 
it's because he knows that the blue ribbon com- 
mittee has the heaviest workload. Joker is basi- 
cally a guy who wants to be comfortable, espe- 
cially now that he's getting on in years. That com- 
mittee, which is referred to as the “tambakan” of 
the Senate, received 118 referrals in the last Con- 
gress, or an average of one referral every two ses- 
sion days. Pa 

Former Negros Rep. Mike Romero and his wife 
Menchu hosted a lovely dinner recently for retired. 

Philippine Ambassador to the UN Philip Mabilangan 
and his wife Ada (Mabilangan has since been appointed 
as a member of a powerful UN oversight committee. 
based in New York). Among the guests were Speaker 
Joe de Venecia, and it is а tribute to the long friend- 
‘ship between Romero and him that his first socials 
after assuming the speakership was that dinner. Since 
Romero and De Venecia are first-class raconteurs the. 
dinner lasted till past midnight 

‘We were all impressed by the way De Venecia is 
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handling the unenviable task of apportioning commit- 
tee chairmanships among House members. For instance, 
three members wanted the labor committee. Ruben 
‘Torres of Zambales (FVR's former executive secretary). 
Kristel Lagman-Luistro of Albay and Crispin Beltran 
of Bayan Muna. De Venecia felt, however, that he 
couldn't accommodate апу one of these three progres- 
sive representatives as they would “frighten the inves- 
tors.” De Venecia's solomonic decision: include the la- 
bor chairmanship among the 15 committees tobe given 
to a major pillar of his "Sunshine Coalition,” the Na- 
tionalist People's Coalition, which has 55 House mem- 
bers. "I let NPC leader Gilbert Teodoro worry about 
it" he said. NPC chose Zamboanga del Norte Rep. 
Roseller Barinaga, а logical choice since he held the 
‘same post in the last Congress. 

In his efforts to unite the House, De Venecia gets 
ample help from wife Gina de Venecia. He has nomi- 
nated erstwhile rival Butch Abad to join President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo on her trip to Kuala 
Lumpur next month, while wife Gina invited new 
Rep. Cynthia Villar to join her and former Rep. 
Emily Lopez on a trip to Шап City to condole with 
Lanao del Norte Rep. Alipio Badelles on the death 
of his mother Rosa. Cynthia earlier sent shock 
waves to the House floor when she voted, together 
with 16 other representatives, for Rep. Carling 
Padilla for Speaker. Apparently Cynthia resented 
Lakas’ fielding a candidate against her last May 
14 in Las Piñas, for which she blamed De Venecia, 
the Lakas chair, even though her husband Manny 
ran for the Senate under the PPC. Gina's invita- 
tion to Cynthia was obviously part of the efforts to 
‘woo her to Lakas. 

National Anti-Poverty Commission (ЧАРС) sec- 
retary general Ging Quintos Deles, in a guest appear- 
ance on the d2RH anti-poverty show hosted by Cecile 
‘Guidote-Alvarez last Sunday evening, which this col- 
ummist co-hosts, expounded on the various pillars of 
the anti-poverty strategy of the administration. We 
sought to make her speak in concrete terms so that she 


would be understood by the radio audience. For in- 
Stance, Deles explained that the government's micro- 
lending program, which i being implemented by the 
МАРС based оп the famous and highly successful 
Grameen system in Bangladesh, is funded by the Land 
Bank and the Asian Development Bank, and coursed 
through the People’s Credit and Finance Corp. The 
Joans to small, mostly women entrepreneurs operate 
on the principle of peer pressure: loans are guaranteed 
by one's colleagues, usually neighbors. Deles stressed 
that at the moment there are about 300,000 small bor- 
Towers, but the administration wants to push for one 
million new borrowers by 2004. 

In tis regard it should be mentioned that in a re- 
cent meeting with bankers, De Venecia encouraged 
them to help the government's micro-lending scheme 
by sening up at least two such facilities їп various re- 
‘ions of the country. The bankers agreed, and docu- 
ments are"being rushed by the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas for 80 micro-lending facilities. 

Deles also spoke of anti-poverty programs in 
human development where government is commit- 
ted to rendering basic education, health shelter and 
other basic needs. There are the “Gloria Laban- 
Gera” rolling stores in the 1,090 most depressed 
areas of the country, including some 30 barangays 
identified as "Kalahi" sites in the National Capital 
Region. 

Deles also spoke of efforts to make life in Metro 
Manila more livable. One way is to go full blast 
into urban housing, by developing big areas like 
Welfareville in Mandaluyong and allocating them 
to the poor families which have stayed the longest 
in the areas. Side by side with this, however, are 
efforts to encourage people to live outside by en- 
suring an efficient and modern community trans- 
port system. This means having trains running to 
and from Manila to suburban towns by 2004, which 
would link up with the MRT and LRT trains in- 
side the metropolis. 

The thinking is that people prefer to stay in the 
city where they work because commuting from the 
provinces can be difficult. By providing regular 
train service from Laguna, Cavite and Bulacan, 
people would be encouraged to live outside. Deles 
said housing czar Mike Defensor took a train to 
Calauan, Laguna, and it took him only 30 minutes. 
In other countries, commuter trains are popular 
because they are clean, dependable and affordable. 
А commuter train system will decongest and mod- 
ernize the metropolis and bring it closer to par with 
other cities abroad. 


Taiwanese seek bright future on mainland 


‘TAIPEI—Taiwan businessman James Yang and his 
wife Jenny Chiu are staunch supporters of President 
‘Chen Shui-bian's pro-independence party and could 
mot care less about the island's giant rival China. 
Orat least they didn't care until Yang became one 
ofthe many thousands of Taiwan people moving to 
the booming communist mainland for work. 

‘Today, Yang is employed by a Taiwan-funded 
electronics firm near Shanghai and he wants his wife 
and their 3-year-old daughter to join him. His wife 
is not happy about moving to China and has not yet 
decided if she will go. 

“Many Taiwanese men have little choice but to 
соте to the mainland if they want to find careers 
with potential for development,” 36-year-old Yan 
who has a US master’s degree in business admini 
tration, said during a recent visit home. 

“I have no plans to return (to Taiwan) in the short 
term, What will соте back to?” Yang said, allud- 
ing to Taiwan's record unemployment and its slow- 
est economic growth in decades. "In the past, the 
trend was emigrating to the United States. Today, 
it’s emigrating to the mainland. 

Yang's wife, a 33-year-old office worker, be- 
moans the family's predicament. "I don't want to 
move. Life in Taiwan is comfortable. I don't think 
the economic situation is that bad,” said Chiu, wh 
parents and in-laws have voted for Chen’s рг 
dependence party in every election since the late 
19805. “It's really sad. In the past, old Nationalist 
soldiers were separated from their families because 
of civil war. Today, families are separated because 
of the mainland's economic boom.” 

‘The couple is grappling with the same decision 
that the island faces: Should it hitch its fate to the 
coattails of China's booming economy, or stay aloof 
and hope for the best? 

The mainland and Taiwan have been at odds 
since the communists’ 1949 civil war victory when 
Nationalist forces took refuge on the island. For 
decades, capitalist Taiwan enjoyed strong growth 
anda much higher standard of living than the mai 
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land. But times have changed since the mainland. 
embraced market reforms and opened its huge mar- 
ket to foreign investment. 

Despite the simmering political tension, about 
50,000 Taiwanese investors, attracted by low land 
prices, cheap labor and a common language, have 
poured $60 billion into the mainland since detente 
began in the late 1980s. The exodus has grown over 
the past year because of a crisis of confidence in 
Taiwan over slow growth and political gridlock in 
the opposition-controlled legislature. 

‘Taiwanese have made more than 16 million trips. 
to China since a decades-old travel ban was eased 
in the late 1980s. There are no official figures for 
the number who have settled in China, but Shang- 
hai alone is thought to be home to an estimated 
200,000 Taiwanese. 

Books and magazines on investing, working, 
studying and traveling in China fill the shelves of 
‘Taipei bookshops. 

Taiwan's leaders have come under mounting 
pressure from the business community and opposi- 
tion parties to lift a ban on direct trade and trans- 
port links to China and ease curbs on investment 
there. The island has long dragged its feet on liber- 
alizing ties because for fear economic dependence 
would make ita political hostage to China. But now 
‘Taiwan has to contend not only with being dwarfed 
by the booming mainland, but seeing its own capi- 
tal and workers lured in droves across the Taiwan 
Strait. 

“I'm worried Taiwan's standard of living would 


deteriorate and pale one day compared to China's; 


said 37-year-old book publisher Yang Lien-fu. “The 
mainland economy is becoming stronger. Taiwan's 
is weakening.” 

Doubts are growing whether the government can 
hold out much longer and stick to its policy of block- 
ing greater liberalization in the hope of preserving 
Taiwan's advantages. 

Beijing's victorious bid to host the 2008 Olym- 
pic Games has intensified the debate by highlight- 
ing for many Taiwanese China's rising profile on 
the world stage, and the danger Taiwan will be iso- 
lated in its rival’s shadow. 

Political analysts say the exodus of Taiwanese. 
investment and workers to China could be exacer- 
bated by Beijing clinching the Olympic Games. 
Taiwan's leaders have scrambled to play down the 
benefits the Olympics will bring China, and of in- 
vesting there. But their efforts have only under- 
scored fears that the Games will unleash a fresh bout. 
of "mainland fever." 3 

Most Taiwanese resent Beijing’s invasion threats. 
and moves to isolate the island. Few back reunifi- 
cation on Beijing's terms, although media surveys 
show growing support for a "one country, two sys- 
tems" formula, under which the former British 
colony of Hong Kong reverted to Chinese rule їп 
1997. 

In contrast, a survey published last week by the 
Cabinet's Mainland Affairs Council showed 80.5 


percent of those polled favor the political status quo * 


with China. The survey was done a few days be- 
fore Beijing was awarded the Olympics. 

But despite the resentment of what many Tai 
wanese see as China's bullying, the exodus of i 
veltors, workers and students continues and the 
Taiwan government appears to be fighting a losing 
battle in trying to stem the tide. 

"The government is passive. It seems the only 
thing it can do is liberalize as slowly as possible; 
said а China watcher with close links to President 
Chen's Democratic Progressive Party who asked not. 
to be identified. Reuters 


Who decides these things? 


CYPRUS—It was the UN Security Council that. 
declared the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus illegal in 1975 and the arrival of Turkish 
troops as an invasion. The Turkish Cypriots, оп 
the other hand, view Turkey as their protector 
from the Greek Cypriots and celebrate that day 
оп the 20th of July with parades and festivities, 
which event we were invited to attend. But that's. 
getting ahead of our story. 

The story begins in 1960 when Britain left her 
former colony and the Greek Cypriots and Turk- 
ish Cypriots signed the Intemational Cyprus Trea- 
ties governing the island. The other three parties. 
ог guarantors of the agreed-upon conditions were. 
Turkey, Greece and the United Kingdom. 

‘The Republic of Cyprus thus came into exist- 
ence, populated by Turkish Cypriots, who со 
sider Turkey their motherland, and Greek Cypr 
ots, who remain loyal to Greece. These two had 
lived together for 400 years since the arrival of 
the Ottomans, “zealously guarding their national 
and religious identity.” 

From statements issued by Archbishop 
Makarios, then head of the government, his 
main purpose was for Cyprus to be annexed to. 
Greece (Enosis) while the Turkish Cypriots pre- 
ferred to remain an independent republic. Un- 
fortunately, three years after the signing of the 
agreement on Christmas Eve, the killings be- 
вап and continued on and off until 1975 when 
Turkey finally stepped їп. 

In 1974 the generals who had deposed 
Makarios and ruled Greece decided it was time 
to take over Cyprus. It was then that Turkey 
tervened although the Greeks continue to view 

,this as an invasion. 

For whatever politically expedient reasons, 
[England which has bases on the southern side 
“did not intervene. As a matter of fact, Britain 

actually took the lead and recognized the Greek 
Cypriot regime as the legal government. One- 
third of the island was given to the Turkish Cyp- 


riots while the remaining two-thirds went to the 
Greek Cypriots. No compensation was paid the 
former for whatever property or businesses they 
may have had in the south. 

‘The Turkish Cypriots, however, refused to 
recognize the Greek Cypriot regime as the legal 
government since they have no positions in the 
new administration or say in any of the policies. 
They then formed the Turkish Republic of North- 
em Cyprus (TRNC) that the UN Security Coun- 
cil proceeded to declare illegal. Only Turkey rec- 
ognized the new republic. When Bangladesh and 
Pakistan tried, they were threatened with a loss 
of aid. An economic and cultural embargo was 
then imposed on the TRNC that has remained in 
place for 35 years. 

Аз a result, the Turkish Cypriots are in pol 
cal and economic limbo. They cannot trade even 
with Turkey or compete in any sports events, nor 
can they access the Net directly. They are blocked 
from international aid and membership in inter- 
national organizations. International telephone. 
calls have to go through Turkey. Their citizens 
hold no passports and their airports are closed to 
international flights affecting their tourism. 

There is a high level of frustration among 
the young who cannot apply for foreign grants 
or scholarships and professionals are stymied. 
Most of the young find means of leavin; 
are, for instance, 180,000 Turkish Cypriots in 
England and several thousand in Australia, 
Canada and the United States, probably out 
numbering the 200,000 population of Turkish 

Ў 


Cypriots on the island. 

Thestatus quo might have gone on indefintely 
perhaps, but the Greek Cypriots’ government has 
applied for membership in the European Union, 
ILis believed that it will be accepted in a couple 
of years while ironically it will take many more 
years for Turkey to be accepted. The Turkish 
Cypriots bélieve this will lead to-another armed 
confrontation with their southern neighbors who 
they claim spend a million dollars a day on ar- 
maments. The Turkish Cypriots vow that once 
the south is recognized by the EU, they will close 
their borders in order to protect themselves from 
a repeat of the massacres of 1963 and 1974, 

"The lead story of the July 23 issue of Newsweek 
was titled “The Evidence against Milosevic.” It 
was about a massacre in the village of Suva Reka 
and the cover-up in March of 1999. Sanitary work- 
ers were awakened in a southem Kosovo town 
and driven to Yugoslavia where they allegedly saw 
Serbs exhuming inass graves. The Gypsy work- 
ers were ordered to load the 60 or 80 bodies into 
refrigerated trucks. It is now claimed that a mas- 
sive campaign to erase the evidence of massacres 
and tortures went on for two months until the war 
ended on June 20. Milosevic, it is said, feared that 
Nato troops might discover the bodies which 
would form evidence of his guilt in orchestrating 
war crimes in the Balkans. 

‘The Turkish Cypriots claim there is a double- 
standard since the international community did 
not protest the ethnic cleansing that went on in 
1963 and 1974 as it later did for the Serbs. Nei- 
ther has it expressed concern over missing Turk- 
ish Cypriots or homes, farms and businesses that 
were lost. They consider the Turkish troops as 
an invasion yet say nothing about the 20,000 
Greek troops. 

Slovenia, Croatia, Bangladesh and recently 
East Timor have been recognized, but not the 
Turkish Republic of North Cyprus. You have to 


admit they have a point there. à 


A master of none 


Micaela Benedicto 


WHEN I was in second grade, I had what one may call a humbling 
experience. We played a game of smarts in class. With each question, а few 
Contestants were eliminated, until one person was left and crowned lord of 
the brilliant. Being what you may call a brainiac in those times, I was left 
with another nerd of a child. Had I won the contest, I probably wouldn't 
remember it at all, much less write about it. I ended up fleeing from the. 
тоот in tears. 

My teacher called 
ту parents to school 
the next day to ask 
ia O АЕТ ИРТ 
wrong with their We want to know what the young are thinking 
daughter. “Why is about. What are their thoughts on current issues? 
she so ‘hard on her- We welcome contributions from the 
self?” the teacher  nwentysomething and below —Ed. 
asked them. 

Thave unintentionally blocked out the rest of the story from my memory. 
Indeed, I hardly remembered anything about that incident as 1 got older— 
until an all-too-familiar wave crashed over me 17 years later. 

It happened when I was searching for the results of the board exam I had 
taken two weeks earlier. I did not find my name on the list. 1 was looking 
for a keyhole on a doorknob, an opening on a sock where my foot could go 
through. My heart sank, my whole body went cold, and I was, for a few 
minutes, mentally and emotionally unstable. I never thought I could be- 
‘come again the little girl in pigtails, who couldn't swallow her colossal 
pride. I shrank to the size of a pea, looking and feeling like the most insig- 
nificant thing one could imagine. I was so sure of myself, so positive and 
proud, зо how on earth could I feel so defeated? 

The pigtails and the grade school melodrama became even more alive 
and vivid when a dear friend of mine showed up that night and let me weep 
a large wet circle on bis shirt. 1 had known him for 10 years, but he had 
never seen me in such a “mental” state, crying my eyes out over what could 
be nothing to other people. For the first time I unabashedly opened up to 
him, my first boy, and all of a sudden I was 7, 14 and 24 all at the same time. 
He was with me for four hours, and when he turned to go, I smiled and 
thought what a sweet moment that was. 

As I said earlier, I was in a "mental" state. There were numbers, words 
and days, blinking like flecks in different colors before my eyes. 

almost forgot to mention that I was a Jack of all trades when 1 was 
growing up. Isang quite well and was a self-taught musician, playing melo- 
dies from memory on the piano at age 5 or 6. | was never incredibly proud 
of it, since it was never pointed out to me. I learned to play the guitar from 
my brother later on, though I never played it as well as { did the piano. І 
knew how to draw and paint. I was a singer, a math whiz, a writer and poe. 
Tknew there were other colors, other letters and 1 had names for all of them. 
before I saw the complete spectrum and read Dr. Seuss’ extended alphabet. 
I was an actress too, although I was never on a public stage, not counting 
school productions. Like other insomniac kids, 1 saw extraordinary figures 
in the shadows of simple objects. I also had a number of freak talents, which 
‘may sound dumb, so I guess I'll just stop at that. 

was an artist, an inventor, a dreamer. There were too many dreams, too 
much ambition. Somewhere along the way, I stopped thinking about my 
purpose in life. Interestingly, I've never thought about it at all until now. 
After all the years I spent in college and at work, I knew there was some- 
thing missing: 1 had forgotten my little dreams. 

When was my mind last busy with ideas about such varied themes? The 
song, the picture, the prose; the stage. 1 look at my paintings circa 1992, 
and the piano that's a little too tired and raring for a new piece. The medi- 
"ums that once occupied permanent places in sphere in both mind and heart 
went floating into oblivion at some point. 

1 thought of them as stale and hopeless, and I nearly wished them away. 
But I couldn't stop the urge to go back to the things I had started and had 
forgotten to pursue. 

As I took my place on the stage at a public production two months ago, 
and now as I pen a new essay, as I saunter between my brand-new music 
Чїаззез, as I fix my pencils and pastels for an art workshop tomorrow. I 
realize that the training I've been too proud to ask for is helping me go back 
to where I had stopped. I am now starting at the exact point in the path 1 had 
chosen, which just happens to branch out into so many possibilities 

Гуе been told, “You're a Jack of all trades, just a Jack of all trades.” 
Well, what's so terrible about that? Maybe I'll find my true genius, maybe 
not at the moment. Гат a master to no one but myself. Now 1 falter, 1 catch 
up, I leam. I still dream. 1 rediscover. | pick up my brush and paint ту 
potential. I know Jack. 


‘Micaela Benedicto, 24, graduated from the University ofthe Philippines in 
Diliman in 1999 and is an aspiring architect, writer, musician and artist. 


The real world 


Honeyleen M. Pangilinan. 


THE REAL world. In school, we were so amazed by these words. We were 
so anxious to get out of the academe just to be part of it: the big buildings, 
the busy streets of Makati, the rush of people in office attire, your own 
‘money, maybe even your own pad. 

Weeks before graduation, we were already hunting for jobs. Getting 
interviewed was quite easy, with a nice resumé and coming from a presti- 
gious school. We would get several calls weekly from companies that wanted 
1o interview us. Eventually everyone in our circle was employed by well- 
known companies, with fairly good compensation. Nothing could be worse 
than being a bum with college degree. we though. 

Justa year later, we realize how our outlook in life changed. During the 
first few weeks on the job, we were so excited to work that Monday was a 
day to look forward to. Always punctual and present, we even found plea- 
sore in working overtime. 

Our only goal was to save money. But after a couple of months, we 
hadn't saved anything. The only things we accumulated were debts from 
credit card companies and more debts from officemates selling items sold 
at the office. Our salary was not enough, no matter what the amount was. 
‘And our work was not rewarding enough. 

We have started going to office late and piling up absences. Some find 
themselves loathing the boss, work and the office. Everyone has developed 
Monday sickness and found it hard to work from eight to five, five days а 
week. We force ourselves to do the same thing every day in anticipation of 
the payday, and take sick and vacation leaves every now and then just to 
break the monotony. 

‘Worse, we have realized that the skills and knowledge needed to per- 
form our individual tasks can be learned as we go about doing our jobs. 
Well, there go the tuition and the years of striving for honors. 

То add insult to injury, one suddenly meets or hears about an old class- 
mate who could not even make the verb agree with the subject and who is 
now eaming big bucks, One suddenly feels underpaid and unsatisfied with 
his job. 

Before you know it, you have resigned and have again become one of 
the job-seekers. But you can count yourself lucky to realize this before you 
have become foo old and too burdened with responsibilities to get away 
from it all and yearn for change. 

Is this all what we've worked hard for? We've spent 15 years in school 
preparing for the real world. We have spent long hours totaling maybe а 
few years studying for exams, finishing papers, thesis, homework and 
projects. Hindreds of hours were spent listening to boring lectures on de- 

, solving for x and memorizing theories, laws, formulas and phi- 
of different people only to end up with more exams, papers, home- 
‘work and projects; 

But at last in school, you have the sixth grade after you finish the fifth, 
then you have high school, college and зо on. In the real world, the chances 
of moving up the corporate ladder is so slim for fresh grads on their first 
job, especially if seniority determines promotions. This wasn't taught in 
school You have to leam it first-hand. — Ț 

‘The real world—itis not so amazing anymore. As I walk along the busy 
streets of Makati, I find myself thinking, “After the next payday I'll resign. 
ТЇЇ apply fora more suitable job with a better company so that | will get my 
education's worth." But I know that on the next payday, I'l be thinking the. 
same thing. 


Honeyleen M. Pangilinan, 21, a marketing management graduate of De La 
Salle University, has been working in a private corporation for more than а 
year now. 
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OPINION 


Investigating the President’s hus 


WE commend the Senate for its 

ision to investigate the reported 
bribery case involving First Gentle- 
man Mike Arroyo and three others 
who allegedly connived for the 
recall of a vetoed telecommuni- 
cations franchise. Following the 
claims of former correspondence 
secretary Bing Rodrigo, it is good 
to hear Sen. Aquilino Pimentel say 
the President's husband will be 
investigated. 

Aside from the involvement of 
Arroyo, this case has caught our at- 
tention because a notorious crony of 
ousted President Estrada, Jaime 
Dichaves, is among the owners of the 


Military denies 
seeking Bayan 
Muna’s ouster 


THIS pertains to the statements of 
Satur Ocampo, Crispin Beltran and 
Lisa Maza, all nominees of the 
Bayan Muna party list that were 
aired on several television stations 
and published in some newspapers 
Jast July 23. 

‘Ocampo, a former spokesperson 
for the communist-led National 
Democratic Front, Crispin Beltran 
of Kilusang Mayo Uno, and Lisa 
Maza, all winning representatives 
of party-list topnotcher Bayan 
‘Muna in the last national elections, 
alleged that the military was scout- 

list groups that 
would seek the disqualification of 
their group. This was the hypoth- 
esis of Bayan Muna for the Com- 
mission on Elections failure to pro- 
claim the party-list winners before 
the 12th Congress, which opened 
last July 23. 

We wish to refute this baseless 
allegation, because the military 
has absolutely no say in the affairs 
of the Comelec. Strictly abiding by 
‘our own Code of Ethics and per- 
forming our duties as mandated by 
the Constitution, we would never 
participate in political exercises ог 
exert influence on other party-list 
groups to persecute another. The 
only role that we performed dur- 
ing the last elections and in past. 
elections was ensuring a peaceful 
and orderly conduct of the elec- 
toral process in many parts of the 
land. 

Contrary to Ocampo'sclaim, the 
military organization welcomes the 
CPP/NPA/NDF in the mainstream 
parliamentary system. We hope this 
will strengthen their resolve to pur- 
sue their cause through non-violent 
means. 

We also commend Bayan Muna 
and other civil society groups for 
their very peaceful demonstration 
during the President's first State of 
the Nation Address last July 23. 
LT. COL, JOSE 7. MABANTA 
JR., army chief public affairs, 
Office of the Army Chief Public 
Affairs, Fort Andres Bonifacio, 
Makati City 


telecommunications firm. If this is 
true, itis a shame that the President's 
husband is associated with Dichaves. 
Dichaves has long been identi- 
fied as one of Estrada's accomplices 
in the crime of plunder. During the 
impeachment trial, he presented 
himself as the real owner of the in- 
famous Jose Velarde accounts. 
Atthis time, we are disappointed 
with the continuing failure of Om- 
budsman Aniano Desierto to sue 
Dichaves, Dante Tan and William 
Gatchalian. We reiterate our demand 
that the Ombudsman and the Presi- 
dent bring these people before the 
courts of justice. We must not allow 


them to go scot-free. 

We remember the importance of 
live media coverage during the Sen- 
ate impeachment proceedings. We 
ask the Supreme Court to review its 
recent decision banning media cov- 
erage on the trial of Estrada's plun- 
der case at the Sandiganbayan. 

We also ask the Supreme Court 
justices to allow the investigation of 
the Jose Velarde accounts and other 
questionable accounts of Estrada. 

We demand our right to witness 
the trial and examine closely if the. 
wheels of justice are indeed turning. 
at the Sandiganbayan. In the face of 
all the delaying and diversionary 


Real culprit is globalization 


AMANDO Doronila's column on 
"The gloom in the MBC survey,” is 
unfair not only to “Makati big 

.” whom he accused of 


It is totally wrong to suspect the 
Makati Business Club of seeking 
‘government protection. The MBC is 
globalization's mouthpiece here. It 
is blaming the prevailing “economic 
gloom” on the Abu Sayyaf and 
Metro Manila kidnap gangs pre- 
cisely to divert attention from the 
real culprit: globalization. The MBC 
is perfectly willing to cooperate with 
transnational capital at the expense 
of the national economy. What із 
basically wrong with our 
‘economy—the destruction of manu- 
facturing and agricultural produc- 


tion for the domestic market and our 
current unprecedented reliance on 
imports—is globalization’s handi- 
work, not the Abu Sayyaf's or the 
kidnap gangs". Globalization is at 
the root of the dismal statistics on 
the exchange rate, unemployment, 
hunger and peace and order. 
Doronila mentions "protection- 
ism of the 1960s.” He must have 
read the wrong history books. Un- 
der President Diosdado Macapagal, 
the 1960s witnessed the dismantling 
of import and exchange controls at 
the instance of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund. In 
1962, Macapagal instituted decon- 
trol and devaluation, killing almost. 
overnight the import-substituting 
industries built during the Quirino, 
Magsaysay and Garcia administra- 


Motorcyclists may use tollways soon 


А FEW days ago, a high-ranking 
official ofthe Toll Regulatory Board 
(TRB) during an interview over 
Radio Mindanao Network, stated 
that the Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) and Philip- 
pine National Construction Corp. 
(PNCC) are drafting the rules and 
regulations that will govern motor- 
cycle use of the tollways. The ques- 
tion arises: Will the proposed rules 
and regulations be binding on the 
motorcyclists? 

It will be recalled that recently 
‘Makati Regional Trial Court Judge 
Teofilo L. Guadiz Jr. issued an or- 
der for the delegation of power by 


the DPWH which revised the ban 
оп motorcycles as unconstitutional, 
hence, null and void. This leaves 
DPWH Administration Order No. 1 
Series of 1968, in full force and ef- 
fect. 

This order is being enforced at 
present by the PNCC since it was 
not included as respondent in the 
Makati case. The PNCC, therefore, 
still has the power and authority to 
implement DPWH Administrative 
Order No. 1, series of 1968. 

There is also a case in the sala of 
Judge Francisco Р. Райо of the Re- 
gional Trial Court in San Pedro, 
Laguna, assailing DPWH Adminis- 


band 
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moves of Estrada's lawyers, we 
strongly believe that allowing live 
media coverage will keep the pub- 
lic informed and ensure that truth 
and justice will prevail AMIE 
LAURIO DURAL, Plunder 
Watch Network, NCCP Com- 
pound, 879 Edsa, Quezon City 


tions, the very same industries 
which earlier made our economy the. 
second most modem in post-colo- 
nial Asia, next only to Japan's. 

“If they (Filipino businesses) 
can't be competitive,” says Doro- 
nila, “why stay in business?” This 
was the policy of the Ramos admin- 
istration under whose all-out import 
liberalization policy our national 
economy—manufacturing and ag- 
riculture for the domestic mar- 
ket—was practically wiped out. 
This policy ruined even estab- 
lished multinational corporations 
like Colgate-Palmolive, Union 
Carbide. Pfizer, etc —AMADO 
GAT INCIONG, Inciong and 
Associates, Unit 301, Union 
Square Condominium 145 15th 
Ave., Cubao, Quezon City 


trative Order No. 1 as unconstitu- 
tional because of the undue delega- 
tion of power and in light of the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court in the 
case of City of Butuan vs. Land 
Transportation Office on Jan. 20, 
2000. Hopefilly, should the awaited 
decision be in substantial agreement 
with the Butuan vs. LTO decision, 
motorcyclists who have been unduly 
denied the right to use the tollways 
for over 33 years vill finally heave 
а sigh of relief. BENJAMIN S. 
MANAS, chair, Southern Luzon 
Motorcyclists Association Inc., 
218 Maligaya St., San Pedro, La- 
guna 


Canadian envoy backs Mindoro nickel project 


IREFER to an article published in 
the Inquirer on June 28 ("New Gov 
vows 25-yr mining ban") in which 
а number of statements about the 

ining industry in general, and 
about Aglubang Mining Corp.'s 
proposed Mindoro nickel project in. 
particular, were inaccurately attribu- 
ted tome. 

Canada is among the foremost 
producers of minerals and metals in 
the world, and its leading exporter. 
‘The mining industry plays an esser 
tial role in Canada's economy. It is 
the economic foundation for some 
150 communities in Canada’s rural 


and northem regions, and provides 
Jobs for hundreds of thousands of 
Canadians. 

Given its own rich endowment 
of mineral resources, the Philippines 
could enjoy the benefits of a thriv- 
ing, environmentally responsible 
mining industry. The passage of the 
1995 Mining Act laid the ground- 
‘work for this to happen, and led an 
increase in exploration activity on 
the part of foreign mining compa- 
nies, including а number from 
Canada. These companies bring 
with them their expertise, their best 
practices and their ability to raise 


financing required to build such an 
industry, capable of delivering ben- 
efits to all stakeholders. 

In the case of Aglubang Mining 
Corp., which is partly owned by the 
Crew Development Corp. of Cana- 
da, the company's project in Min- 
doro has the potential to deliver sub- 
stantial benefits to local communi- 
ties, including indigenous peoples, 
as well as to the national govern- 
‘ment and to local and foreign inves- 
tors. The company was granted a 
Mineral Production Sharing Agree- 
ment in November 2000, and since 
then it has been trying to complete 


Washing laundry ‘can бе torture this rainy season. 
You may end up wearing damp-smelling clothes. 
Smell clean with DAEWOO fwin-tub washing machine 
with а built-in'spin dryer that helps dry clothes faster and. 
more effectively. Its pure Polypropylene body 
is even guaranteed іо outlast ail weather conditions. 


Forget the outdated, rust-prone, and washer-only metal 
washing machines! Make that switch, to DAEWOO twin-tub 


washing machine! 


Australia remains a nice place to live in 


1 WOULD like to comment about 
the remarks made on "Racism very 
real in Australia, says migrant" by 
Vincent Cabreza. It seems that we 
are pre-judging what has happened 
to the Gonzales family by soliciting 
views that do not reflect the situation. 
їп Australia. 

Please remember that we Filip 
поз are not any much better when 
itcomes to racism. We have abused 
and neglected our own aborigines, 
and please explain how most 
people back home make stereo- 
types of Chinese, Indian and people 
who have a darker skin color than 
the rest of us. If any person in Aus- 
tralia makes a remark about a 
person's looks and stereotypical 
putdowns of other people, he will 
land himself in big trouble. It is 
hypocritical of the person that was 
interviewed to say that he or she 
does not have any racial prefer- 
ences. 

Thave encountered the kind of 


Controlling thieves 


ARRIVING from Butuan City 
recently, I took a taxi at the Centennial 
Airport and was given a Passenger 
Information Form (PIF). The taxicab's 
company and plate number were 
written by the airport police. The PIF 
form contained the following note to 
the passenger: “Please report any 
complaints of contracting, over- 
charging and/or discourtesy to the 
‘Traffic Enforcement and Investigation 
Division, Airport Police Department 
to the following telephone numbers: 
833-3181/8771-3939 or you may 
approach a Police Officer of the APD 
for immediate assistance.” 

What got my attention was a 
small note: “Pay only the amount 
indicated on the meter.” 

What a change and what a re- 
lief! When the driver of Walus 
Taxicab PXF 713 started hinting 
that I should pay an additional 
P50, I reminded him of what was 


people referred to by the migrant but 
that is usually the case when you are 
in a new place. One should not ex- 
pect everybody to respond to one’s 
greetings and that does not mean 
they are racist 

T have been here for almost three 
years now and I only encountered 
‘one real “redneck”; the rednecks are 
situated in the bush, Most of these 
people are lazy. They blame the mi- 
grants for their own misery, which is 
mot true in the urban centers, Rarely 
does one encounter such a person. 

Australia is a great place to live 
in, even though one can be taxed as 
high as 42 percent if he ears over 
550.000 а year. But you don't feel 
cheated, since you see where your 
money is going. 

Incidents like the Gonzales’ 
murder are hideous, but they do not 
paint the real picture of multi 
cultural Australia —EUGENE 
CALALANG, Eugene.Calalang 
Ghancorp.com.au 


at ports, airports 


written on the card. 

Kudos to the Manila Interna 
ional Airport Authority! It is high 
me travelers are protected against 

unscrupulous and dishonest taxi 
drivers who victimize unwary pas 
sengers. 

Tcan only pray that the same hon. 
est-to-goodness police concern will 
be applied in our wharves where 
there is wanton disregard of com 
mon courtesy, decency and honesty 
Somebody must be getting rich from 
allowing taxicabs at the North Наг 
bor bleed travelers dry. 

1 pray also that one day, for the 
public good, some brave soul will 
expose the shenanigans in the North 
Harbor and put an end to the insti- 
tutionalized corrupt practices in that 
den of thieves and thugs.— 
SAMUEL P. FERNANDEZ, Pe 
technic University of the Phi 
pines, Sta. Mesa, Manila 


Malls not for infants 


WE should have a law banning 
infants from the malls. This will 
protect them from noise and air 
pollution, which unduly disrupt 
much needed sleep. 

Infants are cute and safe when 


the preparatory work prior to seek- 
ing an Environmental Clearance 
Cerificate. 

Until this process is completed, 
it would be premature to comment 
оп the potential environmental im- 
pact of the project. However, I will 
note that not only is the government 
of Canada a strong advocate of en- 
vironmentally friendly and socially 
responsible mineral development 
but that Canada's mining industry 
is а world leader in environmen- 
tally safe and sustainable mining 
practices both in Canada and inter- 
nationally. Contrary to what I was 


kept at home or in the nursery. We 
think they are being abused when 
their parents take them malling.— 
T.B. ABAYAN, 13-A Banning 
St., North Fairview, Quezon 
City 


reported to have said in your June 
28 article, therefore, I have no 
doubt that Aglubang and Crew will 
be able to address any environmen- 
tal and social concerns raised dur- 
ing further development of this 
project. 

1 am therefore hopeful that 
Aglubang, and all concerned par- 
ties will have the opportunity to ex- 
plore fully this promising mining 
development project ROBERT 
COLLETTE, ambassador, Cana- 
dian Embassy, 8/F Allied Bank 
Centre, 6754 Ayala Ave., Makati 
City 


Protestant work ethic spells progress 


AFTER 100 years as a nation, we 
are still at a standstill. We remain 
undeveloped, our economy is in the 
doldrums, the peso's value is 
sinking and corruption goes on 
unabated. Regardless of who sits in 
Malacafiang, our situation stays the 
same, if it is not worsening. The 
basic realities of a century ago 
continue to bedevil us today. 

wonder if Max Weber was right 
after all. In his book, “Protestant 
Ethics and the Spirit of Capitalism," 
һе concluded that religion is a cru- 
cial factor in the development or 
non-development of a nation. Ac- 
cording to him, certain Protestant 
values such as thrift, discipline, hon- 
esty and hard work promote eco- 
nomic efficiency and advance busi- 
nesses. And this is true of nations, 
families and individuals. 


Evidence of the correctness of his 
theory appears incontrovertible. In 
Europe, countries with a long Protes- 
tant tradition definitely are more de- 
veloped. England, Germany, Switzer 
land and Holland, to name a few, are 
more prosperous than those that are 
steeped in the Catholic religion such 
as Italy, Portugal, Spain, or even 
France. In the Americas, the United 
States, peopled by the Protestant pil 
grims, is way, way ahead of its neigh- 
bors in South America which were 
colonized by Catholic Spain. 

‘What does this say of our plight 
asa predominantly Catholic nation” 
Unless we work very hard, practice 
thrift, develop discipline and live 
honestly and simply, we will remain 
fossilized till doomsday—DAVID 
У. FELICIANO, Adlas, Silang, 
Cavite 


Sona a letdown for seamen 


‘THE STATE of the Nation Address 
of President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo was a big letdown for the 
600,000 or so Filipinos who work 
as seamen all over the world. 

Why? Because, they were not 
mentioned in the Sona and they 
were in fact insulted when the Presi- 
dent said that the IT sector (not the 
maritime sector) gives the Philip- 
pines a “competitive edge.” 

For years now, the country has 
been the biggest source of seafarers 
for overseas ships. They remit some 
$2.5 billion annually. This is an open 
secret and | wonder why the 
President's men ignored this fact. 

In the face of this slight, there- 
fore, 1 am constrained to remind 
President Macapagal about an 
earlier commitment she has for- 
gotten. 

When she was still running for 
vice president, Ms Macapagal 
signed with the maritime sector a 
covenant that she will move for the. 
creation of a Department of Mari- 


time Affairs (DMA). It was signed 
before a group of maritime people 
headed by Capt. Benjamin Taüedo 
and Fil Salonga. 

If she has proposed the creation 
of a Department of Housing and а 
Department of Information and 
Communications, what about the 
creation of a Department of Mari- 
time Affairs? 

While the best argument for the 
first two departments is the need for 
housing and the expansion of infor 
mation technology today, the need 
for a Department of Maritime At- 
fairs is just аз vital and a matter of 
justice. There is a need to keep our 
competitive advantage and train our 
people to meet the demands of the 
globalization of trade, 

We implore the President's help 
for the quick passage of a bill seck 
ing the establishment of the Depart 
ment of Maritime Affair.—LEO J. 
SANTIAGO, Maritime Part 
Rm. 303, YIC Bldg., UN Ave. cor. 
San Marcelino, Ermita, Manila 
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,Pols take stock after Wahid crisis 


; JAKARTA—After months of po- Те move was sen as politically Megawati will return to Jakartaon = urged Indonesians notio expect too 
= му аууу as the academy produces many Saturday. much from his vice presidency so as to 
ical turmoil that Ted to а пет fhe future regional cade, whose Newly elected Vice President avoid disappointment i the ише. 
national leadership, Indo: gaining in power as Indonesia lens Hamzah Haz also had a packed day “What is more important is your 
Politicians yesterday stopped to toward decentralization. yesterday, mostly with personal duties. prayers, and hopefully, 1 will be able 
take stock before tackling their Megawati later flew to the Central "He received a steady stream of — to perform my duti 
next task, the formation of a new Sulawesi capital of Palu to inaugurate wellwishers at his private residence in ing to the Kom - 
Cabinet. а body coordinating the development East Jakarta, including Wahidstopeco- Meanwhile, Megawati's aide were 
Megawati Sukamoputri, who was Of eastem Indonesia. She is due to Пу попіс minister Bachnruddin Abdullah preparing to draft several alternatives 
арра cma Rh president tO the South Sulawesi capital of and several executives of his United De- fora Cabinet lineup, said Sucipto, the 
i deco Manha cleric Makassar later in the evening ‘velopment Party (PPP). head of the national assembly faction 
ан Wilden Monday. yes |, Sulawesi has been the scene о Later Friday, Haz andhis family were of Megawat's Indonesian Democracy 
ierday made her fist working wip as bloody clashes between armed mem- expected to move into the temporary vice Party for Struggle (PDIP). 
head uf aam нант bers of the Muslim and Christian com- presidential residence im South Jakarta. The lineup would be finalized "af- 
Her fist stop wasBendung,some200 munities since April 2000. Тһе official residence in the upmarket ter Tuesday and Mrs, Mega herself 
Iams southeast of here, wheresheattended Тһе violence peaked in May and residential quarter of Menteng іп Cenal will draw up the (final) list, assisted 
a graduation ceremony atthe academy of June 2000 and has been sporadic since Jakarta is curently under renovation, Бу one or two people, including my- 
govemment administration officials then, claiming more than 300 lives. During yesterday's prayers Haz self," Sucipto said. ‘AEP 


PRESIDENT Megawati Sukamoputri (lefi) and 
Vice President Hamzah Haz wave to journalists 
after Haz's swearing-in ceremony at parllamentin 
Jakarta July 26. ^ 


Sharon faces 
possible war 
crimes charges 


‘out a strategy to handle the potentia] Belgian case, fi d H ll 1 
ding tel sube ersten Pre-fixed installation. 
a Palestinian woman who escaped the massacres at the o d 
ака а Зайн тейден бир: dug lacs 198 * Accurate adjustment. 
terre (бирай aid ТИЮ esie i: : " á 
ЕНЧА " e gauge your needs 
"The first suit, charging him with responsibility for a with precision. 
the deaths, was lodged by an ad hoc group of Pales- L3 * 


US not seeking 
new climate 
pact-Whitman 


WASHINGTON—The United шев is unlikely to 
Sfr à sabalane alternative environmental plan 
Vie negotiators meet Ter tkis year In Moroso, 
лы уым tien: 
Ses mit de US government's top eiu | Р 4 
mental official $ Yes. All HCG products are engineered with precision. 
"ical. were gong to cominve to do our * : 
own thing here,” Environmental Protection Agency E Our tank fittings are accurately installed and tightened to 70 inch-pound to prevent leakage. 
Administrator Christine Todd Whitman said inan [ down to а tee, down to the money. From faucets to water closets, From bathtubs to 
interview with the Washington Post published yes- E E shower taps. in everything we do, we always get to the bottom of being exact. 
pen 1 
"Whitman was also skeptical that the agreement ff x 1 So, when we guarantee worry-free installation, 
struck by some 180 countries in Bonn Monday with: ic you get exact water savings for а life 


ime. 
out the United States on the UN s Kyoto Protocol on CE Definitely we mean it. Precision flushing all the way. 
climate change would be effective. 1 


‘The administration of US President George W. 
Bush, she said, would continue to pursue an alterna 
tive approach that stresses research, marketing-based х " ———Ü 
эйи and techaclogy transfers 10 dewloplag Б HOCHENG PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 1162 Cho Reset Avenue, Makati Ony Tel (832) Fax (52) 60521 
countries with serious pollution problems. AFP 
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AMID JAPANESE TEXTBOOK FUROR 


History taught to S. Korea’s 
own kids focus of new debate 


SEOUL—It is one of South Ko- teaching enough about Japan's co- There is no further explanation. they were also concerned about its 
теа' most traumatic World War П. lonial rule,” Gender Equality Min- Тһе Gender Equality Ministry sexual content, said Lee Ki-soon, a 
memories—sexual enslavement of ister Han Myung-sook said last wants the government to revise the ` ministry official. 
women by Japanese soldiers—and week. textbook titled "Kook-Sa, or“Na- There are also demands to in- 
South Koreans are furious that Japa- Оп now, the furor over Japa- tional History," to state that the clude textbook references to the 
nese textbooks still ignore the hate- nese textbooks has focused largely comfort women were taken "by тапу Koreans who worked for the 
ful details of Japan's colonial rule оп the absence of any reference to force or fraud” and suffered “sexual Japanese government and security 
over Korea. the tens of thousands of Korean abuse.” forces during the 1910-45 colonial 
But now a debate is emerging and other "comfort women" who It also demands the textbooks где. Some collaborators eulogized 
about the history taught in South were forced to work in frontline сату excerpts of the sex slaves’ colonial rule and helped hunt down 
Korea's own schools. Middle and brothels for Japan's army. testimony and their wartime pho- pro-independence activists. 
high school history textbooks in- Үе the history textbook pub- tos. ~ Now liberal lawmakers have de- 
clude only one sentence onthetrag- lished by Seoul’s Education Тһе Education Ministry, which manded that South Korean text- 
edy of Korean women, Nor do the Ministry makes no direct refer- prepares textbooks, is reviewing the book mention well-known Korean. 
books explore Koreans’ forced— ence to "sex slaves.” It says proposals. collaborators. At the time, most 
and sometimes willing—collabora- only: “Korean women were Authors ofthecurrent textbooks South Korean experts in govem- 
tion with Japanese overlords. taken and sacrificed as comfort appeared to avoid the issue because ment affairs had worked for the co- 
"Our own textbooks are not women for Japanese soldiers.” it was so shameful for Koreans, and lonial rulers. AP 
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Drug users turn to new 
high: Embalming fluid 


PHILADELPHIA—Embalming dition, there have been reports of 
fluid is becoming an increasingly embalming fluid thefts from funeral 
popular drug for users looking for homes in Louisiana and New York. 
‘anew and different high—one that Although there are no national 
often comes with violent and psy- — statistics on usage, many drug ex- 
chotic side effects. perts say it appears to have spread 
Users—mainly teenagers and peo- from the inner cities to well-to-do 
ple in their 20s—are buying tobacco suburban neighborhoods and col- 
‘or marijuana cigarettes that have been lege campuses. 
soaked inthe fluid, then dried. They “Whether they live in а million- 
costabout$20spiece andarecalledby dollar house or a $5,000 house, kids 
nearly a dozen names across America, who are smoking pot or crack and are 
including “wet,” “fry” and “illy.” ' looking for a different type of high 
"The idea of embalming fluid ате tuming to wet," said Julie Kirlin, 
appeals to people's morbid curios- а juvenile probation officer in Read- 
ity about death,” said Dr. Julie Hol- ing, about 80 kms from Philadelphia, 
land of New York University — Embalming fluid is a compound 
‘School of Medicine. “There's acer- of formaldehyde, methanol, ethanol 
tain gothic appeal to it." and other solvents. The high de- 
Formaldehyde can be bought in pends on what the user is really get- 
drug stores and beauty supply ting: Often the drug PCP is mixed 
stores. (It is an ingredient in nail іп, In fact, PCP has gone by the 
саге products), It is also available — street name “embalming fluid” since 
in many school science labs. Inad- Фе 1970s, AP 
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5. Submit coupon with receipt to authorized Mercury Drug personnel. 


The more Whitehall próducts you buy, the more discounts you get, and the more chances 
of winning a brand new cellphone. So hurry! Promo is until August 31, 2001 only. 


Promo offered only at Mercury Drug Stores nationwide. 


Discount coupons cannot be used in combination with other discount privileges and 
are valid only for single purchase. 
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‘Missile threat’ 
from N. Korea 
unfounded-Kim 


TOKYO North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-il in- 
sisted the Stalinist state's 
missile development 
program was “purely 
Peaceful” and should not 
Justify Washington's 
missile defense shield 
plans, in an interview re- 


leased yesterday. ГА. | 
“Our missile program 
is of purely peaceful na- A 


ture, lt threatens nobody. 
Implemenüngthepeace. KIM JONG-IL 
ful missile program is an exercise of our legitimate 
sovereign right," Kim said in a rare interview, con- 
duced by Russia's ltar-Tass news agency and re- 
leased by Pyongyang's KCNA news agency, moni- 
tored in Tokyo. 

"The world knows that we are not threatening the 
United States, but that the United States is con- 
stantly threatening us by occupying a half of our 
country by force of arms," Kim was quoted saying 
inthe interview held Tuesday in Pyongyang. 

"The United States" clamor about the “missile 
threat” from our country is totally unfounded. It is 
nothing but a lie to hide its intention to dominate 
other countries," the North Korean leader said 

‘The Stalinist state's official mouthpiece released ` 
the full text of the interview after the North Korean 
leader started a landmark journey to Moscow to 
meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Kim claimed the Pyongyang regime's own mis- 
sile program was being unfairly used by Washing- 
ton to justify its National Missile Defense plan for 
which the United States was trying to alter the anti- 
ballistic missile treaty it concluded with Russia. 

"We support the Russian standpoint for main- 
taining strategic stability through the ABM treaty," 
Kim said 

"The NMD, which has elicited a cautious response 
from even Washington's closest allies, is intended 
to counter the threat from what the US administra- 
tion regard as “rogue” states including North Korea, 

‘Any prospect on the Stalinist state normalizing 
relations with the United States or Japan depended on 
the standpoints of Washington and Tokyo, Kim said, 
adding that the Bush administration had in vain ге- 
vived a hardline policy of isolation toward Pyongyang. 

"Our invariable standpoint is to approach good- 
will with goodwill and respond to a hardline with a 
super hardline,” Kim said. 


M'donia peace bid resumes 


SKOPJE Macedonia edged back from the brink 
of all-out civil war on Thursday, as the Skopje 
government announced it was to resume talks with 
ethnic Albanian leaders after Albanian guerrillas 
retreated from key positions. President Boris 
Trajkovski, speaking after а crisis mission by Nato 
and European Union peace envoys, said the talks 
would take place in Tetovo, the flashpoint town, 
which has been the scene of intense fighting this 
week between government forces and guerrillas. 
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Prime Minister Ljubco Georgievski said the talks 
resumed yesterday. Western envoys said the peace. 
process was now back on track, after the fighting 
in Tetovo left a July 5 ceasefire in shreds and anti- 
кезет riots in the capital Skopje fuelled fears 
that the powderkeg Balkans region was on the 
brink of another war. AFP 


G8 violence probe rejected 


ROME—The Italian government refused Thursday to 
сату ош a probe into alleged police brutality during 
last week's anti-G8 rallies, despite opposition de- 
mands that an inquest be opened. The lower house of 
parliament's committee for constitutional affairs, 
dominated by Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's co 
servative coalition, turned down an opposition 
quest for a parliamentary investigation into the vio- 
Тепсе that left one protestor dead and saw scores 
arrested, Judicial investigations over the three days of 
violence are already under way. Leftwing senators 
argued that with hundreds of foreigners wounded 
setting up an international fact-finding panel on the 
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and thelr relatives, up to 2nd degree of consanguiniy are EU slams Burma 


riots was not merely an issue of internal politics. AFP. 


А total of 150 units of Nokia 3310 pre-paid celiphones wil HANOI—The European Union will not lift sanc- 


tions against Burma until it makes much more 
progress in its dialogue with the political opposi- 
tion, EU officials yesterday said. The EU commis- 


|| promo репор: JULY 1 te AUGUST эз, 2001 sioner for external affairs, Chris Patten, said that 


while some progress has taken place recently, he 
hoped the dialogue "is not only irreversible but... a 
lot more rapid." "Until there is significant progress. 
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| WEATHER FORECAST 


4 
FORECAST: Northern Luzon and Eastern Luzon will have. 
stormy weather and coastal waters will be rough to very 
Tough. The rest of Luzon and Visayas will experience 


monsoon rains while Mindanao will be cloudy with 
Scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms: syoasa MEXICO, Pampangs—Two days after she The NHA took over the tasks ofthe MPC. speaking in Kapampangan, the languageinher “Perhaps, there is a sense of justice in this 
vowed in her State of the Nation Address to when its term ended last December. home province in Pampanga, She did not men- decision. Okay? Will this work?" she asked, 
мано Manila Rans mariazë uplift the plight of poor Filipinos, President The original usufruct scheme, implemented tion the cost of acquiring the houses or the lots. prodding her audience to reply 
2372287 Macapagal-Arroyo stirred disappointment Ьу the MPC since 1998, was strongly opposed Ви she emphasized seconds later: "Ifyou No answers came her way. Many in thé 
among Mount Pinatubo victims, because it required the victims to pay а mini- don't want to pay, you can’t acquire titles (to — audience were dumbfounded 
‘At the Pandncaqui resettlement site here _ mum of P200 a month for 25 years but without the house or 100. Usufruct only. You can "We are sad. How can we pay? We barely 
‘on Wednesday, the President laid down two Ве guarantee of owning the houses and the lots, reside in these but you cannot own these.” make enough for our food," Demetria Pineda, 
options in the use and ownership of houses ‘The MPC spent P6 billion for ће resettle- Her repeated queries on whether these op- 70, of Bacolor, told reporters later. 
by some 45,000 families іп 24 relocation sites ment programs although the law creating the tions were acceptable drew silent reactions. ‘Imelda Banag said: "If she was really in- 
built by the defunct Mount Pinatubo Com- agency did not state if the victims would have But when she asked how many did not tending to help the poor, as she said, during the 
Hartz” mission since 1992. to pay the cost to the beneficiaries. want to pay for their houses, several residents Sona, I hope she could award tous the land and 
Tay ‘Under the usufruet scheme that she revised, М Macapagal, then a senator, was one of immediately answered by raising their hands, — he home for free, We're poor, we cannot pay." 
LEE the victims would not have to pay asinglecentavo the principal sponsors of the MPC law, — Explaining her new policy especially on rent- Bart Sangil of Porac said Pinatubo victims should 
E Wiater and they could never be ejected, she assured. Ви the excitement of the residents died Пес usufruct, the President said this was needed not be made to pay because the government used 
= — ‘The policy drew wild applause from 1,000 down when the President said that under this because there were non-victims who managed to donated funds for the construction of the houses 
nate — Ge — Wisi residents gathered for the program where she scheme, they could never own the house, а get houses in government resettlement sites, “We are victims. The eruption and the lahat 
Tee tere ИЫ. © бнын! esto some seers wiocanpay conden ad dowmunjere previous heme. "^ Contovetiessurounding ne distribuon flows daplaced us Ii was mot oen 
рини оу ИК for the units inthe site now managed by the "Now if you want to own the house, you of houses to Illegal setters were never re: were rendered homeless” said Santiago Yao. 
ai z: National Housing Authority. can start paying in installments,” she stressed, solved before and after the MPC's exit period. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
amplis by: Ray Lagen, POI Rasen ZUR 
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Business meet set 


ORENSE eem Do your share for clean, fresh air. 


government here have committed to help each other to 
make the city atractive in time for the {0th Mindanao 
Business Conference which will be attended by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo next month. Antonio 
Santos, regional governor ofthe Metro Cotabato 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said a memoran- 
dum of agreement was signed by representatives of 
the government and the business sector outlining the. 
tasks to make the conference site attractive. The 
Department of Public Works and Highways is 
repairing the road from the Maguindanao airport to 
thiscity. Charlie Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Shellfish gathering banned 


MATI, Davao Oriental—The Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources has banned shellfish gathering 
from the Balite Bay here due (o red tide contamina- 
tion, Alfeo Piloton, agriculture and fisheries chief, 
said red tide toxins in the Balite Bay have already 
reached 156 micrograms per 100 grams of shellfish 
‘meat, which is far beyond the tolerable level of 40 
micrograms per 100 grams of meat, Piloton said the 
contamination is due to quarrying by the Davao 
Union Cement Corp. in Barangay Dawan. 
Ferdinand Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Arbitrary arrests hit 


MATI, Davao Oriental—Farmers in Barangay Sanghay. 
denounced arbitrary arrests allegedly perpetrated by the 
Аппу 8th Special Forces in their area. Robinson 
Diolan, chair of the Calasagan United Farmers’ 
Association, said soldiers have terrorized residents 
threatening о harm them because of their alleged tes 
with the New People's Army. Maj. Alexis Gopico, 
‘commander of the 8th Special Forces Battalion, vowed 
to investigate the farmers” allegations that his men were 
involved in atrocities against civilians. 

Ferdinand Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Fisheries anniversary 


THE BINANGONAN Freshwater Station of the 
Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center! 
Aquaculture Department (Seafdec/AQD) celebrated 
its 25th anniversary yesterday. New publications 
were launched, among them, the second edition of a 
manual on tilapia culture, which teaches fishermen, 
students, extension workers, and fishery instructors 
how to grow rilapia in cages, pens and ponds, Also 
launched was а new manual on big head carp-raising 
which tackles the propagation of big head carp using. 
hormones, hatchery design and seed production 
Copies are available at the Seafdec/AQD offices. 


21 unions form alliance 


Бо тасса Introducing the Mitsubishi Motors Service Plus 


ments in Negros Occidental. Roy Cordova, provincial 


» = = = = = 
chairman of the Partido ng Manggagawa- Negros and a x B id n 
Sonvenorof the alliance, said they would as other f H $ d 
555 employees to oppose the privatization moves. He È d d в 
Said privatization will practically place the entire SSS 
funds in the hands of private owners who "tan use it я тб? us Note 
according to their whims and caprices,” to the Diesel engine calibration, specifically for vehicles with over 60,000 
desimentof private sector workers who own the kilometers, produces fuel efficiency and heightened running performance, 

any » y at the same time ensuring safer emissions from your vehicle. 
Silliman salary hikes Owners of Mitsubishi L300 Versa Van, 1300 FB, L300 Exceed (Diesel), 
DUMAGUETE CITY—The Silliman University L200 Endeavor and Strada, Pajero, L400 Space Gear and 
ааст idi ai Adventure models with 4056 engines in particular, can avail of this 
the way fora more meaningful celebration of the SU's special factory-certified maintenance service at special rates at any 
ea e ота Mitsubishi Motors service shop. Plus, all these diesel vehicles 
salary retroactive June 1 Instructors will get P800: that undergo engine calibration will enjoy a 6-month warranty. 
assistant professors, РЕЗО oce professors, P900 
and professors, P1,000. The salary adjustments for 
the next two years were P7O0 Tor чиа, Diesel Calibration A |  Dieselcalibration B 
assistant professors, P750; associate professors, PROO (Calibration& Replacement | (Calibration & Replacement 
шй professors, PASO, A one-time cash gift of P3 000 Mandatory Parts) Mandatory Parts and Nozzle) 
чїй азо be given as а Centennial Bonus to ай full-time -= 
academic personnel who have served for at least a year fone) aa ыы P7,500 P11,500 
and P1,000 for those who have served for less than a 


year. ‘Alex Pal, PDI Visayas Bureau Mitsubishi Service Plus 

i ‘Members 
Brothers get life terms 

“Inquire s your near маони! dealer on how tobe a member 

BACOLOD CITY—Two brothers were sentenced мыд! Motors Servic Pls Diesel Engine Calloration Service get a 6 meotV10,00 km. warranty on bor and pars 
to life imprisonment by the Regional Trial Court {An аддйоса charge of P7000 apply би Visayas and indanse regions except Cebu 
here for the 1993 slaying of a village councilor in 
Hinigaran, Negros Occidental Brothers Ronnie and 
Paterno Ditchosa were found guilty of shooting and 
stabbing о death Alfredo Gonzales on Jan, 2 
1993. The brothers killed Gonzales following 
heated altercation during a drinking and gambling. 
session, Carla Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Tafiada heads foundation 


LUCENA CITY—Former Quezon Rep, Wigberto 
Tafada has been elected president of the Agrarian 
Justice Foundation Inc. (AJF), taking over from former Went evenvuvene ro senvevou 
Supreme Court Justice Abraham Sarmiento who guided 
the foundation during its formative period. The AJFI 
4 year as the DAR Agrari Е 
egal defense fund for agrarian reform beneficiar- [AUNT 


ies and implementers unjustly charged in court and eg ia sar 


P7,000 P10,600 
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Program. The DAR-initiated fund was transformed into ЕЕЕ: үнө Са Manon on Toa a 
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Securities and Exchange Commission as a non-stock, TERT 
non-profit corporation. 


‘Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Cops hunting gunmen 
‚ who bombed cell site 


LEGAZPI CITY—Police are 
tracking down the suspects in 
the bombing Tuesday of a Smart 
cell site tower in Barangay 
Cabangbang, Daet, Camarines 

. Norte. 

Supt. Jaime Milla, Camarines 
Norte provincial police direc- 
tor, said seven unidentified 
men armed with high-powered 
firearms detonated a still un- 
known type of bomb around 
6:15 p.m, 

Police recovered two penlight 
batteries and an electrical cord 
believed to have been used in 
the bombing. 

The perpetrators, on board а 
‘commandeered Tamaraw FX ve- 


hicle, with plate No. EVB-999, dis- 
armed Gary Bongat, the security 
guard on duty and brought him 
with them when they fled. 

Bongat was released un- 
harmed with his service firearm, 
Milla said. 

The suspects abandonéd 
their getaway car in Barangay 
Magang in Daet town. 

Milla said the suspects took a 
car owned by a certain Bong 
Martinez from driver Cesar 
Herico, who was still missing as 
of Thursday. 

Police said communist guer- 
sillas could be behind the bomb- 
ing. Job Belen, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


Lahar river quarrying banned 


BACOLOR, Pampange—The De- 
partment of Public Works and High- 
ways in Central Luzon has banned 
quarrying along the Pasig-Potrero 
River to avoid damaging the P2.7- 
billion FVR Megadike, the prov- 
ince’s main defense against Mt 
Pinatubo’ lahar. 

DPWH Regional Director Alfredo 
Tolentino prohibited the extraction 
of sand from the lahar-choked river 
beginning from the spillway of the 
Cabetican Bridge to where’ the 
Pasig-Potrero and San Fernando riv- 
ers meet—all spanning 15 kilometers. 
The river drains from Mt. Pinatubo, 
25 kilometers west of Bacolor. 

Inaletterto Mayor Romeo Dungca 
last July 24, Tolentino said the ban 
aims to “protect the megadike and 
flood/ahar structures against (the) 
damaging effects” of quarrying. 


Dungca said indiscriminate ex- 
cavations and quarrying have 
caused lahar flow to meander and 
veer toward the dikes, eroding and 
damaging the structures. 

‘The suspension will last until Oc- 
tober when the rainy season ends. 

But Tolentino clarified that what 
he banned were only desilting ac- 
tivities or the extraction of sand 
along the river channels. 

‘The DPWH allows this commer- 
cial activity to drain the water away 
from the foot of the dikes, he said. 

‘The Natural Resources Develop- 
ment Corp. (NRDO), the corporate arm 
of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, collects Р150 in 
taxes from every truck hauling sand 
from the river's middle portions. 

The NRDC levies a tax of P300 
per truck for regular quarrying or if 
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. Barbara Dike. 


sand was obtained from areas away 
from the rivers, for instance, lahar- 
Taden farms outside the megadike. 

However, distinguishing be- 
tween desilting and regular quarry- 
ing or regulating desilting activities 
along the river has always been a 
perennial problem for government 
engineers. 

Dungca found out permit hol 
ers often go beyond their desig- 
nated areas, scooping sand out of 
farms or even from the old Sta, 


that skirted paying taxes between 
July 3 and 14. 

Quarry operators, some with spu- 
rious permits, also enroached on pri- 
vate lands planned for agricultural 
rehabilitation, he said. 

Floriano Rivera, NRDC lahar 
project manager, said the DENR and 
its Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
are studying the merits of Dungea's 
quarry suspension order. 

However, Dungca has already 
enforced the order, requiring opera- 
tors in the town to show proof of 
their permits and undergo а valida- 
tion of the designated sites. 

“Unless that is done, we cannot 
‘weed out irresponsible, illegal opera- 
tors who, out of the drive for profit, 
cause destruction to the town and 
risks to our residents," he said, Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Vets warn of pigs 
that ‘dance’: They 
may have FMD virus 


By ALEX PAL 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Last Friday, he suspended both 
schemes, citing not only the dam- 
ages that unabated and indiscrimi- 
nate quarrying wrought on the Sta. 
Barbara Dike. 

‘According to Dungea, the mu- 
nicipal government also lost nearly 
300,000 in revenue from 1,300trucks 


through the soles of the footwear of a. 
person who has been to an FMD- 
stricken arca. А person who ingests 
FMD-infested meat also spreads the 
disease through his urine, especially if 
he urinates in open areas. 

The aim of the FMD task force, 
Utlang said, is to declare the Visayas 
free from FMD without having to re- 
sort to vaccination. 

Ап area may be declared FMD-free 
if it has not had a single reported inci- 
dent of FMD in two years. The last 
recorded FMD incident in the Visayas 
was in Пойо in October 1999. 

Balite said the FMD is a political 
and economic disease, which could test 
the political will of public officials. 

If an area is found to have animals 
infected with the FMD virus, we have 
no choice but to kill and burn all other 
animals in the area which may be 
stricken with the same virus, even if 
the owner of those animals are mayors, 
lawyers or other influential and power- 
ful people,” Balite said. 

Once the FMD virus hits а village, 
the effects are similar to being hit by а 
typhoon because all hogs and cattle 
would have to be killed and burned, he 
said. 

‘The FMD virus was first reported 
in the Philippines in 1902. It is thought 
to have come from China — ' 

Tn almost 100 years of an off-and- 
оп presence in the Philippines, only 
Mindanao has been spared from the 
FMD virus. 

Balite explained that tis is because. 
the inspectors are strictly enforcing 
quarantine laws in Mindanao. 

“IF а captain. of a vessel is found 
tolerating the shipment of FMD-in- 
fected animals, the captain could lose 
his license,” he sa 


Customs execs agree 
to probe smuggling 


LEGAZPI CITY—The Bureau of Cus- 
toms in Bicol has heeded the request of 
the Tabaco City Police Office to look 
deeper into the alleged smuggling of 
rice into the Tabaco international sea- 
port as about P189.5 million worth of 
rice were unloaded in the port in seven 
separate incidents. 

Customs Bicol District collector 
Marcial Lopez started hearings on the 
latest smuggling case at his office here 
оп Wednesday. 

Lopez clarified thatthe hearing was 
a proceeding against the cargo and nota 
criminal one. 

Chief Insp. Nilo Berdin, Tabaco 
City police chief, who apprehended 
the trucks of rice outside the port, stood 
as prosecution witness. 

Berdin testified that he was com- 
pelled to apprehend the trucks of rice on 
orders of city Mayor Alex Burce, after 
they became suspicious of the time and 
manner of the unloading of the commod- 
ity as had happened in previous cases. 

‘The police chief said in the first to 
sixth shipments, the vessels docked at 


Ex-rebs kill businessman 


ANGELES CITY—Three bullets 
pumped into his head by suspected 
rebel returnees killed businessman 
Remigio Simpauco, a former martial 
law activist and the city govern- 
ment's former executive secretary, 
early Tuesday. 

Simpauco's murder, the first to 
occur since last year here, came as a 
shock to Angeles City's business 
community, business leaders told 
the Inquirer. 

His female secretary and her male 
visitor witnessed the killing, reports 
gathered by Chief Insp. Lorenzo 
Detran, Barangay Balibago police 
station chief, told reporters. 

According to the witnesses, 
three men—one in his 20s and the 
two in their mid-30s—entered the 
office of Simpauco's security 
agency in Galang Building in 


DUMAGUETE CITY—If you haven't 
seen а pig dancing, better be wary when 
you do see one. Experts say a pig that 
dances could be exhibiting signs of the 
dreaded Foot-and-Mouth Disease 


looks like it is dancing the 
has FMD because its feet 
are painful. The moment the pig puts its 
feet down, it hurts so he has to pull it up 
again,” said Dr. Pablo Balite, provincial 
quarantine officer of Negros Oriental 

Baite, speaking at a Kapihan forum 
оп FMD on Thursday, said among the 
danger signs to watch for is when a pig 
gets lesions in з feet and tongue, which 
make either standing or eating very 
painful. 

The FMD affects not only pigs but 
also cattle and other cloven-footed ani- 
mals. 

Representatives of the national 
FMD Task Force who addressed the 
same forum said they were preparing 
to launch its campaign in October to rid 
ihe entire Visayas of the FMD virus 
and declare the Visayas as an FMD- 
free area to the rest of the world. 

‘Among the primary targets of this 
information program are backyard hog 
growers, hog and cattle buyers, meat 
inspectors and meat vendors. 

Dr. Alice Utlang of the regional 
FMD task force said they are strictly 
enforcing the ban on meat products 
from FMD-infected areas. They said 
they would appeal to the animal grow- 
ers to avoid raising, buying or passing 
off contaminated meat so that the FMD 
virus would not have any chance of 
spreading. % 

The FMD virus is easily spread 


the port at night and left early morning 
before their cargo could be inspected 
and cleared for release by customs and 
coast guard officials. 

Berdin said he has evidence that 
would substantiate his accusations that 
the rice shipment was illegal 

‘The cargo ship was supposed to 
unload 13,500 bags of rice but unloaded 
only 9,100 bags and immediately left 
when the vessel's crew noticed a com- 
motion at the роп, 

‘The rice shipment was allegedly 
consigned to a Ricardo Corral of Sor- 
sogon, Sorsogon. 

Corral, who did not attend Wednes- 
day's hearing, had earlier denied he was 
the consignee of the commodity, claim- 
ing that his name was just used 

He challenged police to investigate 
the case and look for the real owner of 
the alleged smuggled rice. 

The customs bureau has issued a 
warrant of seizure and detention for 
the 16 trucks of rice unloaded from the 
vessel MV бета. Job Belen, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Balibago here about 10 a.m. 

Seconds after introducing them- 
selves as applicants, the suspects, 
all wearing long-sleeved shirts, 
poked their 9mm and .45 cal. pistols 
at the secretary and her visitor. 

The suspects bound the hands 
of the witnesses with masking tape 
and gagged their mouths. 

Minutes later, the gunmen asked 
the secretary to usher them into 
Simpauco's office on the building's 
second floor. 

At the office, the suspects de- 
manded documents from Simpauco. 
Before he could get the documents, 
a gunman fired at him pointblank. 

Simpauco was killed instantly, re- 
ports said, Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk, with a report from 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 
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Scout Magbanua lives in mom's heart 


3 anything. We just marvel at what 
BY ALEX PAL 3 he said,” the teary-eyed mother re- 
Dumaguete City J called. 

Г HER spacious home on Scout Magbanua Street in < She said they were happy суеп 


the quiet neighborhood in Barangay Bantayan, edipi dioe ау 
Dumaguete City, Monserrat Magbanua leafed A. Ў Rod Жын е 
through some personal documents that brought back won- Jojo would be with us" 
derful memories of her son Jose Fermin. í Aside from building them th 


Todaymarksthe3Sthyearsince — Bayoran and Gabriel Borromeo of aay КЫ] күйкө ы 
that fateful plane crash in the ће Pasay City Scout Council; Mere Sene ces арка чылыы 
Aegean Sea that killed her son and Scouts Roberto Castor and " scholarship for outstanding Boy 
23 other Filipino Boy Scouts and Romero Rallos of the Quezon City х р а boating йш 
Scout leaders on their way to Mara- — council; Scouts Victor de Guia of ү TA ; Boy and Girl Scou 
thon, Greece, to attend the 11th Baguio City, Antonio Limbaga of Тыз has boon expanded to che 
World Jamboree, Zamboanga City, Roberto Lozano public seins In tos Negros OFF 

АЙ 63 passengers of the United ` of Dagupan City, Paulo Madrinan E Dau Boy Scout eed CU Seon 
Arab Airlines light died inthe rash оГ Pasay City and Antonio Torillo. 1 Count 
оп July 28, 1963. Jose Fermin (ojo оѓ the Cavite council; Б 2 с Т scholarship alas эө 
to his family) was only 14 years old. Scouts Ascario Tuazon Jr. and А assistance 10 scouts who have to 

For his 82-year-old mother, Rogelio Ybardolaza of the Manila ` 1 Mond abore 
however, the tragedy seemed to — council; and Scout Benccio Tot b z үй" “Maybe it happened that way 
have happened only recently. of the Tarlac council Айз tic Ln eed inte 
Кк... popes Good example : А that way. It was His plan 

1 yale ‘The Negros Oriental Boy Scouts н 1A Jit Monserrat said. 
though it was the fist ime. Tan: council usually observed [ "The Incident also drew the 
the rospect of observing his death  Magbunua's anniversary with flo- S > d р Magbanuas closer to the scouting 
o would ама аш та] offerings at his tomb at the М d movement 
paces (ү Mosen said. Dumaguete Memorial Park. This THE LOST CONTINGENT: Scout Jojo Magbanua (without his salakof) waves to well-wishers who saw them off at T would like the teachings if 

“Jojo represented Troop 37 of the tme, the commemoration rite will — the Manila International Airport 38 years ago. MOTO ROM SCOUTHAGLANLAMENORAMLA зсошіпр іо have an impact on the 
Silken University High School and include the unveiling of the Scout LU ^^ lives of boys and girls so they can 
the Negros Oriental-Siquijor Boy Joo Magbanua statue at the Boy remember her son by. These in- fests itself in our lives. We never needed it to build a house. Jojo become better citizens of the fo- 
Scouts Council in the jamboree, He Scouts Headquarters clude a letter she wrote to Jojo а. thought God would take with one said, ‘Dad, don’t worry. Iwill build ture—the kind of leaders we really 
‘was the only Visayan delegate. The statue was erected because ter seeing him off at the Manila hand and give with the other," your house for you." ‘want—honest, sincere, dedicated, 

The other Philippine delegates “Jojo was а good example and International Airport for Hong Monserrat said. Promise fulfilled truthful—all the qualities that seem 

рр model to the youth," said council Kong en route to Greece. She recalled that at that time, to be lost in the present day-gen- 
who died in the plane crash were E It was only after the plane crash 4 io yea 
De Bonifacio Lascano, scout mas. ` chief executive Alexander Kong Ш. These are words of advice the construction business of het thar the family leamed that Jojo ration of young people,” she said. 
ter and physician; Florante Ojeda, ‘The council's headquarters on which any mother would write her husband was not doing well as ex- Һа obtained an accident insurance ‘And if Boy Scouting and Girl 
president of the Agusan Scout Xagawasan Avenue in Dumaguete departing son, but I just treasure pected, and they were sending six policy at the airport just before their Scouting can make them beter men 
Тшей, Rev. Fr. Joe Martinez, also hosts the Scout Jojo Magbanua із letter so much.” she said. children and 10 nieces and neph- — planc left Manila. and women, I would gladly keep 
SJ asistani scout master and Memorabilia, which contains sou-  — Jojo'sdeathhaschangedihelives ews to school. “Who would ever think that оп supporting the movement to the 
chaplain of the Misamis Oriental  Venirs about the fallen scout. of his parents and five siblings. “We told Jojo that we could mot these words would come from a end of my days. I believe in the 
Council Filamar Reyes, assistant Tn the collection are photo- “Ме became more aware that give him any more money because boy who didn't know (what would scouting movement with all my 
Soout master and member of the graphs, news clippings, a baseball there is a divine hand that mani- we only had about P6,000, and we happen)? He was not a prophet or 
Pasay City coun glove and even a ceramic wall 

‘Scouts Ramon Albano, Wilfredo decoration with the Scout’s Oath, 
Santiago and Henry Chuatoco of Which fell from Jojo's room and 
Letran College; Scout Jose Antonio cracked on the week he died. 
Delgado of San Beda College; АШ the items were donated by 
Scout Felix Fuentebella of the Magbanua family. Monserrat 
Camarines Sur; Scouts Patricio _ still keeps other personal things to 


I hate that mosquito! 


LIKE AIDS, most people think 
they will never get dengue fever. 
We take it for.granted until it hits 
tus close to home. You don't choose 
mot to have dengue, the mosquito 
Aedis Egypti chooses you. And it 
doesn’t care if you are rich or poor, Rowena А 
educated or not, adult or child. V. Guanzon з 
А Filipina researcher died of ОСОН s 
dengue in Indonesia а few wecks 
ago. Ogie Alcasid's wife and And it is at that stage when we 
daughter have just survived it. let God dò the rest. Tim's platelet 
Many children we don't know died count started going up little by lit- 
of it, Че, but didn’t drop again. Tim got 
Former Governor Lito well, and is now governor of her 
Coscolluela of Negros Occidental graduating class. When we recall 
is now in the hospital. her battle against dengue we thank 
My family had our brush with Сой she is a big girl with a strong 
this evil mosquito, which probably — endurance—prayerful and cheerful. 
bit our niece Tim in Cebu while Nowadays nobody tells her to lose 
she was on а school field trip. She weight anymore. 
arrived home with a fever, and Ви 1 hate that evil mosquito, 
since Tim has a naturally pleasant — that Aedis Egypti, which looks just 
disposition and one who hardly like any mosquito except that it 
complains about her discomfort, her has a white stripe in its back and 
mother did not notice anything pe- — strikes from four in the afternoon 
culiar. But we are lucky to have till it starts to get dark, and bites 
three siblings who are doctors in — again before sunrise. 
the family, who suspected some- П breeds in clean stagnant wa- 
thing else, so Tim was immedi- — terlike in flower vases, bottles, and 
ately tested for what they thought even clean canals and water wells. 
appeared to be typhoid fever. Or You can drive it away by fogging 
‘what We hoped was typhoid fever. Ыш you can’t kill its larva that way. 


But when I listened to my siblings Sometimes I imagine this must 
analyze the blood count, eliminate Бе the mosquito that caused the 
this and that, and started using deaths under "mysterious circum- 
medical language with an almost stances” of those who disturbed the ш | 


‘monotonous tone, Iknew there was tombs in Egypt, the one they prob- 


something wrong. could beden ably called а cume in ts olsen | Gra your Pioneer M-Pass for every purchase of these most wanted mini-systems: 
oo Sc VS90, VS90SX, VS300DVD, VS500DVD, NS1, NS3VCD and IS-21VCD 


Tim was brought to the hospi- ‘The way to the dengue mosquito 
tal, where my siblings monitored is for all of us to make sure we 
her platelet count. Watch out espe- — eliminate all their breeding places. 
cially when the fever stops or goes Ме should clean up our yard eve- 


9 Prom ctun: 
down, that's when the platelet goes ryday, throw away stagnant water Ter риси lta loin Роло pring its VE, үзө? ҮМ. VSS000VD. 9- Promo is available aa participating Metro Manila Pioneer 
down. Tim's platelet count kepton їп cans, bottles, ties. Change the ТУШ NST, NENNCO ges you seo Aran el onan c 10 SM Cama move pais. dealers ony 

dropping and we prayed and water in your flower vases every- 


prayed, Tim is a prayerful віп, алё бау if you can't live without flow- +The M-Pass cari be redeemed from Те -sioro promo таар personnol and өй be given righi away eN CINEMA Manila + Centerpoint + North EDSA 
NEN 


when I spoke to her she said she ers in your homes. ere, D rere pep mcd le ied 
was not scared. My three siblings, And 1 mean we, all of us, our + Tha movi passas are Му vant tut i сомен cask svi othar tha ола or Овоо" Pampanga "190 * Bacoor 
including Tim's father, got ready neighborhood. 1 am beginning to brea ост ery $М Games Passes vad ила sue 90, 2002. Thay ee rl a к premier or 
for a blood transfusion. The down- sound like the Department of — Котыб Perl fi 1100 Васа of 2008 
ward trend slowed down, and then Health but yes, educating our peo- 
hit 27,000 (the normal platelet ріс against dengue is the answer to 
count is between 150,000 to this problem 
450,000). They got ready for a Үош are lucky if you survive 
blood transfusion, dengue. If you do you probably 
Фей my brother Casten d have the money. It costs а thou- 
asked for an objective assessment. sand pesos per person just to screen 
айу а falc question tp ask ef ва & blood donor. Where will a poor Promo valid until 
uncle of the patient, but I told him ^ family get that? They have nowhere Aug.20,2001 
to give me the bottom line. And 10 go but to goverment hospitals d 
here is what he told me, which to. who do not have sufficient re- 
my mind any sensitive doctor sources, The national and local 
should say to his or her patients, governments urge us to help pre- 
“we know what the problem is, we — vent dengue. It should also spend 
have the resources, the rest is up to for all the expenses of indigent pa- 
God.” tients in government hospitals. 
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Eruptions won't make him leave 


MALILIPOT, Albay—Felomino 
Vasquez, 78, is a survivor. 

This resident of Barangay 
Calbayog, a village within the 
permanent danger zone around 
Mayon Volcano, has never ex- 
perienced staying at an evacua- 
tion center. 

No volcanic eruption has 
been so strong as to make him 
flee his home—not even the 
1993 eruption that killed 74 
farmers like himself, 

The 74 were charred, almost 
beyond recognition, by super- 
heated pyroclastic materials that 
flowed down Mayon's slopes 


and plowed through the farms they 
were tending at that time. 

On Thursday morning, during 
the eruption that was described аз 
‘more violent than the ones that ос- 
curred in the past three years, 
Vasquez again refused to abandon 
his hut even while hundreds of his 
co-villagers were scrambling for 
safety. 

“I would rather stay home than 
be at the congested evacuation cen- 
ter,” the old man said in his native 
Bicolano. 

Rev. Father Ricky Bermas, 
Mount Carmel parochial vicar, vis- 
ited his parishioners in Calbayog 


and tried but failed to convince. 
Vasquez to leave. 

Almost all the residents of 
Barangay Calbayog are being 
housed at the San Jose evacuation. 
center. 

Early Thursday, the men trekked 
back to their village to tend to their. 
animals. 

At least 40 farmers were busy 
with their crops. Among them were. 
the Вїйаз brothers Ceferino, 51, and. 
Jimmy, 36, who abandoned the co- 
pra produce that they were about to 
take to the market when they heard 
strong explosions and sensed 
ground tremors at the foot of 


Mayon. 

But Vasquez was steadfast. 

“Thave never heeded any call 
to leave,” he said, adding that 
even at the evacuation center, 
any one could die if his time had 
come. 

He recalled that he found 
himself alone in the village im- 
mediately after the 1984 erup- 
tion. It was very dark even if it 
was only afternoon, he said, and 
һе just prayed to God for his 


death comes to everyone wher- 
ever he is," Vasquez зай 


Defiant Mayon folk say: We run, we return ... 


(From page A1) 


Aneffosive eruptive stage means 
that lava flow is continuing, accord- 
ing to Dr. Emesto Corpuz of the 
Phivolcs. 

“We expect to have more mas- 
sive explosions any time within 
the next few days,” Corpuz said 
at his headquarters at Lignon Hill 
here. 

Alert Levél No. 5, the highest. 
signal indicating that a hazardous 
eruption is in progress, is still in 
effect because of ongoing tremors, 
significant ground deformation 
and massive sulfur dioxide emis- 
sions. These, Phivoles said, indi- 
cated that more eruptions меге 
imminent. 

The Thursday eruptions pro- 
duced life-threatening pyroclastic 
flows, which swept mainly 
through the Bonga Gully in the 
southeast and the Basud Gully in 
the east, 

‘Smaller flows ran through the 
Miisi and Anoling-gullies in the 
southern slope, and still others in 
the southwest and western sec- 
tors. 

But all flows were contained 
within the 6-kilometer-radius per- 
manent danger zone, which has 
been extended to 7 kilometers. 


An early-morning observation 
yesterday showed that the tip of an 
advancing flow was at an elevation. 
of about 700 meters, or about 3 and. 
a half kilometers from the summit. 
crater. 

But Corpuz said that at the rate. 
the lava was flowing, it was unlikely 
to go beyond the danger zone. 

‘Coming home 

The Associated Press reported 
that many villagers, after a nervous 
night's wait away from home, ten- 
{atively returned for the day yes- 
terday to resume scaled-down rou- 
tines. 

Passenger jeepneys kicked up 
volcanic ash, farmers rode cara- 
baos to their fields and residents 
tidied up their ash-covered 
homes. 

Birds chirped and ‘leaves 
rustled in the breeze, nearly 
drowning out the faint puffing 
sounds from the volcano as it pe- 
riodically blew gray ash into the 
air. 

The ash rapidly poured from 
the crater before hitting an ob- 
stacle halfway down and soaring 
upward into a dark, cauliflower 
cloud. 

Despite the danger, Romeo 
Mansanera, a 31-year-old farmer 


Wife’s place not 
in the sala, SC tells judge 


(From page A1) 


his wife's presence in his sala. 
following complaints that she 
has assumed his functions as ап 
officer of the court. 

А Court of Appeals investi- 
gation found that the wife of 
Judge Frisco Lilagan, presiding 
judge of Branch 34 of the 
Tacloban City Regional Trial 
Court, not only had personal 
knowledge of cases handled by 
her husband, but had turned his 
chambers into her informal bou- 
tique. 

“Mers. Lilagan,” as she was re- 
ferred toin a high court decision, 
sells shoes, bags, herbal medi- 
cines and other products to court 
personnel and lawyers with 
pending cases in her husband’s 
sala. 

The Supreme Court, in a 10- 
page decision released by its first 
division, upheld.the appellate 
court’s findings that Judge 
Lilagan had placed so much trust 
in his wife she is allowed access 
“to court records in order to 
monitor the dates when cases are 
submitted for decision.” 

“There is impropriety in this,” 
the high court said in the dec 
sion penned by Associate Justice 
Consuelo Ynares-Santiago. 

“Records of cases are neces- 
sarily confidential, and to pre- 
serve their integrity and confi- 
dentiality, access thereto ought 
to be limited only to the judge, 
the parties or their counsel and 
the appropriate court personnel 
in charge of the custody thereof, 

"Since Mrs. Lilagan is not a court 
employee, much less the employee 
specifically in charge of the custody 
of the said records, it was improper 
for (the judge) to allow her to have 
access (о them),” the high tribunal 
added. 

‘The investigation was launched 
following separate complaints filed 
by Marissa Gordon, a legal ге- 
searcher, and а ceriain Jose B. 
Navarro, which the court later said 
was a fictitious name. 

Gordon alleged that Ms Lilagan 
was always in her husband's office 
selling Newport bags and shoes and 
Symmetry herbal products to law- 
yers and court personnel. 

.... Gordon also accused Ms Lilagan 
of acting as the judge's alter ego 
“since she calls and presides over 
court staff meetings, assigns staff 
workloads and discusses the merits 
of decisions and resolutions, some- 
times even with the lawyers and 
party-litigants." 


Shook up 

Gordon complained that Ms 
Lilagan's alleged antics were “being 
allowed and tolerated with pride 
їс)” by her judge-husband. 

She also accused Ms Lilagan of 
maltreating her on Dec. 16, 1999. 
"The researcher said the judge's wife 
followed her into his chambers, 
closed the door and gripped her up- 
per arms tightly and shook her 
roughly. 

Gordon produced a medical cer- 
tificate attesting to injures she sus- 
tained as a result of this episode. 

‘But Ms Lilagan, in turn, pro- © 
duced three witnesses saying she bad 
only scolded the researcher for 
spreading alleged falsehoods about 
her and her husband. 

Violation 

Judge Lilagan, for his рап, ar- 
gued that his wife's presence in his 
Office did not violate court rules. 

The Supreme Court disagreed, 
saying Ms Lilagan's constant pres- 
cence inthe judge's sala violated Rule 
2.03 of the Code of Judicial Con- 
doct, which says a judge "shall not 
allow family, social or other relation- 
ships to influence judicial conduct 
or judgment.” 

Ir added that the judge's practice 
of allowing his wife to “go over the 
records of cases in his sala may in- 
deed convey the impression that she 
is the one who can probably influ- 
ence (his) official functions." 

Axe to grind? 

Judge Lilagan said Gordon was 
only getting back at bim for refus- 
ing to allow her to go on leave while 
reviewing for the bar examinations 

The judge also said Gordon 
might have an axe to grind since he 
recalled a voucher she prepared for 
a conference she was Supposed to 
attend 

"The judge also denied that his 
Wife sell items in his office. 

He said Ыз wife would stay there 
to help him with his caseload be- 
cause "she was previously employed 
in the judiciary as a legal researcher 
of the Regional Trial Court of 
Pangasinan, Branch $1 for almost 

four years” before ranning for 
Te odha i Batea o ai 

"The Supreme Court said Judge 
Lilagan could not be faulted for the 
incident that transpired between his 
wife and Gordon since there was no 
evidence showing his complicity in 
his wife's acts. 

“Г at all, what transpired was 
apparently 1 quarrel between two 
women and since it happened so fast, 
there was по way by which (ће) 
judge could have anticipated or pre- 
Vented it," the court said. 

However, the court noted, the in- 
cident would probably not have hap- 
pened if Ms Lilagan did not frequent 
her husband's office so much, 


from Buyuan village, returned to 
pick up the fresh volcanic rocks 
that showered the area on Thurs- 
day. 

“This one's still hot," he said, 
holding a gray boulder the size of 
a microwave oven that he planned 
to sell to gravel crushers. 

"We earn some money from 
selling rocks, but of course we 
have to wait for the danger to 
pass,” Mansanera said, 

But as Phivoles warned, the 
danger has not passed. 

Experts have recommended 
that all activities be prohibited in- 
side the extended danger zone. 

The zone is highly vulnerable 
to hazardous pyroclastic flows, 
volcanic surges and explosions, 
they said. 

Corpuz said the instability of 
new pyroclastic deposits at 
Mayon's summit and slopes might. 
produce secondary explosions and 
landslide-induced secondary 
flows. 

Pyroclastic flows can reach 
speeds of up to 100 kilometers рег 
hour and temperatures of 700 de- 
grees Celsius, incinerating any- 
thing in their path. 

State of calamity 

PDCC chief Cedric Daep said 


that after the initial shock atten- 
dant to the evacuation of tens of 
thousands of people, all problems 
related to congestion, food and 
water distribution and disease 
outbreak had been solved, 

He said the province of Albay 
remained in the state of calamity 
declared by the local government 
after Mayon’s June 24 eruption, 
in order to speed up the release 
of emergency funds 

Daep said the more pressing 
problem of the PDCC was the 
threat of lahar flow. 

He said villagers living near 
river channels originating from 
the volcano had been warned to 
be ready to move to higher 
ground in case of sudden, rain- 
triggered lahar floods. 

Some 10-15 million cubic 
meters of fresh pyroclastic debris 
are loosely deposited on Mayon’s 
summit and slopes. These are 
apart from some 30 million cubic 
meters of debris deposited during 
earlier eruptions. 

‘We are on a constant lookout 
for any weather disturbance be- 
cause it would be a worrisome 
scenario if we experience a ty- 
phoon at this time,” Daep told the 
Inquirer. With an AP report 
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other 


party-list 


winners 


Comelec sought an additional 15 
days to wrap up its findings. 

‘An earlier Ivoutrex report said 
that aside from the seven candidates 
mentioned, those who gathered the 
biggest number of votes in the 
party-list election were Bayan Muna 
(11.3 percent), Akbayan Citizens 
Action Party (2.5 percent) and 
Luzon Farmers Party or Butil (2.2 
percent). 

At least 2 percent 

‘The law requires a candidate to 
get at least 2 percent of the base to- 
tal of all votes in the party-list elec- 
tion in order to gain a seat in the 
House. 

Each 2 percent allows a can 
date to enter a nominee. The can 
dates can enter a maximum of three 
nominees even if they exceed 6 per- 
cent of the base total. 

Ifthe seven groups mentioned by 
the Comelec are disqualified, their 
votes will be deducted from the base 
total of all party-list votes and al- 
low those below the top 10 to move 
up and meet the 2-percent require- 
ment. 

The others included in the top 24 
party-list candidates are Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino, Buhay 
Hayaang. Yumabong, Апак 
Mindanao, Alyansang Bayanihan ng 
mga Magsasaka, Manggagawang 
Bukid at Mangingisda, Cocofed, Co- 
operative Natcoo, National Confed- 
eration of Irrigators, Partido ng 
Manggagawa, Asosasyon Para sa 
Kaunlaran ng Industriya ng Aklat, 
True Marcos Loyalists, Chamber of 
Real Estate and Builders Associa- 
tion, Bigkis Pinoy, Sanlakas and 
Aksyon Demokratiko. 

Petition 

Four candidates—Akbayan, 
Promdi, Butil and Apec—filed a 
petition yesterday morning urging 


face ax 


the Comelec to announce the win- 
ners. They pointed out that the poll 
body completed on July 18 its sum- 
mary evidentiary hearings to deter- 
mino those qualified among the top 

Akbayan Rep. Еца Rosales said 
they filed the motion for “immedi- 
ate proclamation” because the 
Comelec also submitted to the Su- 
preme Court the other day its par- 
tial report on the candidates who 
should be disqualified. 

Rosales said the Comelec should 
immediately proclaim the winners 
because it no longer needed the tri- 
bunal to determine which candi 
dates should be included in the win- 
ners’ list. 

“The Supreme Court is a court 
of law and not a court of facts," she 
said. 

Rosales explained that the 
Comelec was the one assigned to. 
determine who was qualified. Thus, 
she said, it had the competence or 
authority to declare the rightful win- 
ners. 

She pointed out that the 
tribunal's remanding the case to the. 
Comelec was similar to its remand- 
ing a case back to a lower court. 

“In that case, the Comelec would 
be like a lower court which can de- 
cide a case on its own. Those who 
do not agree with the decision can 
appeal to the Supreme Court,” she 
said. 

Rosales also said the remaining 
130 candidates wanted the Comelec 
to extend the period of its review of 
their qualifications. 

She said that once Akbayan 
was proclaimed winner, she 
would file a petition urging Con- 
gress to investigate the conduct 
of the last party-list election to 
avoid confusion and mistakes 
next time. With a report from 
Philip C. Tubeza 


Give me alternatives, Gloria tells critics 


(From page A1) 


easy to criticize. My question to the 
opposition is this: Do they have an 
altemative agenda? If there is, out 
with it so that we can see which one 
could better help the people instead 
of talking about inconsequential 
matters," she said. 

The President said the opposi- 
tion should present alternatives to 
her goals like generating a million 
jobs in the agriculture sector, build- 
ing 150,000 housing units every 
year for the poor, and providing 
‘education for all and food on ev- 
ery table. 

Harping on three points 

"Unfortunately, I have not heard 
of any clear idea from the opposi- 
tion. No alternative, no suggestion 
or vision. Only crit 
said. 

Ms Macapagal said the “enemy” 
harped on three points about her 
Sona. 

That the economy had collapsed 
because of her, that she was dream- 
ing of all the programs because 
there are no funds to support them 
and that the paper boats made by 
three Payatas children, she cited in 
her Sona, represented a "nation that 
is sinkable, precarious and going 
nowhere.” 


The President rebutted the points 
raised by opposition Sen. Edgardo 
Angara in his counter-Sona at the 
Senate. 

She said that the senator, whom 
she did not mention by name, 
painted an economic collapse, 
Which the senator blamed on her 
"harsh, misleading and unrealistic” 
programs. 

The President said she had no 
control over external factors affect- 
ing the local economy. 

“This administration is only 
six months old. I think it is not 
too much to ask for more time to 
сиге these problems that we in- 
herited and to implement pro- 
grams to strengthen the economy 
and the country's security,” she 
said. 

The President reiterated that 
funds were available for her pro- 
grams, including the P20 billion 
for housing, P20 billion for agri- 
culture and a host of other pro- 
grams. 

“There is money and there will 
һе money to finance our programs,” 
she said. 

The President said government 
would not finance all the programs 
as the private sector was helping 
her. 

Yesterday, the Chinese Filipino 


Business Club turned over to her 
two school buildings for Albay and 
Pangasinan, She said the CFBC had 
donated school buildings for other 
areas. 

The President donated P12 mil- 
lion from the President's social fund 
to help the Habitat for Humanity 
Philippines to build 100 housing 
units for the poor. 

She said Habitat had raised a 
counterpart fund of P19 million. 

Militants’ ‘war room’ 

Malacafiang plans to set up a 
"war room" to monitor the 
progress of the President's com- 
mitments. 

Militant groups yesterday said 
they were putting up their own ver- 
sion of the “war тоот.” 

Crispin Beltran, chair of the 
Kilusang Mayo Uno, said the 
"people's war room” would have 
nationalist economists and data ana- 
lysts. 

He said the people's war room 
would have better measures than 
Malacaiiang in monitoring whether 
Ms Macapagal was keeping her 
promises. 

“We have the advantage of be- 
ing actual members of the 
grassroots sectors spread across the 
country.” Beltran said. “Our infor- 
mation network and feedback- 


gathering mechanism is undoubt- 
edly better.” 

The House of Representatives 
has already created a special over- 
sight committee to monitor whether 
the President was fulfilling her 
promises. 

House leaders have identified 35 
promises made by the President 
when she addressed the opening of 
the 12th Congress on July 23. 

Population explosion 
ignored 

‘These promises did not include 
reducing the country's rapidly 
growing population. 

Like a big elephant in a dining 
room that goes unnoticed, the 
country's burgeoning population 
was conveniently ignored in Ms 
Macapagal's Sona, Akbayan party- 
list representative Etta Rosales 
pointed out yesterday. 

“We really have to contend with 
our growing population. If a popu- 
lation management program were 
not included, any anti-poverty plan 
would surely fail," she said. 

“The populations of the coun- 
tries around us are growing below 
2 percent while ours still have ап 
annual growth of 2.4 percent,” 
Rosales said. With reports from 
Gerald б. Lacuarta and Philip С. 
Tubeca 


Tax cuts will worsen deficit, solon warns 


(From page A1) 


income tax were “unrealistic.” 
‘The finance department expects 


„a P29-billion reduction in personal 


income tax to be offset by a Р56- 
billion gain from the shift to a пк 
fied gross income tax on business 
for a net gain of P27 billion. 

“The projected gain from the 
new business income tax is simply 
unrealistic since it implies a 65-per- 
сет increase over the P86-billion 
collection from this source in 2000, 
Salceda said. 

‘The proposal is to reduce corpo- 
rate tax from 32 percent to either 26, 
21 or 20 percent. The reduction will 
be accompanied by the removal of 
exemptions for items like advertise- 
ment, travel, representation and 


d ; 

Ча reality, this implies an in 
crease of up to three times in effec- 
tive tax rates since a comparable 
proxy estimate of ‘gross income 
fax’ based on 1999 figures (using 
actual income taxes paid by corpo- 
rations as a percentage of gross in- 
соте) stood at only 7.8 percent.” 
Salceda said. 


He noted that the revenue pro- 
Jections of the finance department 
"were based оп a tax model from a 
study funded by the United States 
Aid for International Development 
(USAID) using 1996 data. 

Not accurate 

Salceda questioned the forecast- 
ing accuracy of the tax model be- 
casse it did not take into account the 
impact of the Asian financial crisis 
and the implementation of the Com- 
prehensive Tax Reform Program in 
1997. 

"The model is static and the es- 
timate does not account for the sec- 
‘ond round negative consequence on 
directly affected industries such as 
restaurants, hotels, transport and 
other services,” he said. 

Salceda described the proposed 
tax measure as “revenue neutral” as 
gains made from business taxes 
would just offset whatever losses 
sustained from tax cuts on individu- 
als. 

The Employers Confederation of 
the Philippines (Ecop) wants the 


government to immediately certify- 


to Congress as a priority adminis- 


tration measure the proposed modi- 
fied gross income tax system. 

Ecop president Donald G. Dee 
said the enactment of the measure 
would be a big relief for both cor- 
porations and the working class. 

Dee said a reduction in tax pay- 
ments would ease the burden on 
firms suffering from the economic 
slowdown, weakening peso and low 
consumer demand. 

Salceda said the proposed new 
income tax schedule for taxpayers 
would directly benefit only the 1.7 
million people who filed income tax 
returns in 2000 and not the rest of 
the 27 million workers. 

Pro-middle class 

“The proposed tax package is 
*pro-middle class’ at the expense of 
those belonging to the D and E sec- 
tors who hardly pay any income tax 
but depend on the public social ser- 
vices principally financed by taxes 
for their daily needs," Salceda said. 

Under the finance department 
proposal, those earning a yearly in- 
come of P75,000 or lower (лог 
monthly as erroneously reported 
yesterday) are tax exempt; between 


P75,001 and P150,000,.a tax of 7 
percent; P150,001-P350,000, 14 
percent; P350,001-P650,000, 21 
percent; and more than P650,000, 
28 percent. 

At present, those eaming a yearly 
income of P10,000 and below are 
slapped a 5-percent tax; P10,001- 
P30,000, 10 percent; P30,001- 
P70,000, 15 percent; P70,001- 
P140,000, 20 percent; P140,001- 
250,000, 25 percent; P250,001- 
500,000, 30 percent; and тоге 
than P500,000, 32 percent. 

Dee noted that the measure 
would go a long way in alleviating 
the plight of the working class. 

"The Ecop president said the tax 
cuts would increase the take home 
pay of the 28 million employed in 
the country. 

“This is.a better alternative for 
workers than a wage adjustment, 
which can easily be eroded by in- 
creases in prices of basic commodi 
ties and transport fares as well as 
upward adjustments in oil prices 
and power and water rates," Dee 
said. With a report from Rocky 
Nazareno 
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Aussie sinks record 
FUKUOKA, Japan — Australi 
men's SO-meier bterfly Friday in a semifinal at the world swimming champion- 
Ships. Huegill, who won bronze in the 100-meter butterfly at last year's Sydney 


Geoff Huegill broke his own world record in the 


Olympics finished in 234 seconds to eclipse the mark of 2360 he set at Sydney 


in March of last year. 


P’foods, Red Bull clash in semis 


Tomas in 


LA SALLE power forward Adonis Sta. 
Мапа hangs on to the ring after a rim- 
rattling slam against University of Sto. 
the UAAP basketball 
tournament on Thursday at the 
Philsports Arena. 
champion Green Archers won handily, 
87-73, for their 2nd win in three starts. 


FEU battles dangerous NU 


STANDINGS 
NU 2-1, FEU 2-1, 


UST 


By DENNIS U. EROA 


‘THE NEWFOUND strength of 
National University will be tested as 
the Bulldogs battle the Far Eastern 
niversity Tamaraws in the main game 
today of the UAAP men's basketball 
championship at the Loyola Gym. 
Inthe other senior game 
at 2 p.m., Ateneo із 
heavily favored to 
prevail 
‘winless Adamson. 
Ateneo is riding 


"N 


high 


strength of its 67- 
(64 victory over FEU 
‘on July 22. 

‘Ateneo, NU 
and FEU, La 
Salle and UE 
share the lead 

with identical 2- 

1, win-loss cards. 
Defending cham- 
pion Ateneo tackle 
Fr. Martin's Cup win- 
mer Adamson in the 
lone junior en- 


The defending 


ROMYHOMILLADA 


UE 2-1, La 
Salle 2-1, Ateneo 2-1, UP 1-2, 
1-2, Adamson 0-3 


GAMES TODAY (Loyola бут) 
11:30 am.—AdU vs Ateneo (Jrs) 
2:00 pm.—AdU vs Ateneo (Srs) 

„А 4:00 pm.—FEU vs NU (Srs) 


JRU seeks 5th 
win vs PCU 


GAMES TODAY (Fiza! Memorial Colseum) 
Тал SSC vs SBG (urs) 
‘Spm —JAU vs PCU Ges) 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


JOSE Rizal University guns for a th 
‘consecutive win against lowly Philippine. 
Christian University today in the NCAA 
basketball tournament at the Rizal Me- 
morial Coliseum. 

The Heavy Bombers stake their 
clean slate opposite the Dolphins at 5 
pam. after the 1:30 p.m. battle between 
the San Sebastian Stags and the San Beda 
Red Lions. 

Coming from an impressive 103-98 
beating of the Red Lions, the Heavy 
Bombers hope to ride on that momen- 
tum to beat the Dolphins, who have yet 

infuse consistency despite playing sol- 
idly foc the past three years. 

‘But although the Dolphins are lan- 
guishing at the cellar along with the Li- 
‘ons at 1-3, their lone win was done at the. 
expense of defending champion College 
of St. Benilde last week. 

That reversal senta strong message 
то the Bombers that the Dolphins are 
back with their giant-killing ways. 

"The Stags’ ferocity will be tested to 
the hill against the Red Lions, who are 
known for their deadly running game. 

"The Red Lions are the highest scor- 
ing squad, averaging at least 80 points 
per outing in four games. 


оп ше 


Bosco, Agustin make football finals 


DON Bosco Makati and Colegio San 
‘Agustin dominated their respective groups 
to eam tickets to the inaugural Lipovitan 4 
‘on 4 soccer campus tour finals. 

Playing solidly, Don Bosco Makati 
rubbed Colegio de San Agustin A and В, 
Don Bosco B and Tuloy sa Don Bosco to 
rule the Lipovitan LPO HS boys division. 

Colegio San Agustin topped the Lipovitan 
IRA girls side by downing Assumption A 
and B, Savio Youth Center and Colegio San, 
‘Agustin B. The games were held at the Don. 


Big-time 
karting 
returns 


AFTER asix-week break, 
big time kar 

with Round 6 ofthe 2001 
Shellsuper Karting Cham- 
pionships set this week- 
end atthe Batangas Rac- 
ing Circuit. 

"The Carmona Circuit 
Philippines and the Phil- 
ippine International 
Karting Association. 
jointly organized the so- 
Ties, whose other benefac- 
tors are Bridgestone, 
Nokia, Coca-Cola, 
Demver's Enterprises, 
Eastway Racing and 
Matchbox/Hot Wheels. 

Та the last outing, 
‘American Lee Bomgamer. 
beat his younger rivals in 
the F125 Class. 

Angelo Barreto, Juha 
койа, Bert Neuhof and 
Mike Francisco are ex- 
pected to give Bumgamer 
astiff challenge. 

Allan Uy, the series 
lender of the intercon A 
class, relied on his vast 
driving experience in the 
wet to repulse the chal 
lenge of up and coming 
karters Bingo Valero, 
Mario Cunanan and 
Marzo Samson. Uy is 
one among the few karters 
who welcomes the sight 
of overcast skies hinting 
ofrainshowers. 


at Pasay Road. 


Bosco Technical Institute grade school court 


Organized by Pro-Aide Inc., the campus 
tour is being sponsored by Taisho Pharma- 
ceuticals Phils, maker of Lipovitan LPO, 
Lipovitan XL and Lipovitan Ira. The co- 
sponsors are Mizuno, Magic 89.9, Excel 
Press, Powerplant Mall, Rockwell Center. 
Dexter M. Araquel is project director. 
Earlier, Rizal Technological University 
made it to the college finals slated on Aug. 
25-26 at the Powerplant Mall, Rockwell 


Center in Makati City. 

"We're very satisfied with the turnout and 
quality of competition. The success of this 
tournament means bright things for the fu- 
ture of 4 оп 4 soccer in the country,” said 
Araque! 

Paul Ceasar Diño, Michael Angelo Baquir, 
Айова Mari Racelis, Domingo Carlo Pallan 
and Paolo Agustus Togonon composed Don 
Bosco Makati. Mong Dang. Tara Plaza, Jenny 
del Villar, Kat del Villar and Angie Servillon 
‘made up Colegio San Agustin. 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:15 p.m—San Miguel vs Alaska 
6:30 pm.—Red Bull vs Purefoods 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


PUREFOODS refused to be cowed by Tanduay’s 
deadly onslaught in the homestretch last night 
to prevail, 82-74, and barge into the semifinals 
of the PBA Commissioner’s Cup at the 
Philsports Arena. 

In the second game, Red Bull manhandled 
Barangay Ginebra, 82-70, to arrange a best-of- 
five semifinal showdown with Purefoods. San 
Miguel Beer tackles Alaska in the other half of 
the semis. 

Getting the needed numbers from the stripe, 
the Hotdogs squelched the Rhummasters final 
quarter surge to advance into the next phase. 

Alvin Patrimonio, Rey Evangelista and Boyet 
Femandez accounted for the Hotdogs’ five of eight 


gift shots down the stretch while the Rhummasters 
squandered opportunities at the other end to close 
ош their campaign on a sad note. 

“We struggled in offense but played well in 
defense. Whatever happens on Monday at least 
ме will leave a legacy with this victory,” said 
Purefoods coach Eric Altamirano. 

‘On Monday, the PBA board of governors will 
decide whether to grant the Hotdogs an exten- 
sion or let the franchise close shop after being 
acquired recently by San Miguel Corporation, 

SMC also owns Barangay Ginebra and San 
Miguel Beer. PBA rule states that members can 
only maintain two teams in the league. The 
Hotdogs played like a well-oiled machine against 
the Rhummasters, who played minus Bric Menk. 

PUREFOODS 82—Castillo 18, Wood 16, 
Evangelista 16, Femandez 15, Yee 7, Patrimonio 6, 
Seigle 4, Yap 2, Fein. 

'ANDUAY 74—Carlaso 26, Freeman 16, 
Hontiveros 12, Hawkins 8, Fealubi 4, Webb 4, Loosiri 
2, Balingit 2, Pumaren 0. 


Lhuillier beats Nueva Ecija 


‘STANDINGS 

LBC Batangas 9-2, Andok's San Juan 9-3, Negros 

9-4, Cebuana Lhuilier 9-4, "FedEx Laguna 5-6, 

Nueva Ecija 2-9, "Davao 2-9, Socsargen 2-10. 
"Playing at presstime 


CABANATUAN CITY—Cebuana Lhuillier bucked 
the absence of Matthew Mitchell and banked on a 16- 
9 wind-up to beat Nueva Ecija, 94-87, yesterday in 
the Metropolitan Basketball Association First Phase 
at the Araullo Centrum here. 

Peter Naron, Roy Lura and Homer Se provided the 
heroics in the last 4:30 minutes as the Gems posted 
their ninth win in 13 games and catched up with 
archrival Negros at third spot. 

Nueva Ecija, which missed the presence of injured 
big man Dave Bautista in the shaded lane, dropped to 


2-9. The Patriots must sweep their last three assign- 
‘ments and pray that FedEx Laguna (5-6), which was 
playing Davao at presstime, would not reach six wins. 
in order to forge a playoff for the fifth and last slot in 
the quarterfinals. 

Naron, an acquisition from the Cagayan de Oro fran- 
chise, took up the cudgels for Cebu, pumping in 18 
points, grabbing seven rebounds and three assists to fill 
їп the void left by Mitchell, who left for the United 
States the other day to attend to family matters. 

The scores: 

Cebuana Lhullller 94—Naron 18, Lura 17, 
Delantes 12, Se 10, Taguines 10, Yu 10, Sayon 8, 
Padila 7, Mejia 2, Sasan 0, Montalbo 0 

Nueva Ecija 87—Aquino 18, A. de Guzman 16, 

de Guia 14, J. de Guzman 12, Allen 9, 
‘Bunyi 0, Racho 0. 
‘Quarterscores: 20-24, 47-47, 69-65, 94-87. 


Elorde daughter debuts today 


RITA Elorde, daughter of the legend- 
ary Gabriel “Flash” Elorde, makes 
her debut today аз a professional 
boxer in the undercard of the "Fist 
of Fury” at Casino Filipino in 
Paraflaque City. 

Elorde meets Marissa Alarde, a daugh- 
ter of a former OPBF champion, in a three- 
round bout which has threatened to steal 
the thunder from the Malcolm TuBacao- 
Randy Mangubat WBC international fly- 
weight mainer. 

‘Two other WBC international bouts are scheduled, 


ELORDE 


with WBC international junior flyweight 
titlist Juanito Rubillar staking his crown 
against Japanese Takahiko Mizuno and 
bantamweight holder Ricky Gayamo bat- 
tling Abner Cordero. 

"This boxing extravaganza is promoted 
by Gabriel "Bebot" Elorde and supported 
by PCSO and Thunderbird. 

For ticket inquiries, call 825-7229. 
‘Tickets bought may be exchanged with 
an equivalent bonus bet certificate at the 
Concierge section of the Casino Filipino in 
Parafiaque. 


GLIDER 


Harry Hipolito, the seniors MVP, glides for an 
easy twinner against an opponent during the 
recent Adidas Streetball Challenge in Davao. 
The Luzon leg will be held Aug. 4-5 in 
Bagulo's Burnham Park. 


Screening of stags slated 


GAMEFOWL breeders should be ready 
with their new battlecrosses for the 2001 


stagfigthing season. 


Veteran Fil-Am cocker Richard. 
Bates announced yesterday that screen- 
ing of stags for the “Annual RLB 7-Stag 
Derby,” slated on Aug. 28 and 30 at 
‘Mandaluyong Coliseum, will start on 
Wednesday, Aug. 1. Sponsors are 
Sagupaan Super Feeds Washout Sham- 


роо. 


Stags banded by Pagba, Исар, 
Migba, NGBA and GF-BAN are auto- 
matically qualified to join. Individual 
participants who prefer farm-to-farm 
screening may contact Bates at 0916- 
3156991, (046)-4140750 (Cavite) or 


824-0237 (Manila). 


Entry fee is P25,000 and minimum 


v 


bet is P11,000. 

Screening will also be done at the 
Mandaluyong Coliseum on Aug. 16 and 
26 (Sundays) from 9 a.m. 00 3 p.m, 
Weight limits are from 1.7 kg to 2:2 kg. 
Subinission of weights, from 2 p.m to 9 

strictly one day before. For other 
inquiries, please con‘act Mandaluyong 
Coliseum at 534-4110, 531-4003, 531- 
4005 and 535-2341 (new number). 

‘The annual stagfest commands a wide 
following from big-time cockers and 
breeders all over the country since Bates 
is well-known for his fair and strict imple- 
‘mentation of rules. 

Last year’s RLB stagfest remains as 
Mandaluyong Coliseum’s biggest crowd- 
drawer, according to coliseum manager 
Nandy Yu. 
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О BLACKS DECKER. 


Your caris most likely the second biggest investment you have next to 
your house. Keep it clean inside & out with Black & Decker 9511 Car Vac Plus! 
Nowata AT reduced price! 
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Вай 9511 Car Vac Plus! 


V Powerful 12v motor 
oy Extra long 5 meter cord 
МЇ Includes dust rush, 
crevice tool, 
accessory adaptor, 
v Upholstery brush 
and permanent 
washable filter bag 
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Promo pared: August 1- September 30, 2001 
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Fe Ace Hardware (all branches) 


*Нотетал (all branches) 
Home Works (all branches) 


*Hans Infinite Tools, EDSA ShangriLa. 
[+ Hardware Workshop (all branches) «Hardware Depot (all branches) 

Ee Contractor's Supply Depot 

fe Handyman (all branches) 
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* NC Home Depot се 

*Filmerican Hardware (all branches); 

* Tools Spezialist 


True Value (all branches) 
DIC Por No. 1178 eo 


Slamdunk 
game 
schedules. 


Jumpshot 
game $cores 
in real time 
on demand. 


Get up-to- 
the-minute 
updates when 
you subscribe. 


New SMART zed UAAP. The comprehensive UAAP. coverage every fan must not miss. Get 
updates, schedules, and even quarterly and ending scores—in real time! 


Тһеге аге two ways to score info on your favorite UAAP teams: 

. ibe to SMART zed UAAP and automatically get UAAP updates astheyhappen.. `` PKG START 

* Orrequest for updates whenever you want them. E UAAP 
'example: 


уре ШААР SKED and send to 288 to request for UAAP game schedules. 
:b, Type UAAP NEWS and send to 288 to request for the latest UAAP news. 2 
Але; Түрө in PKG START ШААР. 
Get SMART zed UAAP. So even if you miss a game, you won't miss a thing. 


SMART Wireless Center is now open to serve you at б 


niversat Records Building, 1487 Quezon Ау 
Оту #280 per ansaction, 


Nee 
emere 


Wait for the ЧААР. 
information, 


Quezon City 
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= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: SATURDAY, JULY 26, 2001 


ш Missing heauty’s family raises fears m Random acts of kindness “ 
she's been forced into white slavery touch readers 


Tadao 
aide also 
a suspect 


Bv CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


POLICE investigators are looking into the pos- 
sibility that Antonio Clet had ordered someone 
to kill Japanese harpist Tadao Hayashi so he 
could have full control of the musician’s proper- 
Чез. 

‘Supt. Dionicio Borromeo, Caloocan Station 
Investigation and Intelligence Division chief, 
yesterday said most of Hayashi's properties, in- 
‘cluding his two-bedroom bungalow in Caloocan 
City where he was found dead Monday morning, 
were in the name of Clet. 

When Hayashi, 62, decided to live in the coun- 
try in 1985, he bought properties through Clet, 
57, due to legal limitations, Borromeo said. 

Suspect Alex Ilagan, 31, who was arrested in a 
slum in Pasig City on Wednesday, had urged 
police to look into this angle. 

Tagan said he has known Clet for a long time 
and described him as “very domineering and an 
opportunist.” 

Clet was Hayashi's aide for 13 years. 

“Не” the one who should be investigated,” 
Tagan told the Inquirer. “He had the motive to 
have Tadao killed. He knows what really hap- 
pened.” 

Не said Hayashi often had to seek Clet's per- 
mission before he engaged in any business trans- 
action. 

He said that one time, Clet forced Hayashi to 
sell his Toyota Lite Ace van to a friend of Cler's 
so he (Clet) could get a commission. 

Borromeo said police are investigating Clet 
mainly because of his "unusual" response to 
Hayashi's killing. 

About 10 p.m. Sunday, Clet’s daughter told 
him that the lights in Hayashi's house were off, 
which was "very unusual,” Borromeo said. 

Clet, who lives near Hayashi'shouse, phoned 
Hayashi's talent manager and was advised to 
seek police assistance the following morning, 
Borromeo said. 

About 6 a.m. Monday, Clet, accompanied by 
village watchers, went to Hayashi's house at LD 
Village in Tala, Caloocan, the policeman said. 

One of the watchers reportedly refused to en- 
ter the house because he was “afraid of blood,” 
Borromeo said. 

“How come they already knew that Hayashi 
was dead?" Borromeo asked. 

Clet yesterday said he acted "unusually" on 
Saturday night because he had suspected that 
something bad had happened to Hayashi. 
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METRO 
Missing beauty's family raises fears 
she's been forced into white slavery 


BY CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA made to work as a guest relations Manila Central University, met Gumabon has been missing since 
officer after she was allegedly ab- Reyes at Ernesto's videoke bar in then. 
‘THE FAMILY of missing Caloocan ducted. Novaliches sometime last year, Two days after Gumabon went 
City beauty titleholder Sheena Marie © Police said that Gumabon, the Herminia said. ing, she was seen with Reyes 
Guiabon fears that the lesbian sus. reigning Mutya ng Caloocan, has Reyes was said to be the super- buying groceries at I Mart on 
pected of abducting her on July 17 become a hit among male customers visor of the bar when Gumabon Quirino Avenue about 11:30 p.m., 
Could be forcing the girl to work as a because of her “youth and beauty.” worked there as a part-time singer. — police said. 
prostitute, But police expected to find Herminia said she allowed her  Gumabon was said to be wearing a 
"Yesterday, Gumabon's mother Gumabon yesterday, who was said daughter to work at the bar so she sleeveless shirt and pedal pushers. 
Herminia, 51, told police she discov- -to be in Quezon City. could get over her disappointment Тһе following day, police said 
ered that suspect Leah Reyes, 28, Even if it appeared that Gumabon after losing a popular beauty con- Gumabon called her sister Hemady 
had forced her 16-year-old daugh- had gone with Reyes willingly, test on television. оп the phone and warned her that 
ter to work in pub houses in Quezon Reyes would be charged with ab- Since she met Gumabon, Reyes something bad might happen to her 
City since she went missing. duction of minor, police said. ‘was said to have been courting her. if the family is planning to do some- 
Supt. Dionicio Borromeo, Owners of several bars, Herminia- Last week, awitness saw Gumabon thing about her disappearance. 
Caloocan Station Investigation and said, had told her that Reyes made leaving Emesto's bar early in the Police said the call was traced as 
Intelligence Division chief, con- her daughter work with other young morning of Tuesday, police said. coming from Quezon City. 
firmed Herminia’s fears and said girls she had also apparently lured. Reyes was in а car with Gumabon, That was the last time Gumabon's 
police found ош that Gumabon ғаз Gumabon, a freshman student at, the witness said. family heard from her, police said. 


Lacson’s alleged illegal drugs trade 


есте трева асе ма үг Ei а ыны 
шыны жолоо коршы ками e 
laid bare to the public. TARGEEE | Hi tivities of the special groups he men, it dawned on me why Ping Lacson 
ее ete TARGE MO DEL aaa Beenaa 
Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task oss = ФАСО. x тм Н Ed is gait compared n 
Рио (PAOCTE gy gy rowe jerseaveryineaingpiceths tothe ые of mile огеш "Tad de al 
ME US pe шкы eM ri ee ei eere == ‘Tadao aide also a suspect 
ыкы кшз See кышны 
le's irritable these days, especially н it si Pin inside Camp Crame, seized metham- Lacson was able to presenta Mr.Clean (From page A19) Hayashi case is far from over even 
since you came out with your open let- siya ng mga bata niya,” the source phetamine hydrochloride (popularly image to the public. after Ilagan’s arrest. The officer said 
ter to him in your column,” said the said, “parang hindi niya alam ang Known asshabu) wasrepacked for dis- Ву the way, the persons who claim He said that when he and the vil- Hayashi could have been killed for 
highly reliable source. gagawin niya (Ping is mad at Aquino tribution in the streets. to be knowledgeable about Lacson'sil- lage watchers went to Hayashi's а "much deeper reason.” 
06 and Mancao for leaving him. He PAOCTF was ће main distribution legal activities are willing to testify house, he did not go in because he Tagan was arrested by members 
His former henchmen, Senior doesn't seem to know what to do)" Center of shabu during the time of against the senator during the impend- was afraid of being implicated in the оѓ Task Force Tadao led by Insp. 
Superintendents Michael Ray WhatbothersLacsonnoendisthe President Erap, according to a source ing Senate inquiry. case. Marcelo Mariano after witness 
Aquino and Cesar Manca, ате re. possibility ofa Senate inquiry, ae. Who once worked forthe special unit, Lagor ka ауда __ He said he didn't want his Па. Reynaldo Ortllan claimed he saw 
portedly left for the Unite states cording to the mole, although he's 2 about Ping Lacson's an erprints to be found in Hayashi’: lagan knocking at Hayashi’: г 
Ко Маке безше. (чере ра ем ум час Where did the shabucome from?  PAOCTF's illegal activitiesinthiscol- БЕТИН, to be found in Hayashi's Iagan knocking at Hayashi's door 
My source said one of the sources umn in the coming days. Abangan! се MAG DUE WM: 4 
of shabu was the sea off Mabini, sss Gabi pa lang kinutuban na Police theorized that Ilagan killed 
Batangas, where the narcotic, takenin By the way, Ping Lacson still goes alaga ako (I was worried as carly Hayashi for refusing to give in to a 
by ocean-going ships, was dumped. home to his house at BF Homes in 25 the night before)," Clet said. demand. The suspect allegedly had 
Divers from the special reactionunit Parañaque, according to my source. He denied that he was an oppor- а history of beating up his gay lov- 
Saturday, July 28, 2001 twice a month from the same general village at Ayala-Alabang, the source — Hayashi's van for P120,000 about Police said Ilagan also had 
йө 16th Week in Ordinary Time OE area off Mabini. said. two years ago, but he said Hayashi scratches on his forearms and 
ling: = ‘The special reaction unit or SRU was Magaling magtago ng kanyang һай asked him to do it. chest, which could be signs that 
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Кап tola his ips another parable, “The kingdom of heaven eane | tached 1 the PAOCTE purponedly kayamanan long sf “Mr Clean’ Не claimed he was not interested Hayashi put up a fight when he was 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While everyone was | SRU is an elite unit within the elite miya kay Alice. m ы 


asleep, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and left. ~ : бе properties. Hayashi's remains were cremated 
Ste cs meatal and poid rate; oe пеи араа | Shee ee слева оба US Hayashi was trying to sell the апд the ashes flown to Japan by his 
‘Then the servants ofthe owner came to him and said: "Si, was not good | Ngv¥Seals.Inshon.itsthecréme dela Herminio Ponte, manager of Lirio bungalow for P2.3 million because relatives on Thursday. 
seed that you sowed in your field? Where did the weeds come from?" oe i nm as featured in this he wanted to move to a condo unit ‘The relatives gave full authority 
He answered hem: Tis ithe work of an enemy? They asked him Space recently, sid that the fim маз ip Quezon City, Clet added. to Caloocan polite o file charges 
QUU Ud DI. TEN би wosk оза өм i E ‘The SRU, which has since been dis- not engaged in rice smuggling a : ME i T 
Do you ушга о д т pulley Gewese? Hod ee No ып | tari RU Ак tinct: эйс езанйриндер ree е said пе риши Haya a supected e 
m pall ор аата IN зари rove e =) = them. e еса Anthony Luna. In a letter, Ponte said: “Lirio Enter- О bi 
Just grow together until harvest: and at harvest ime 1 will say to the work- Luna and his men reportedly got prises is a salt wading company based СД] m. 
TROU i ve es е MAN rir ыж ns ts cler | cams ea the 30 eos of deer. Mani Izis owned by only one of udsman urged to probe 
“4 эрй. covered by the SRU off Mabini, said ће Lim brothers you were mentioning. H е 2 
н T. ep teenty Chie | YUE а: Pasay City licensing officer 
sins witch's epis hereby he де who тее инсон; | „ышты sles, 30 kilos of shabu бос not own nine ships, Maybe you 
он} cou: Prose tha very pout ice daring het he ciae чарыс -— translated into P60 million at that time. меге referring to Lite Shipping, which ü - 
odes pee Толо бенен онору | age SKU ыш sine Doen дйн owned byte oter baer. Bai BY NELSON Б. FLORES e табе снаја the 
ths enone before ihe dey igne Titii tossed. | Wine ie Ney Емне ot Шека Soie owen ol Lro аон. THE CRUSADERS forGood Gower, ВОО ag 
аар, Јени dm аы dente darbe | involvement in a pot to desabilize the not ihe owner of Lite Shipping” Rance of Pasay City yesterday THANE) Se o шоу 
нызы ners D gei Ombudsman Anaro Diles bel 
done to the community. The ultimate judgment must be left to the Son of Man ч : ^ 2 ігі could be proven that he was act- 
(rgd сая шры T. Calling all members of Class 1964 10 investigate the city's chief licens рг 
Г batty dre rte rr етан ОНАН Another source of shabu that ofthe Divine Word University (for. ing officer and her husband for al- ing as BPLO chief without authority. 
ime anly Father, in the vicissiudes of Ife we are prone to lose perspec | pAQCTF repacked for street distri- merly St. Paul's College) їп leged anomalous practices and in- е fixing syndicate was uncov- 
PES eie h bution, according to the source, was Tacloban City. volvement in a fixing syndicate op- ж БА меа онаа 
ме Fiblicalions Ме, 3 Mayami lage, Diliman, -| arrested by PAOCTF and other PNP Тһе class will hold a grand re- erating in city hall. inesday асас. m 
qu relin Publications Ine, 8 Mayumi St, UP Паро Diliman, -| trim mid my formant union in Таййип Clty ety, Ешй de National Bureau of лег at the Pasay Ciy Hall, flow 
$954; Fax) 921-7429; E-mail: claretGcnl net: Websites:ltip:ll For example, the big shabu haul ог more details call Clarita Investigation uncovered the opera- ing а complaint from businessman 
ано енин si: Lipa Cae) & hupilmissionaris- | in Pangasinan during the Erap ай.  Pelias-Veloso at 929-36-63 and Chit tion of a syndicate engaged in large- Edgardo Zapanta. 
‘laret.org (Claretians in the Philippines) ministration was cut in half when it — Roullo Elermos, 525-65-94, in Ma- scale fraud involving the issuance „Francisco was caught in the act 
reached Camp Crame, the informant nila; Baltazar Apita, telephone 327- of government business permits in 9f accepting a P2,000 bribe from 
said. The other half allegedly ended 1063 and Otillo Crisostomo, 327-10- Pasay City following the arrest of  Zapanta who earlier filed a complaint 
ee ee ee mmm nm m4 upatthePAOCTFbeadquartersand 63, in Tacloban. ctos раен with NBI that De la Cruz's husband 
M repacken far oireet быгы. For more information visit "Rein Wednesday., had demanded grease money from 
‘Wow! webster Clas 68 reunion: У Evang СООРО spokes: fim when he applied for a busines 


investigate Amelita de la Cruz, Bureau Permit 


Н 1 In his complaint, Zapanta said 
CIVIL LAW GORTS. diligence of сароча Anis | Atienza shuts down Pasig Ретнева ОПЕВАО) ie ND ge money va 
2180 and 2176 of the Civil Code, owners and managers are responsible for Ri t уч еа Ы о та оа top of the regular fee of P5600. 
ages caused by their employees. When an injury is caused by the neg- : е grease money was supposed to 
gea ofa eva or an employee, te master or exployers presumed 1o ver arrastre operations ^ wcosisteoncedierwne PEs boy adis de inne 
Бараа ia lies xti or ia de sapo of ter cades Ош proper authorization dine processing of bis epplication. 
This presumption may be overcome only by satisfactorily showing that | BY JEROME ANING signs of erosion because of the heavy __ Evangelista said that reports Zapanta claimed that he was able 
the employer exercised the care and the diligence of a good father of a family pie trucks, Atienza said. reaching their organization showed цо persuade De la Cruz to accept the 
inthe selection and the supervision of its employee. The Count of Appeals Ù MANILA Mayor Lito Atienza yester- "The Pasig cannot be used as a that De la Cruz’s husband has been payment for the regular fee and 
said that allowing petitioner Pestafio to ply his route with a defective | day ordered the shutdown of erste or = berthing place: cargo vessels and barges acting as BPLO chief without the promised him that the grease money 
speedometer showed lixity on the part of petitioner Metro Cebu in the g 18° operations along the Pasig River should load and unload theircargointhe necessary appointment and has would come later. 

opération of its businessjand in the supervision of its employees. The negli- in Intramuros, following complaints thet Port Area,” he told reporters during his signed a number of documents in But Zapanta immediately re- 

gence alluded to here ізба its supervision over its driver, not in that which | ре esa! loading and unloading of cargo weekly conference at the Hotel Pan-Pa- that capacity. ported the incident to the NBI. 
directly caused the accident. The fact that petitioner Pestañio was able to use tbcen ceusing traffic jams inthe rea, cific in Ermita “What we know is that Mayor "Efren Meneses, NBI Anti-Fraud 
a bus cope а faulty легер = that petitioner Metro Cebu. -= = aoe ы чэй glar quest sing € Eee [ed кайр Wenceslao Trinidad earlier tried to — and Computer Crimes Division chief, 

remiss in the supervision of its employees and in the. care of its ics er career аана го зах barges loading һауе Mr. De la Cruz appointed BPLO. el indirect briber 
Vehicles, I hadi ths failed to conduet з business withthe dingeocerequired Д 1те bank just behind the Bureau of and unloading fuel oil, legal or otherwise, chief but his appointment was то.  siahaior Sf the ANE Grafi and Cor 
by aw. [Ciutions omitei] [Justice Panganiban, Pesto v. Spouses р poveiiie Рана муе атй came af A ы Аа ды a еей by the ity council due to his papt Practices Act of the Plippines 
amayang, G.R. No. 139875, December 4,2000) ga р ingarunlosdingcargofrom tieburges. Polytechnic University of the Pilip. 28°" Evangelista said. "So what the were already filed against Francisco 
"he riverbank behind the BI build- pines campus and residential areas just "OF did was to appoint his wife.” and De la Cruz's husband before the 

ing has also deteriorated and is showing ^ across the river in Sta. Mesa. ‘The Inquirer tried to contact the Pasay City Prosecutor's Office. 
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METRO == од) 
Lacson: Tulfo received Р250,000 monthly from PNP 


BY FE B. ZAMORA 


quirer and GMA Network addicted tokilling. AtP10,000 a month, you owe me my temper," Lacson said. Acommon When Lacson assumed the post 

(www.ing7.net). Lacson said he met Tulfo in the P120,000," Lacson said. The official, friend would later tell Tulfo of his _ of PNP chief in 1999, he was shown 

INQUIRER columnist Ramon Tulfo Lacson said he had the payola ‘70s as a reporter covering the whom he did not identify, gave in тибе behavior, he said. along payola list. 

tops the list of columnists,commen- scrapped in 1999 when he assumed Metrocom. The friendship would because he wasalsoonthe take from “Apparently, he didn’t ееп "said this is too much (money). 

tators, editors and reporters receiv- фе post of PNP chief. continue to the “90s as they both  thejuereng lords. know what he was saying that I'll just give the money to the po- 

ing payola from the Philippine Na- “After that Tulfo started to rose in their respective professions. Lacson said he felt bad about night,” Lacson said. lice,” he said. 

tional Police when Panfilo "Ping" cizemebitbybitalthoughlignored “Моп was very supportive ofme Tulfo in 1998 when Director Genel III 

Lacson was its chief, Lacson said it. And then there were more because he knew me. Atleastupto Roberto Lastimoso was named chief iw 

esterday. ccisms,” he said. now, think he knows me. He knows РМР amid rumors that the appoint- \ 

Ye Tason said the monthly payola ^ TulfobelledLacson'sclims.He ту character. Even when I was pro- ment was going to be temporary. POWER PLANT 

totaled P1.6 to P1.8 million. said he had been praising Lacson vincial director in Laguna,heknewI Lastimoso, who belongs to Class N EOM 
In an exclusive interview with for years, and had even suggested never received even a single 1967 of the Philippine Military Acad- 

INQT.net, Lacson also accused that Lacsonrun for president in 2004. centavo from jueteng operators. ету, had sponsored Tulfo's adop- 

‘Tulfo of collecting money from PNP “The exposé is very recent. This And he loved to write about it. He (оп by the class. 

provincial commanders. He said із triggered by my realization that wrote aboutit several times," Lacson Lacson said Tulfo asked him to 

‘Tulfo even demanded arrears from Ping Lacson was behind the Dacer said. reject any offers from President 

officials who failed to turn in their killing. Lacson projects himselfas “Тибо knows because he has Estada to be chief of the PNP. 

monthly collection. Mr. Clean. In reality, he is into been asking for money fromthe pro- “Не was that blunt. He probably 
“Tulfo's take was very prominent drugs, kidnapping, smuggling,” vincial directors. Buthecouldn'tget Һай too much drink,” Lacson said. 

because it was the biggest. [cannot Tulfo said. anything from me,” Lacson said. But Lacson said he could not 

forget it. Two hundred fifty thou- Та his column On Target, Tulfo He said there were even in- possibly say no to the President 

sand pésos a month,” said Lacson accused Lacson of ordering the kill- stances when Tulfo collected "ret- “because he is the commander in 

inthe interview. ing of his (Lacson’s) wife's ex-hus- — roactive" payments. chief.” He said Tulfo insisted that 
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‘The full transcript can be viewed Бапа in the late ‘70s and of stealing 
at INQ7.net, the joint venture а Patek Philippe watch from a dead 
‘website of the Philippine Daily In- Chinese. Tulfo also said Lacson was 


“He told the official — you've 
been assigned to so many juicy po- refuse.” 
sitions. You" ve forgotten about me. 


Wycoco not afraid of probe 


By JEROME ANING 


NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation di- 
rector Reynaldo Wycoco yesterday wel- 
comed Sen. Panfilo Lacson's subpoena 
which sought to open to scrutiny ће 
NBI chief's service records at the Philip- 
pine National Police. 

“If it will make him feel better, then 
it's okay,” Wycoco said of Lacson's in- 
tention to examine his records. 

In a news conference at NBI head- 
quarters yesterday morning, Wycoco 
said he assumed his records would be 
used in the hearings of the Commission 
‘on Appointments, where he is up for 
confirmation, 

‘Wycoco said he is not afraid of any 
investigation of his career as a police- 
таап because he has nothing to hide. 

But he added that Lacson is “grossly 
mistaken” if he thinks the NBI will stop 
its investigation of the involvement of 
several members of the Presidential Anti- 
Organized Crime Task Force in many 
high-profile cases. 

Among the cases are the Dacer- 
Corbito killings, the Bentain disappear- 
ance, the Kuratong Baleleng killings, the. 


Dec. 30 bombings in Metro Manila and 
the abduction and murders of ethnic 
Chinese and Hong Kong nationals. 

Wycoco said Senator Lacson, 
through а staff member he identified 
only as Gana, has sent a letter demand- 
ing the NBI chief's PNP service records 
from Gen. Efren Fernandez, PNP director 
for personnel and records management. 

‘The records are to be submitted to 
Lacson's office ostensibly for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining Wycoco's capabil- 
ity and competence as NBI director. 

"If the good Senator thinks that the 
NBI will top its investigations because of 
this inquiry, then Im afraid he is grossly 
mistaken," Wycoco told reporters. 

Не refused to implicate Lacson in any 
of the crimes being investigated by the 
NBL He merely said many of the lawmen 
connected with the defunct PAOCTF аге 
“not yet off the hook" since the bureau 
still has to finish its investigations. 

“We are doing this for the sake of 
justice and peace,” Wycoco said. “This 
is not motivated by any other reason 
except to serve the ends of justice.” 

Lacson was former PNP chief and 
head of the PAOCTE, while Wycoco was 


the PNP deputy chief for administration. 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo ap- 
pointed Wycoco as NBI head afier the 
January Edsa "People Power II" revolt 
that toppled President Joseph Estrada, 

Ina press statement, the NBI also ac- 
cused opposition politicians of being 
behind the pressure on Macapagal ap- 
pointees. 

“Administration officials are now feel- 
ing the heat from the opposition," the 
statement said. "Threats of non-confi 
mation of appointed Cabinet members are 
flying thick and fast; even sub-Cabinet 
officials of the Macapagal administration 
are not being spared from the pressure." 

Also present at the news conference 
to express support for Wycoco were lead- 
ersof the Volunteers Against Crime and 
Corruption. 

VACC chair and president Dante 
Jimenez said Wycoco “accomplished a 
ot" during his first seven months in of- 
fice and that the NBI is in "good hands" 
under his leadership. 

VACC vice president and spokesper- 
son chair Lauro Vizconde said: "Let's 
keep NBI out of politics. Director Wycoco 


“even if offered to me, I should 


“For my part, Ijust lett go. I held 
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is doing well. He needs all our support." 


RTW trader 
loses РЗМ 
to robbers 


GARMENT manufacturer Alfredo T. Angeles lost. 
more than P3 million worth of jewelry to robbers xd 
who broke into his house in White Plains, Quezon tS абаз ыз 

iy. JSTEOVSLOUTLETS- METRO иал SH CITY * SH EGRE, БИ CEERPONT = S SOUT» 3 C 
"Angeles, 56, of 96 Whitefield SL in White MAMLA» ROBINSONS GALENA" ROBSON PLAGE MAMLA ALABANG TOW CENTER «ESTA SUPERI. SUPENCENTER, SUCAT 
Plate Qucux Clty, has la tbe Drovioce wh тоно: SH BACOOR + ROBINSONS PLACE MUS PAVLJON NALL BIMAN. LAGUNA «BM CITY CEBU OBIGSONSPLACE BACOLOD 
T e iy «Was ee prone NM COOYEESN кота PLATA, BAGUD = CSI CITY NALL, DAGUPAN SM CITY LONLO SH CY PAMPANGA  ROBNSONS PLACE CESU 
Thursday, said investigator РО! Gregorio 
Maramag of the Central Police District-Crimi- 
nal Investigation Unit. 

But police did not find any sign of forcible 
entry in the house, specifically in the master bed- 
тоот, where the jewelry was taken, Maramag sai 

Police said the robbery happened between 
am. Thursday after the Angeles couple left at 7 
алп. yesterday when the robbery was discovered. 

‘Angeles’ nephew Jun-jun discovered the theft 
when he went inside the master bedroom to get a 
lighter, police said. 

‘Jun-jun told police he saw his uncle's jewelry 
cabinet ripped open and empty. 

He said the main door to the house and the 
door to the master bedroom were usually left un- 
locked since relatives and other workers in the 
family's garment business would arrive late and 
would stay for the night. Only the gate was locked, 
Jun-jun said. 

On Thursday, only the cook, Girlie Y. Soliman, 
was in the house from 7 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Five other people, including Jun-jun, arrived 
after 8:30 p.m., police. 

They told police that they did not notice any- 
thing suspicious inside the Angeles home be- 
fore the robbery was discovered. 

Maramag said CPD's Scene of the Crime Op- 
erations (Soco) team, under Senior Insp. Rowena 
Gallardo, is checking the victim's residence to 
find out if the suspects left any evidence that 
‘might lead to their identities. 
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Inapi ka ba? 


Nabalong misis humihingi ng katarungan! 
Педа! na Trading Company' tiklo sa NBI! 
Raket sa Pier ng Cebu ibubulgar! 


SUSPECTI 
COURIERS .. | 2nd Sexy Date Movie Week! 
CAPTURED Introducing, the “Tomcats,” tropa ng fres- 


wheeling, sex-obsessed guys, na walang inatupag 
| kung hindi make-iskor at magbilang ng nobya. 

Nagpustahan ang barkada – sino ang huling 
barako na di patetali sa pag-aasawa? 

Matapos ang ilang taon, sina Michael (Jerry 
O'Connell ng JERRY MAGUIRE) at Kyle (Jake 
“| Busey ng STARSHIP TROOPERS) na lang ang 
natitirang bachelor sa grupo. 

Upang manalo sa pusta, ise-set up ni Mike si 
Kyle with super-seductive Natalie (Shannon 
Elizabeth ng SCARY MOVIE, AMERICAN PIE). 
Nguni't di niya inaasahan na malinlab din pala siya 
sa sexing dalaga. Manalo man siya sa pusta, 
maglalaho naman ang true love niya! 

Silipin din sa hilarious sexy comedy from 
Columbia Pictures sina Playboy playmates Julia 
Schultz at Amber Smith. Rated R. 


Akad Pakilan (left) 
and Banny Patas 
were arrested in a 
buy-bust operation 
at а fastfood 
restaurant in Old 
Sta. Mesa in Manila 
on Monday on 
suspicion that they 
were drug couriers. 
Chief Supt. 
Nestorio Gualberto 
(foreground) 
presented the two 
suspects to media 


people. 
VALHANOUMON 
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Random acts 
of kindness 
touch readers 


By MARIO CORNEJO 


A FEW weeks ago, I wrote an article 
about a man who helped me change 
a flat tire, and my attempts to pass 
this good deed on to others. 

Jt was fun to write, I got to pre- 
tend like I was a superhero, and I 
told a few jokes that probably no- 
body laughed at. I sent it off to my 
editor, and he published it. All that 
was left was to wait for any feed- 
back through my email. 

End of story, right? 

Except that the response was 
overwhelming. 

My e-mailbox was filled, and for 
once not by porn sites hungry for 
my business. There were letters from 
people all over the world, thanks to 
the INQ7 website. Not just different 
countries; I got letters from four con- 
tinents. And no, they weren't from 
my relatives. 

Му first reaction was surprise. 
Maybe it's just me, but I think every 
writer gets that weird feeling that 
nobody actually reads his stuff. 

My next reaction was dismay, as 
Iwondered how I would answer all 
this mail. 

But after reading all things 
people had to say, more than any- 
thing else, I felt humbled. 

Readers shared with me their 


thoughts and feelings. Some just 
wrote to thank me for brightening 
up their day. Others sent in sug- 
gestions for possible good deeds. 

‘And a good many wrote to tell 
me their own stories, of how people 
helped them, and how they have 
helped others. 

Like I said, very humbling indeed. 

As I said to my mother, it seemed 
like I captured the "Chicken Soup” 
crowd. On any other occasion, I'd 
view this with disdain. After all, 
those books just aren't cool. But 
the letters I received were so heart- 
felt that all my instinctive cynicism 
just melted like ice cubes on Kim 
Basinger. 

‘Samples 

In my original article, һай writ- 
ten about how a guy named Jovic 
helped me out when I had car 
trouble, and many people wrote me 
telling me about their similar experi- 
ences. Apparently, this was a com- 
‘mon occurrence, but some were ab- 
solute standouts. 

Ms Frances Репа wrote about the 
time she was riding a bus, and the 
driver, conductor and several pas- 
sengers went out and tried to push 
а stuck vehicle. When efforts to 
push the car failed, they actually 
carried the car to safety — and ай 
this in the pouring rain. 


Ateneo debate team 
wins int’l contest 


THE ATENEO de Manila Debate So- 
ciety recently won the title of Best 
Asian Team in the Australian De- 
bate Championships, a week-long 
tournament hosted by Nanyang 
Technological University in 
Singapore. 

The Ateneo team was composed 
of William Panlilio, a fourth year 
Philosophy major; Bobby 
Benedicto, a sophomore in Political 
Science; and Madie Dy, a sopho- 
more majoring in Management En- 
gineering. 

After seven grueling debates, the 
three undergraduates emerged as 
опе of the top four teams in the cat- 
egory English as a Second Lan- 
guage. 

They defeated Chulalongkom 
University of Thailand in the semifi- 
nals and the National University of 
‘Singapore in the final round to win 
the coveted title, 

This is the first time that a Fil 


RESCUE 1226 


pino team has won tlie Australian 
ESL Championship. 

The Ateneo team was ranked 13* 
ош of 84 teams from all over Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand and Asia, mak- 
ing them the youngest Philippine 
team in history to make it to the top. 
16 of the Australian championship. 

On their way to the final rounds, 
the team faced debaters from 
schools such as the University of 
New South Wales, Monash Univer- 
sity and Sydney University, to name 
afew. 

This victory adds another title to 
the list of accomplishments of the 
Ateneo Debate Society (ADS). 
Panlilio and Benedicto also won the 
World English as Second Language 
‘Championship in Glasgow, Scotland. 
Panlilio is currently the number-one 
ranked debater in the entire Philip- 
pines. Benedicto is ће reigning na- 
tional champion. 

АЙ three members of the team 


Mr. J. Samonte told me about the 
time a group of children passed him 
and his overheating car. The kids 
then drove back with a newly bought 
container of cold mineral water, then 
just left quickly without asking for 
payment. 

Many others wrote about differ- 
ent incidents on our roads, ranging 
from dead batteries to flat tires. А 
reader named Raymund Tang wrote 
describing a small, simple incident, 
with a traffic enforcer stopping the 
flow of cars to rescue a small kitten. 

But the stories weren't primarily 
vehicular in nat 

A life of kindness 

Опе young woman, who did not 
want to be named, wrote about her 
family, who adopted a child from the. 
streets and raised him pretty much 
as a brother, though they were far 
from rich themselves. Today they 
work in the same company, and still 
look out for each other. 

Another woman, now in her sev- 
enties, wrote me through snail mail 
after obtaining my home address. 
Her handwritten letter describes a 
lifetime of good deeds, helping 
those less fortunate than her. She 
recounted numerous stories of how 
she made kindness and charity a 
daily habit, and touched so many 
lives around her. 


Ms Angie Salanio wrote to tell 
те how she and her friends are also 
consciously doing acts of kindness, 
individually and as a group. In ad- 
dition, she pointed me to 
www.kindness.com, which is a site 
devoted to the same. 

1 leamed that there are actually 
organized groups that meet and dis- 
cuss their simple acts of goodness. 

These stories and countless oth- 
ers helped renew my faith in my fel- 
low тап. But some readers touched 
mein other ways too. Get your mind 
ош of that gutter, you pervert. 

Touch me 


For example, so many Filipinos 
abroad who read the article on the 
Web said how reading it reminded 
them about what they love about the 
Philippines, and what they miss 
about their country and their people. 

Others said that they were in- 
spired enough to try and do a good 
deed or two right after reading the 
article. That was flattering beyond 
belief. 

Quite a few readers wrote just to 


WINNERS ALL. (from left) Bobby Benedicto, Medeleine Dy and 
William Panlilio of the Ateneo debating team. 


also participated in the 8th All Asian 
Inter-varsity Championship in May 
where the Ateneo de Manila Uni- 


versity placed in the top four of the 
entire Asian region for the seventh 
consecutive year. 


San Juan forms disaster response group 


SAN JUAN town is now better 
equipped to cope with typhoons, 
floods and other natural and man- 
made disasters, according to Mayor 
JV Ejercito. 

The young mayor pointed this 
out following the formal launching 
of his brainchild, Rescue 1226, San 
Juan's disaster quick response unit. 
It is one of the major branches of the 
Municipal Disaster Coordinating 
Council, chaired by Ejercito himself, 

“Lam pleased that Rescue 1226 
маз finally realized early on in my 
term,” Ejercito said. 

He said Rescue 1226 was neces- 


sary since San Juan is prone to 
floods and fires, which last year af- 
fected many residents. 

During the launch, simulation 
exercises were conducted at the 
‘municipal hall grounds using equip- 
ment from the Philippine National 
Police, the Bureau of Fire Protection. 
and the San Juan Medical Center. А 
terrorist attack and bombing/fire 
situation were enacted at the San 
Juan municipal annex building, and 
а step-by-step rescue procedure 
was shown, including a demonstra- 
tion of how the area could be se- 
cured. 


74 seized, abandoned 
vehicles up for bidding 


CUSTOMS Commissioner Titus 
‘Villanueva ordered Customs officials in 
charge of public auction to prepare 74 
seized and abandoned motor vehicles for 
public bidding starting July 31, 2001. 
‘The 74 vehicles are among more than 
00 vehicles that have accumulated dur- 
ing the past three or more years in the 
yards of the Port of Manila and the In- 
ternational Container Port. They are 
awaiting finalization of the legal proce- 
dures that will declare them government 
property prior to their proper disposal. 
‘To be sold are several Mercedes 
Benzes, Mitsubishis, Hyundais, 
Daewoos, Bestas, Nissans, a few 
BMWs, Volvos, Hondas, one or two 
‘Toyotas, Opels, a Plymouth, Chevrolet, 
Ford Aerostar, Accura Integra, Ford 
Explorer, GMC Van, Dodge Caravan, 
Volks Vanagon, Isuzu Trooper, and oth- 


ess. 

Тһе conditions of the cars to be sold 
have been assessed and evaluated by 
experts from the private sector-repre- 
sented by the Philippine Motors Asso- 
ciation and the Chamber of Automotive 
Manufacturers Association of the Phil- 
ippines. 

Those interested to participate in the 
public bidding may view the cars at ће 
PMA's security yard at 387 P. Guevarra 
Streetin San Juan. The actual auction, to 
be conducted by the officials of the 
bureau's Auction and Disposal Division, 
will take place at PMA headquarters at 
683 Aurora Boulevard, Quezon City. 

‘A total of 66 cars have been sold 
since Villanueva took over Customs 
carly this year. With the sale of the batch 
of 74, the bureau will have a record of 
about 140 cars sold in seven months. 


Also conducted were a fire man- 
agement drill, first-aid exercises, one- 
person rescues (OPRs) and 
rappelling. 

‘The launch showcased the com- 
ppetence of Rescue 1226's component 
agencies: the Office of the Mayor, 
Department of Health, PNP-SWAT, 
Barangay Operations Center, Bu- 
reau of Fire Protection, Department 
of Social Welfare and Development, 
Peace, Order and Safety Office 
(Poso), Commission on Population 
(Popcom) and the Barangay Health 
Workers and Engineering Depart- 
ment. 


CYNTHIA AND CO-OPS 


Dr. Jesus Esteban P. Olano was 
team leader and Councilor Clemente 
Р. Bargas was head coordinator of 
the operating teams. 

Rescue 1226 is supported by the 
offices of the local government, 
health, municipal treasury, 
NCR Office of the Civic Defense and 
STOPDEATH. 

Jimmy Dacamante, assistant 
head of the Makati Rescue, was а 
guest in behalf of Makati Councilor 
Jejomar Erwin Binay, head of Makati 
Rescue. The Makati group trained 
and assisted the San Juan team in 
preparing for the rescue operations. 


no 


Las Pifias Rep. Cynthia Villar (extreme right) inducts into office the 
new set of officers of the city's Lingap Cooperative. Villar lauded the 
cooperative's efforts in improving the lives of the poor through 
livelihood and skills enhancement programs and services. 
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say thank you for lightening up their 
daily morning reading. Considering 
that the usual newspaper fare is 
pretty depressing, I guess people 
appreciated alittle levity. 

‘And some readers wrote advis- 
ing myself and anyone who has in- 
tentions of doing good deeds for 
strangers to Please Be Careful. I had 
to smile, not because I take their 
warnings lightly, but because I am 
so moved by their concer. 

And they do have a right to be 
concerned. While this city is re- 
vealing its good side to me more 
and more everyday, there are cases 
where kindness is abused and ex- 
ploited. 

One reader wrote of an act of ran- 
dom violence, where out of the blue 
he was attacked for no apparent rea- 
son, Another wrote of an incident 
where a man lent his jack to help 
someone with a flat, and the man 
took off with the jack. 

But even these stories are use- 
ful, and weré sent in a spirit of warn- 
ing, not deterrence. And I have to 


agree with them, Please Be Careful. 

On the whole, I think people are 
ready, even aching, to do some 
good, or at least hear about it. Being 
Jaded and cynical can get tiring af- 
tera while, I guess. 

But as people have pointed out 
tome, we don't have to go out look- 
ing for opportunities, they are of- 
ten all around us. My dressing up 
as a superhero and patrolling the 
streets was unnecessary and un- 
fruitful, primarily because I was 
forcing it. Just by going about my 
normal routine, but with my eyes 
wide open, I see countless good 
deeds waiting to happen. It's funny 
how much you find if you're on the 
lookout for it 

So thanks to everyone who 
wrote. You all made my month. Ex- 
cept for that one negative letter guy. 
You know who you are. 

‘And for those who wrote audi- 
ming for the sidekick role, I'm 
sorry, but I wasn't really serious 
about that. It was one of those jokes 
that nobody got. 


Marikina shoe . 
industry dying, 
warns solon 


By ROCKY NAZARENO 


THE MARIKINA shoe industry is 
dying. 

Local shoemakers face competi- 
tion over a dwindling supply of raw 
hide from foreign buyers, who have 
been snapping up the limited sup- 
ply of raw hide, said Marikina Rep. 
Del de Guzman in his speech before 
the 20* Asian Footwear Conference 
at Edsa Shangri-La. 

"Tam deeply disturbed at the dis- 
closure of the leather industry that 
that several countries are now buy- 
ing our limited supply of raw hide, 
using local surrogate buyers, at 
prices that local tanneries cannot 
match," De Guzman said. 

Не wamed thatthe "situation, if not 
urgently addressed, would lead to the. 
possible closure of tannery firms 
which, in tum, would have a domino 
effect on the shoe industry and other 
industries dependent on local leather.” 

De Guzman noted that “to re- 
place the volume of raw hides lost 


through uncontrolled exportation, 
the country has to import $117.6 mil 
lion or the equivalent of P5.645 bi 
ion annually, which is a huge drain 
on our foreign exchange earnings. 

He said а ban on the export of 
raw hides, animal skins and semi- 
processed leather is needed to ad- 
dress this problem. 

“Though temporary in character 
this export ban may not sit well wit 
commitments under the GATT- 
WTO," he 

He said other countries like In- 
dia, Pakistan and Bangladesh have 
already imposed a similar ban on the 
exportation of leather to protect their 
shoemaking and leather industries. 

He cited India as having banned 
even the importation of finished 
leather products. 

“The shoe industry used to be 
our source of national pride. It must 
be revived and further developed for 
it to serve well the needs of our 
people and become globally com- 
petitive," De Guzman said. 


Makati’s electronic 
library system opens 


THE MAKATI City government, 
through the Makati Schools Division, 
will soon operate computer-based 
brary systems, or electronic library, in 
selected public schools inthe city. 
Makati Mayor Jejomar C. Binay yes- 
terday said the electronic library, to be 
called Knowledge Activity Center or K- 
ACT, will be fully operational in August 
їп 10 public elementary and high schools. 
Binay said the K-ACT features а 
computer system that will be linked to 
the city government website, other 
Makati public schools, and the Internet. 
Iwill also have an electronic catalogu- 
ing of all books and reference materials 
found in the libraries, and CD-based ref- 


erences, 

Binay said all Makati public schoo! 
students can use the K-ACT facility for 
free. It will be open from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday to Saturday. 

“We expect the K-ACT to help hone 
the intellectual skills of our students,” 
he said 

The K-ACT schools include the 
Makati High School, Makati Science 
High School, For Bonifacio High School, 
Benigno Aquino High School, Makati 
Elementary School, Rizal Elementary 
School, Pio del Pilar Elementary School, 
F Benitez Elementary School, Nemesio 
Yabut Elementary School and Palanan 
Elementary School. 


Las Pifias upgrades flood control 


LAS PINAS Mayor Vergel “Nene” 
Aguilar yesterday said the city's 
flood control system has been im- 
proved with the installation and im- 
provement of the drainage system 
іп 20 barangays. 

‘The installation project covers 
barangays CAA, Пауа, Manuyo П, 
Pamplona If, Pilar, Talon 1, Talon 
П, Talon III, Pulanglupa П, Zapote 
and Almanza. The repair of drain- 
age systems is ongoing in nine other 
barangays. 

Aguilar said the improvement of 
the drainage system spared the low- 


lying communities of flooding de- 
spite the heavy downpour that hit 
Metro Manila recently. 

He said the declogging of canals 
and desilting of rivers and creeks are 
also being conducted regularly and the 
city’s 200 "Bantay-Iog" volunteers are 
mobilized in protecting the rivers from 
being used as garbage dumps. 

A committee, also known as the 
segregation, recycling and 
composting committee or Segrecom, 
is tasked to implement the waste re- 
duction campaign to achieve the 
city government's zero-waste target. 
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Caloocan employee 
gets 3 Ше terms 
for raping daughter 


Bv CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


А CALOOCAN City hall employee 
was sentenced to three life terms for 
repeatedly raping for a year his com- 
mon-law wife's -year-old daughter. 

Tudge Silvestre Bello Jr. found 
Francisco Lagahit guilty of raping 
the girl thrice between 1995 and Oct. 
17,1996. 

Bello ordered the convicted rap- 
{st to pay the victim P300,000 in dam- 
ages. 

‘The court could have sentenced 
Lagahit to death had the prosecu- 
tion proven that he was married to 
the victim's mother. 

Lagahit was a member ofthe Depart- 


The victim, now 12, was raped 
whenever her mother was working 
Lagahit often asked the girl's si 
lings to play outside so he could 
rape her in their house in Maypajo, 
Caloocan. 

‘The mother, however, even hurt her 
daughter whenever the girl complained 
of the rapes, court records showed. 

"The girl asked help from an aunt, who 
accompanied her othe National Bureau 
of Investigation. 

Police arrested Lagahit after medical 
records showed that the girl was indeed 
raped on several occasions. 

During court proceedings, Lagahit 
denied raping the girl. He claimed that 
relatives coerced the girl into filing 


| stas saroscon sa 


ment of Public Safety and Traffic Man- 


agement, which is under the city hall. mother. 


Moonlighting 
cop corrects 
face-off story 


By JEROME ANING 


А MANILA policeman moonlighting as a taxi 
driver who sued five National Bureau of Investi- 
gation agents last month for allegedly beating 
him up when he refused to convey them claimed. 
yesterday that the men did not brag being NBI 
agents nor belittled him because he was just а 
policeman. 

PO3 Joseph Abraham, 36, of the Western Po- 
lice District's tactical operations center, said the 
NBI agents did not say, “Pulis ka lang, NBI kami 
(You're just a policemen, we're NBI agents)," 
during their confrontation. 

"The quote was wrongfully ascribed to me but 
never even mentioned it, not even in my formal 
affidavit,” he told the Inquirer in an interview. 

‘The erroneously ascribed quote has report- 
edly caused ill feelings between WPD officers 
and NBI agents, hampering their cooperation in 
fighting crime and law enforcement. 

‘The policeman and NBI agents Leodegario del 
Rosario, Orlando Enriquez, Allan Linot, Flor 
Resurreccion have agreed to negotiate an off- 
court settlement of the cases they filed against 
each other, reportedly upon the encouragement 
of their superiors. 

PO3 Abraham said he did become mad at the 
agents, all from the NBI's anti-illegal recruitment 
division, because they tried to arrest him for re- 
fusing to convey them in his cab (UJT-125) on 
the night of May 23. He said he told the agents, 
who wanted to go to Quezon City, that he would 
по longer be taking passengers because he was 
going to work. 

He said that during the confrontation, which 
took place at the corner of Cabildo and Soriano 
streets in Intramuros, two of the agents even 
slapped him with an NBI ID card. He said he 
pulled out his service firearm to defend himself, 
causing the agents to scamper. 

But the duo returned minutes later with five 
companions, two of them still unidentified, and 
ganged up on him. 

‘A Marine stationed at the nearby Commission 
оп Elections, as well as other WPD men called by 
the policeman, later arrived at the scene and in- 
tervened. 

Two days later, PO3 Abraham filed a charge 
of physical injuries against the agents, who re- 
taliated by charging the policeman with violation 
of the Comelec-imposed gun ban then in effect, 
resisting arrest, and failure to convey passenger 
їп violation of taxi transportation regulations. 


Man tries to pass 
off fake peso bills 


POLICE arrested on Thursday moming a 28-year- 
old college student and messenger who alleg- 
edly tried to pass off two fake P1,000 bills at a 
post office in San Juan. 

The suspect was identified as Ray Anthony 
Golez, of 15th Ave., Cubao, Quezon City, a mes- 
senger of the АХА Insurance Agency. He will Бе 
charged with possession of the two counterfeit 
bills. 

But Supt. Rodrigo de Gracia, San Juan police 
chief, said he and his men were still determining if 
the insurance company for which Golez was work- 
ing knew about the fake bills taken from suspect. 

Guiez denied knowing that the bills were fake. 

Investigation showed that Golez went to the. 
Greenhills Post Office at 9:35 a.m. Thursday and 
told teller Charito Gavarra he wanted to place а 
‘money order. 

‘After filling out a form, Golez handed over 
seven P2,000 bills and two P500 bills to Gavarra. 

But when the teller closely inspected the bills, 
she found out that the color and size of two of 
the bills were different from the genuine currency. 

Gavarra alerted police, which led to Golez's 
arrest. 

De Gracia said syndicates spreading the fake 

“bills usually cleared the money through the post 
office. The recipient would later give the money 
back to the group to finance legitimate business 

« projects. 

The police official, who worked as director for 
legal affairs of the Philippine Center on 
Transnational Crime in Camp Crame, said this 
method of money laundering was also being done 
їп other countries. 

“We have to have money laundering law now 
in order to thwart this kind of economic sabo- 
tage,” De Gracia said. Agnes E. Donato 


charges against him since they were 
against his relationship with the girl's 
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2 nabbed for 1998 killing 


By JEROME ANING 


TWO suspects in the grisly killing of a 
21-year-old student in 1998 were ar- 
темей by National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion agents in General Mariano Alvarez, 
Cavite on Thursday. 

‘The suspects were identified by NBI 
Director Reynaldo Wycoco as farmer 
Roberto Cortez, 34, а resident. of 11 
Antonio St, Batas, Silang, Cavite: and 
carpenter Ruben Martinez, 45, of Kuta 
Sur, Malvar, Batangas and 291 Ivory 
St, Barangay Memije, ОМА. 

‘Cortez was tagged as the one who. 


bumed and buried the body of victim 
Jericho Jereza while Martinez was al- 
Jegedly among those who transferred the 
‘corpse to an undisclosed place. 

‘The arrest of Cortez and Martinez 
brought to four the number of suspects 
arrested by the police. Among those ar- 
rested earlier by the police were 
Barangay Maderan, GMA chair Victor 
Serwelas, and his son Anthony. 

Another suspect, Victor's brother 
Jose, chair of Barangay Old Bulihan in 
Silang, was also arrested by the NBI 
agents but he was able to post Ьай. 

Other suspects at large are Irenco 


Serwelas, Todel Gleponio, Rany Ber- 
lin, and Victor Bernardino. 

Jereza's father Enrique said the kill 
ing stemmed from a heated argument 
between Ыз son and Anthony during а 
birthday party held on Nov. 15, 1998 at. 
the basketball court їп Maderan. 

Enrique recounted that Anthony became 
тай at Jereza because a girl chose to dance. 
with his son instead of with Anthony. 

Later in the night, Anthony and sev- 
eral men stormed the party, abducted 
Jereza and beat him up. The suspects 
then loaded the handcuffed student to a 
barangay patrol car. 


Witnesses Inter appeared and led the 
police to an empty grave at the Bulihan 
Cemetery on Nov. 26, where portions of 
Jereza's body and clothing were recovered. 

Forensics examination showed that the 
student's body was bumed in the grave, 
was buried, exhumed after a few days, 
‘chopped to pieces, then bumed again and 
transferred to an undisclosed place. 

Wycoco said that on July 25, the 
NBI received word that Cortez and 
Martinez were seen roaming around 
Bulihan. An operation was launched on 
Thursday and resulted in the suspect's 
apprehension., 


Three girls arrested for having ‘fun’ in store 


FOR WANTING to have "fun." three 
high school giris were arrested Thurs- 
day afternoon while trying to smuggle 
out bags and a notebook from a depart- 
ment store in Mandaluyong City. 

‘The trio, whose ages range from 14 
to 16, were detained at the city jail and 


were facing theft charges. 
РОЗ Julius Pinera, case investigator, 
said the students were enrolled at the 
Rosario High School and Rizal High 
School Annex in Pasig City. 
Reports showed that the three girls, 
опе of whom was still in her school uni- 


form, entered one of the booths inside 
the SM Megamall long Edsa about 5 
у The teeners went in different direc- 
tions, with one of them taking a note- 
ook from the school supplies siall Noc 
Knowing at ther actions were being 
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followed, all three girls proceeded to the. 
second floor where they took three hand- 
bags with the same color and design. 
‘When they were about to leave the 
store, in-house detective” Victor 
Dumelod, 25, from the Combined Secu- 
rity Agency, nabbed them. A. Donato 
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Coastal road 
extension 

to speed up 
Cavite growth 


THE 11.4-kilome- 
ter extension of the 
Manila-Cavite coastal 
road, from Zapote to. 
Kawit and from Kawit 
to Noveleta, which is 
now the object of hec- 
tic planning and prepa- 
rations, will hasten the. 
economic and social 
development of 
Сауйе. 

The Coastal Road 
Corporation (CRC) 
under businessman 
Luis J. L. Virata, in 
partnership with the 
Public Estates Author- 
ity (PEA), conceived. 
the road extension 
project to be the most 
modem highway in the 
Philippines. 

At present the exist- 
ing 6.6-kilometer 
coastal road stretches, 
from the end of Roxas 
Boulevard in 
Parañaque City up to 
Zapote in Las Piñas. 

CRC plans to start 
the two-lane road ex- 
tension from Zapote to 
Binakayan. It will run 
southwest, crossing 
Kaingin River and will. 
continue along the 
coastline of Bacoor 
Вау. 

The road will turn. 
inland toward 
Binakayan, crossing 
the Imus River and 
passing over the Gen- 
eral Tirona Highway. 
The expressway will 
then proceed south- 
west until it connects 
with the Noveleta Di- 
version road. 

Construction of the 
coastal road extension 
will include a new dual 
two-lane asphalt-con- 
crete carriageway with 
a25-meter concrete 
hard shoulder from 
Bacoor to Noveleta; an 
interchange in Zapote 
and another inter- 
change in Kawit; atoll 
plaza and new toll col- 
lection facilities. 

The highway will 
be fully landscaped 
and will sport highly 
visible traffic road 
signs. 

СЕС is now work- 
ing out the P4, 1-billion 
financing requirement 
with foreign financial 
institutions. 

Funds are expected 
to become available in 
2002, when construc- 
tion will start immedi- 
ately, 

When completed, 
travel time from Ma- 
nila to Noveleta will be 
greatly reduced; values 
of real estate properties 
throughout Cavite will 
rise; sales revenues by 
local restaurants and 
resorts will increase, 
and the province will 
become a favored tour- 
ist destination. 

Motorists will have. 
at their disposal state- 
of-the-art electronic 
devices and the latest 
road features, 

Travellers can also 
look forward to safe, 
secure and practically 
accident-free condi- 
tions similar to modem 
highways in the United 
States. 
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Youth charged with abusing ex-mayor's niece 


‘THE suspect in the rape of the niece of a former mayor The victim's mother and a team of Pateros police- — old niece attended a party at Jimenez's residence оп 

‘of a Metro Manila town was arrested Thursday morn- men rushed to the airport and alerted the Aviation July 21, according to SP03 Francisco Sioco, Pateros 

ingas he was about to board a flight for Canada atthe Security Group-Philippine National Police (ASG- police investigator. 

Ninoy Aquino International Airport. PNP) about Jinenez’s plan to ев the country. During the party. the victim said Jimenez dragged 
Kershley Jimenez, of 2-С Scout Santos St, Sta, Investigation showed that the ex-mayor's 18-year- her into a room and then raped her. 

‘Ana, Pateros, was with his sister Catherine when he 

‘was arrested before he could board a Northwest Air- M URN EU TINES 

Tines flight bound for Canada about 8:30 a.m. Thurs- 
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Rape charges also had been filed against Jimenez 
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giants Globe Telecom and 
‘Smart Telecom will be 3 = i ЕМ 
‘opened to the public where der j i (М 
they can send their mes- ы У j CHEADLE 
sages directly. J I 
For Smart subscribers £ 
they can text the Mayor 
at 0919-456-9403 and 
0919-456-9404, 
Subscribers of Globe 
Telecom can relay their 
messages through 0916- 
330-9412, 0916-330- 
9413 and 0916-326-4946. 
All text messages will 
be considered confidential 
“The Philippines is con- 
sidered to be the text capital 
of the world, based on the 
thousands of messages pro- 
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FOUR-YEAR-OLD дне T 
Ryan Paul Caja was nint 3n ‚бл 
rushed to death when he лолат 
was run over by a maneu- y Р i d 161 
vering garbage truck in 
Tondo, Manila on 
Wednesday night. 

Caja, a resident of 
Unit 9, Building 1, 
Katuparan Street, Vitas, 
died on the spot while the 
unidentified driver of the 
truck (WUN-780) es- 
caped after the incident, 
былайда, ate T pter game g Gaara n ettet 
fie police said Сай and «c HL Oar Lb. 
other boys were playing 
on Radial Road 10 about 
1030 pm. when the truck 
arrived and began maneu- 
Yering inside the alley. 
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I pushing for SBMA-CDC merger 


" BYGILC.CABACUNGANJR. ВМА and CDC. The merger, he put their money in a project that of the culture of their workforce. 
= ae == added, would ensure unchanging would take at least five years to. Both SBMA Chair Felicito 
INDICATORS THEDEPARTMENTofTradeand policy directions, and common implement when they would have Payumo and CDC Chair Rizalino 
B ak Industry said Subie Bay Mevopoli- standards andproceiureinprocess- to deal with ee diferent sets of Navarro expressed support to 
tan Authority and Clark Develop- img projects. boards, different rules and with Roxas’ proposal. Payumo said he 
CURRENCIES ment Corp. must merge first in or With a merger, Roxas said, “ev- people who might not be around in would back the merger if that would 
Peso-Dollar Rate der to attract local and foreign in- —erything would fall into place” in- three years when there is anew ad- Бе what it would take to get his 
EN ал02 westorsto bankroll the integration cluding the implementation of the ministration?” he asked. dream project get off the drawing 
707 53.45 S and development of the former  Subic-Clark tollway plan, and the Roxas said that if the proponents board into reality. Navarro, a former 
{Жаз American military bases. sea and airport development ofthe SCAD project were serious, trade secretary, concurred with 
Aver aedi Trade Secretary Manuel "Mar" projects. they would prioritize the filing ofa Roxas that the main concerns of in- 

ОШУ 0072. Roxas I said that predictabil Based on its present structure, he bili pushing for amendments to Re- vestors in a long-term pro 

AY? 423,82 СС Policies and stability of leadership said the SCAD taskforce wasmade pubic Act 7227, which created the predictability and sustainability. 
i: 123. à Werethekeyconcems of investors ор of three governing boards—the ВСРА in 1991, to pave the way for Тһе SCAD was conceived to re- 
The US dollar was adag interested in taking part in the an SBMA, CDCand Bases Conversion the merger of SBMA and CDC. alize synergies between Subic’s 
2012392 as of Spam. bitious Subie-Clark Alliance Devel- Development Authority—whose Not unlike corporate mergers, deep harbor and Clark's interna- 
Му 27, 2001 opment project. leaders were replaced with every RoxassaidtheSCAD projet would tional runways and use this as a 
: i Roxas said this could only be political change. only work if the parties involved catalyst for the growth of Central 

GOLD:$266.20/266.70 |.— sieved through the merger of | “Howcanweexpectinvestorsto would also have а smooth merger Luzon. " 
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втоск Mazuer Industries post lower output growth 


т THELOCAL manufacturing indus- which was slower compared to the оѓ 162.4in May represented a2-per- percent and 89 percent capacity. 
Stocks ,,,. PSE Composite Index рар раа аа d чалгы ce ott e чу эн 
гар slightly “07 growth in the value of its produc- last 12 months. same month last year. Five outof 16 capacity utilization accounted for 
tion and 2 percent in volume, com- Sectors that contributed to the sectors in the manufacturing indus- nearly 40.0 percent, higher by 7.3 
iy, SATE ete pared to year-ago levels, a survey year-on-year increase in value of ty posted year-on-year increases. compared to year-ago level. 
d 


slightly, boosted conducted by the National Statistics production in May were food manu- Double-digit decreases in the Average capacity utilization rate 
parame Office showed. facturing, 12.8 percent; textile, 39.3 volume of production were ob- for May 2001 for manufacturing 
that brewer San Miguel ^ In a report on its Monthly Inte- percent; wearing apparel, 30 percent; served in the petroleum products was estimated at 76.3 percent, 3.9 
Т Corp. would complete ts ac- grated Survey of Selected Indus- electrical machinery, 17.4 percent; sector, wearing apparel, wood and percentage points lower than the 
quislionofCosmosBotling 159 tries, the NSO said that the increases non-metallic mineral products, 259 wood products, transport equip- 80.2 percent posted in May 2000. 
2: Corp., analysts sai. D"POBUSDZZAZAZ in both the production value and percent, and basic metals, 1! percent. ment, paper and paper products and ОҒ the 16 sectors that posted more 
Z The Philippine Stock ur volume last Мау were the lowest There were sectors that showed rubber products, the survey report than 8-percent capacity utilization 
Т} Exchange composite index recorded in the last 12 months. increases in net sales value and showed. rates, tobacco reported the highest 
Т added0.76pointstocloseat (See stock market report on Page 82) ‘The survey results were basedon decline in production value. These Ten major sectors exhibited sub- at 87.2 percent. Other sectors with 
1,368.34, the response of 430 sample estab- include the petroleum products stantial growth in the value of their тоге than 80-percent capacity uti- 
2 7 "The market is up only because of San Miguel," said Fitzgerald Асало ^ Jishments, representing nearly 83 sector whose production value _netsales led by petroleum products lization rates were miscellaneous 
2 KG Ino в percent of the total number of com- dropped by 2.4 percent but whose that posted IS-percentincreasefrom manufactures (86.7 percent), paper 
“The transactions on San Miguel, RFM (Cosmos parent т AFM Corb) panies covered. net sales value increased by 15 per- year-ago level. The others were tex- and paper products (85.6 percent), 
Hise Coens or гр л Fl rau tirgi Т Those Ms Remy sik The volume ofthe industry's net сеш. tile, miscellaneous manufactures chemicals (83.9 percent), furniture 
Шр cbs ce sad en Пако Замена сесине ка sales dipped 4.8 percent during the Those that showed increases in and tobacco. and fixtures (83.2 percent), wearing 
бап Miguel was expected о amounce ће deal later Fay. Negota- mona areveralofApa's arp production volumeand decreasesin The survey report also indicated appare (81.8 percent), beverage 
пе пахо ee оп оће ere tut value roseto P4349 milion Cent growth, the survey report indi- net sales volume in May wereelec- that only 21.8 percent ofthe respon- (81.2 percent) and rubber products 
trom 1.16 bilion shares worth P387.23 milion on Thursday. cated. trical machinery, non-metallicmin- dents were operating at full capac- (81.1 percent). 
San Miguel A shares rose 50 centavos to PA3 while йв В shares gained ‘The same report showed that the ега] products and basic products. ` ity (90 percent to 100 percent). Basic metals posted the lowest 
one peso to P57. "AFP value of the industry's net sales in Тһе volume of production index About 38.2 percent of the respon- capacity utilization rate of 67.8 per- 
May grew by only 4.3 percent, for the entire manufacturing sector dents were operating between 70 сеш. Р, 


Thanks to landline technology, 
a life was saved with help 
from 8,500 miles away. 


With the advances in landline. 
technology, videoconferencing now 
makes it possible to consult experts 
from foreign coüntries. In fact, this 
very technology made it possible to. 
conduct remote surgery at the Makati 
Medical Center, with an American 
surgeon giving instructions from New 
York. Videoconferencing. Just one 
of the many ways that the landline 
is making convergence work for you. 
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BUT I thought it was a good idea! Linking up 
telecom outfits such as Globe and Smart is good 
for us. Who wants to carry around two cell 
phones, anyway? 

‘Some moneyed people I know say it's hard 
to connect to Smart using Globe and vice versa, 
so they own two cell phones—one Globe and 
the other Smart. 

OF course, some people regard them as rich 

pretentious snots for having two cell phones. 
‘Truth is, they will still be rich pretentious snots 
even without cell phones. 
I BRING up the topic of snots because it has 
something to do with the day's hottest issue. 
Today's hottest issue involves Gloriaetta, al- 
though she's not even a snot. 

‘Supposedly, you see, Gloriaetta vetoed a bill. 
Certain people close to her wanted it to be, ahh, 
un-vetoed. It seemed they received a little, ahh, 
token of appreciation. 

That's why the issue is hot. The Senate op- 
position, as expected, must pounce on it because 
reports already have linked it to Gloriaetta's hus- 
band, Miguel Arroyo, 

Enter Laa . . . este, Nani Perez, the justice 
secretary. He says, legally, Gloriaetta cannot re- 
scind her own veto. It's not done, he says. And 
then he uses logic. 

Perez cannot see the logic in anybody paying 
up anybody for something that is not supposed 
to be done. It simply is not logical. Hmm. 

‘And here we were ай along thinking that bribes 
were given precisely to do something that was not 
supposed to be done. That was stupid of us! 
LOST in all this controversy, however, is the idea 
‘whose time has come and gone: the so-called inter- 
connection of the country’s various telecom outfits 

‘The vetoed bill would have given a government 
franchise to a company that would serve as а clear- 
inghouse for interconnection. So far, so good. 

In the beginning, the concept enjoyed sup- 
port from big telecom firms. Behind it was Jaime 
Dichaves, a friend of the man named Band 
Wrist Band, 


Conrado R. 
Banal Ш 


Under the plan, the companies would form a 


consortium. This then would own the clearing- 
house, Needless to say, Dichaves would also get 
to the picture, 

But all bets were off when Wrist Band had to 
80 home all of a sudden. A certain Pic Marcelo 
picked up what Dichaves dropped. This time, it 
became a solo deal. 

The group of Marcelo took over the concept. 

Cot out of the picture were the telecom compa- 
nies. What do you think they would do? Float 
paper boats along Pasig River? 
WITH the change in plan, naturally, the telecom 
companies ran all the way to the Palace to com- 
plain. For why would they want a rich, preten- 
tious snotty monopoly? 

Tt was, in other words, telecom's version of 
the MMDA “kotong” aides who only make the 
already busy streets even more chaotic. 

Or, if our telecom sector was the South Luzon 
Tollway, the newly franchised company would 
be the toll booth. Every pass you make, you are 
robbed. 

So the telecom firms lobbied with Gloriaetta 
to veto the bill. Somebody close to Marcelo sup- 
posedly went to somebody close to Gloriaetta 
for a little. . . well, help. 

Му source said it was not Mike the Knife. Italso 
was not Bing Rodrigo, who was accused by Mike 
as the one taking the bribe, Hint: civil society. 

IF cement importers get a restraining order 
against the Department of Trade and Industry, it 
may be the end of the local cement industry. It 
‘means the dumping will continue. 

Let's say that 2004 comes around. I don't 


know how Gloriaetta intends to explain to thou- 
sands of cement plan workers why they have to 
lose their jobs. 

‘One good prospect is Шап City. This used 
to be the most industrialized city in the south. It 
had the National Steel Corp.’s only plant. It 
closed down. 

Tligan has two cement plants. They are in 
danger of being closed down. What can 
Gloriaetta and company expect in Шап in 
2004? Paper votes? 

And it's not even because the cement plants 
аге not competitive. Our cement plants can face 
up to any cement plants in the world. They are 
as fit as any. 

Still, the whole industry is operating at less 
than half its capacity. It's all thanks to dumping. 
Imported cement is killing the locals. And right 
in their own country! Wow! 

INITIALLY, the cement industry wanted to file 
“dumping” cases against importers. 

They buy cement outside at only P86 per bag, 
against an actual price at the source of P137. 

‘That, the cement industry says, is out-and-out 
dumping. In this country, unfortunately, you die 
first before your dumping case is even decided. 

Look at the case of NSC. The steel plant actu- 
ally died even before its dumping case against Rus- 
sian steel could be finished. I's just hard to prove. 

Why is that? Because, in a dumping case, all 
the evidence against the importer is held by the 
importer. Your honor, may I submit this evidence 
against myself? 

Thus, not wanting to look stupid and still just 
die anyway, the cement companies asked the DTI 
for higher tariff on imported cement. This is still 
pending. 

Well, there's a case against DTI asking for a 
restraining order. It was filed by importers with 
short family names, represented by a certain 
Napoleon Co. 

Whaddzyano, Co is the very same person 
whose companies also figured well in the kill- 
ing of NSC. Yes, they were the ones dumping 
the steel from abroad. What a guy! 


La Tondena to absorb 3 units 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 


LIQUOR firm La Tondefia Distillers 
Inc. said yesterday its board had ap- 
proved a plan to absorb the subsid- 
ішу operations of two juice units and 


‘water unit into the parent company. a P6.9-bi 


ing La Tondefia as the surviving 
corporation, a disclosure tothe Phil- 
ippine Stock Exchange said. 
La Tondeña will seek stockholder 
approval at a meeting on Sept. 14. 
The merger is in preparation for 


m deal to spin off San’ thatit would acquire joi 


will be created under CCBPI. 

La Tondefia will continue to man- 
age Sugarland, Metro Bottled Water 
and SMC Juice until the end of the year 
before tuming them over to CCBPI. 

‘San Miguel announced in March 


low it to capture the beverage 
industry's growth prospects. 

By associating its water and 
juice brands with Coca-Cola, one of 
the world's most recognized brand 
names and a company that is also 


lywithThe aggressively augmenting its non- 
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La Tondefiais a subsidiary of the 
country's dominant food and bev- 
старе firm, San Miguel Corp. 
Sugarland Beverage Corp., 
Metro Bottled Water Corp. and SMC 
juice Inc. would be merged into the 
parent company's operations rather 
than operate as separate units, leav- 


Miguel's non-alcoholic businesses 
into its newly reacquired soft drink 
unit, Coca-Cola Bottlers Philip- 
pines Inc. 

It intends to consolidate busi- 
nesses that will be later spun off 
into ССВР1. It remains to be seen, 
however, whether a new company 


‘Coca-Cola Co. the water and juice 
brands of La Tondefia and hand these 
over to CCBPI. San Miguel owns 65 
percent of CCBPI while The Coca- 
Cola Co. controls 35 percent. 

By consolidating its non-alco- 
holic interests, San Miguel is hop- 
ing to gain a position that will al- 


carbonated beverage portfolio, San 
Miguel intends to face the market. 
as an even more capable and stron- 
ger player, 

CCBPI and The Coca-Cola Co. 
are also finalizing a deal to acquire 
Cosmos Bottling Corp., the profit- 
able soft drink unit of RFM Corp, 
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DISCLOSURES 


THE BOARD of Wil- 
Ham, Gothong & 
Aboitiz Inc. has 
changed ownership of 
40 million shares from 
its unissued but autho- 
rized capital stock 
from Aboitiz One Ine. 
to Aboitiz & Co. 
ALASKA Milk Corp. 
has purchased 19,000 
of its own shares at 
P2.04 each on July 26 
in line with its stock 
buy-back program. 
CENTRO Escolar 
University has clari- 
fied that the name of its 
chair is Lourdes 
Echauz and its director 
and vice president for 
alumni affairs is Lucila 
Tiongco. 
SAN Miguel Corp. 
has declared a cash 
dividend of 25 
centavos per share 
payable on Aug. 31 to 
all stockholders of 
record as of Aug. 10, 
ELECTED directors of 
Medco Holdings Inc. 
were Stephen Riady, 
John Lee, David Yah, 
Vicente Ang, Dionisio 
Carpio, Caly Ang, 
Solomon Castro, Lee 
Seng Huang and Edna 
Reyes. 
ITOGON Suyoe Mines 
Inc. has confirmed that 
PhilWeb.com Inc. is in 
discussions with some 
six potential investors in 
the company, including 
Dream Broadcasting 
System. No agreements 
have been reached. 
am 
ELECTED directors of 
Philtread Holdings 
Corp. were Gerard 
Brimo, Henry Brimo, 
Renato Leveriza Jr., 
Stuart Andrews Hess Jr., 
Ignacio Ortigas, Antonio 
Puyat, Eva Policar- 
Bautista, James Go and 
Alfredo Figueras. Com- 
piled by Ray Leyesa, 
PDI Research 
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Country 


United States 


Netherlands 
Аша 
Belgium 
йау 
Finland 
Portugal 


Schilling 
Franc 
Ure 
Майка 
Escudo 
Peseta 
Frano 
Punt 


Equivalent 


1.139082 
0.009212 
1.626837 
0.146224 

‚0662180 
0,743041 
01832121 
0.579096 
3021598 


0511292 
0.152450 
0453781 
0.072672 
0,024790 
0,000518 
0.168188 
0.004988 
0.006010 
0.024790 
1.269798 


Forelgn 
currency 
In USS 
1.000000 
01008087 
1.428200 
0.128970 
0.581328 
0852316 
0.554939 
0.508388 
2652681 
МА 
0.266667 
0.549089 
0,000100 
0,021603 
0272831 
0,000775 
0.877900 
0448863 
0133835 
0.398374 
01063799 
01021763 
01000453 
0.147652 
0,004379 
0.005276 
0.021763 
1.114708 


Forelgn 
currency in 
Peso 
53,5380. 
04330 
764630 
6.8727 
31.1231 
34.9237 
287103 
272181 
1420182 
МА 
142768 
293971 
0.0054 
1.1728 
14,5801 
00415 
470010 
240312 
7.1658 
21.3281 
34157 
1.1651 
0.0243 
7.9050 
02344 
02825 
14651 
59.6790. 
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As BPI celebrates 150 years of banking leadership, our cards give you 3 ways to win great gifts! 
С SURE DISCOUNTS AND GIFTS FROM OVER 150° PLUS- 150 WINNERS OF WEEKLY CASH SURPRISES! AND TO TOP IT ALL OFF -3 BIG TRIP PACKAGES ТО 


MERCHANTS 


Shop with your ВРІ Express Credit, ВРІ MasterCard, Express 


giving уой over 150 gifts. 
And that's just the start. 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
presents 


UNWRAP! 


, Whatever ВРІ Card you изе, you're qualified to join ће weekly Кеер оп shopping with your ВРІ Cards for more chances to win 
Cash or Express Teller's EPS, and get gifts of discounts and raffles. You may be one of the 150 lucky cardholders to win апу of the grand raffle prizes — trips to Hong Kong, Bangkok and 
special offers from over 150 merchants in more than 700 — P2,000 each! Y 


, Participating GMMA stores! 


sits Gra 
8-113 
1 DEPARTMENT STORE Fannar d Paia Far Sa Laza Dot Su 


Singapore, wrapped with $500 pocket money! 


So shop with your ВРІ Express Credit, ВРІ MasterCard, Express Cash or Express 
Teller’s EPS from July 23 to September 30, 2001, and get great gifts from ВРІ! 
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Steniel now ISO-certified 


PACKAGING leadership driven by quality, that 
is Steniel's greatest pride. Backed by almost 
four decades of experience in the manufacture 
of corrugated boxes and rigid plastic containers, 


Today, Steniel even strengthens its commit- 
ment to provide quality packaging solutions as 
its two subsidiaries, Steniel Cavite Packaging 
Corporation in Cavite and Metroplas Packaging 
Products Corporation in Parafiaque, were 
recently certified under the ISO 9002 quality 
standards, while its three other subsidiaries, 
Treasure Packaging Corporation in Cebu. 

Metro Paper and Packaging Products Inc. in 
Cagayan de Oro, and Steni 


Steniel serves the packaging requirements of the 
country’s leaders in various industries, provid- 
ing them with a wide array of products from 
regular slotted containers to highly intricate 
special designs and die-cuts, to high-end lami- 
nated boxes. All these packaging materials that 
Steniel produces come with one distinguishing 
mark, the Steniel Quality Guarantee. 


Mindanao Packag- 
ing Corporation in Davao, all prepare to attain 
the same feat within 2001. 


MEMBERS of the ISO steering committees of Steniel Cavite Packaging Corporation and Metroplas Packaging 
Products Corporation pose with Presient-CEO Delfin P. Paycana and BM Trada's lead auditor Theresa Toyn during 
the ISO 9002 certification presentation held at the Manila Peninsula last July 24. 


1 TAKE pride in congratulating the first two companies within the Steniel Group who have 
successfully passed the requirements for an ISO 9002 certification. These are Metroplas 
Packaging Products Corporation (MPPC) and Steniel Cavite Packaging Corporation (SCPC). 
МРРС and SCPC's recent feat of joining the elite group of ISO 9002 certified companies 
are a manifestation of Stenie!'s continued commitment of consistently delivering quality and 
service to our customers. It is therefore not surprising at all to see how the Steniel Group has 
evolved overtime from a mere manufacturer of corrugated boxes and rigid plastic containers 
into a company that offers total packaging solutions to our customers. 

T am also pleased to note that in the business community, the name Steniel has become 
synonymous to quality packaging materials. We have been in this business since 1963 and our nearly 40 years of 
experience and industry leadership speaks well of our accomplishments. Our incessant effort to improve our way 
of doing business only proves one thing. That is, at Steniel quality is not a coincidence but a way of life. 

The other members of the Steniel Group namely, Metro Paper & Packaging Products Inc., Steniel Mindanao 
Packaging Corporation and Treasure Packaging Corporation are also working towards their individual ISO 9002 
certification. We anticipate that all the companies within the Group will be certified during the year. 

To our customers, suppliers, employees, shareholders, and other partners in business, please join us as we 


celebrate MPPC and SCPC's ISO 9002 certification. 02 
ү) a 


Cheers! 
DELFIN P,PAYCANA 
President arid Chief Executive Officer 
Steniel Manufacturing Corporation 


TT HAS always been a part of the company's manufacturing practice to focus on meetin 
clients" requirements by providing the best possible solutions to their rigid plastic packaging 
needs. As our quality policy states, "at Metroplas our customers shall always be our top 
priority.” The 150 9002 certification stands witness to the realization of this goal. Thus, 
paving the way for an improved working structure and enhanced processes, leading to more 
efficient responses and better product quality. 

‘The dynamic market conditions in the packaging industry inspired us to pursue the ISO 

9002 certification. We have prepared and worked hard to achieve this distinction. We know 

that to be a cut above the rest, we had to be different. Months of hard work, sleepless nights, 

prolonged meetings, and non-stop documentation have all culminated into our latest source of pride—to be 
awarded this world-class certification 

‘This was made possible through the support of our head office, Steniel Manufacturing Corporation, the 
untiring dedication of the men and women of Metroplas Packaging Products Corporation and the inspiration 
provided by our clients and business parmers. 

‘We are thankful too to our ISO consultants, Rosehall Management Consultants, and our certifying body, BM 
Trada, for guiding us through the achievement of this goal. Above all, without the team spirit that pushed to pursue 
this goal, our ISO 9002 certification would have remained a dream. Today, that dream has finally come true. 

We know that getting the certification is only the beginning. As everybody else is getting certified under ISO 
9000, complacency could be fatal. To keep the edge and remain dynamic, we must continually implement, 
maintain and improve on our established quality system over time, as we race towards our ultimate aim of 


providing total customer satisfaction, 
com 
BENJIE М. ARCENAS 


Genpral Manager 
Metfoplas Packaging Products Corporation 


GREETINGS from Steniel Cavite Packaging Corporation, 

Today we celebrate а very special milestone in the history of our Cavite plant, the 
achievement of an ISO 9002 Certificate, This certification confirms that our plant is at par 
with internationally recognized standards for quality management, 

The ISO 9002 certification is significant in many ways in that it declares our commitment 
to excellence in quality management to our customers, employees, and stakeholders, 

To our customers, we reaffirm our commitment to the constant pursuit of your satisfaction, 
‘and our long-term goal of building bridges with you, We assure you that your specifications 
are met systematically from the procurement of raw materials, to the whole production 

process, and finally to the delivery of finished goods to your plant. We believe that as we deliver to 
your specifications on time and in full, your success as a company will be a reflection of our success 


Extends its warmest 
congratulations to 


CORPORATION 


For the quality system certification under 
ISO 9002 standards of its two subsidiaries: 


STENIEL CAVITE PACKAGING 
CORPORATION and 
METROPLAS PACKAGING 
PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


Mosca Asia Pte, Ltd. 
25 Tagore Lane #04-09 
Singapore Godown 
Singapore 787602 


STRAPPING SYSTEMS 


STENIEL MANUFACTURING 


эз an ISO 9002 certified company. We guarantee and commit this to you, 

To our employees, the quality management system will greatly enhance our awareness towards 
quality and customer satisfaction by developing a culture of quality consciousness in our day-to-day 
activities. Renewed emphasis on teamwork, motivation, and employee training will be made in 
achieving our individual, department, and company wide goals. Again, this is our commitment to 
pursue excellence in the field of manufacturing and management. 

To our stakeholders, otal quality management will assure you of greater efficiency and produc- 
tivity in our manufacturing systems by reducing waste and thereby reducing operating cost. Your 
plant in Cavite will enjoy the lowest cost of manufacturing in the corrugated industry 

However, in achieving this landmark, we will not be complacent, as the search for management 
excellence never ends. Our road has just begun for a cleaner and greener production process. In the 
very near future, our plant commits to a more environmentally compliant production processes, 
Greater emphasis will be placed in the overall safety practices of the plant. Our products will be 
‘manufactured in the most efficient and productive manner. And, finally our customer's satisfaction 
is our ultimate goal. 

They say the quest for excellence never ends, here in o 
our way of life, 


Steniel Cavite Packaging Corporation. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
to 


STENIEL CAVITE 
PACKAGING CORP. 


From 
Your Partner in 


Excellence and 


Environmental Care 
PETRON 


PETRON CORPORATION 

Petron Mega Plaza; Sen. Puyat Ave., Makati City 
Tel. No. (632) 886-3888; 

Internet: www.petron.com 


f 


Steniel employees during 
the ISO certification awarding night 


QUALITY POLICY: We are committed to deliver products and services that meet 
agreed customer specifications and performance requirements. We will achieve this 
by doing the right things right the first time all the time. We believe that team work, 
initiative and cooperation are the keys to this commitment to excellence. ` 


CONGRATULATIONS to 


STENIEL CAVITE 
PACKAGING CORPORATION 


From 


] x 


MALABON LONGLIFE TRADING CORP. 


Importer * Distributor + Wholesaler * Retailer 


625 Asuncion St., Binondo, 1006 Manila, Philippines 
Tel. Nos. 241-4194 (trunkline) Fax Nos. 243-3040 


CONGRATULATIONS to 
STENIEL CAVITE 
PACKAGING CORF. 
From 


(* KOLORFUL 
ISS’ WORLD OF 


KOLORA 


Manufacturer of: 
* OFFSET INKS 
* FLEXOGRAPHIC INKS 
* ROTOGRAVURE INKS 
* TIN LITHO INKS 
* WATER BASE 
* GLYCOL BASE INKS 
* SILKSCREEN INKS 
* LETTERPRESS INKS 


Manufactured by: 
Telephone No: 371-6397 

371-6399. 

KOLORA 311-6828 
INK AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 371-6427 
107 Judge J. Luna St., SFDM: Quezon Cit ji .: 371-6396 


CONGRATULATIONS 
to 


STENIEL MANUFACTURING 
CORP. 


From 


Carter Holt Harve 
Pulp & Paper 


Suppliers of Enzkraft kraft linerboard, 
semi-chemical medium, recycled fiber medium, 
clay coated folding box board, fiber cement pulp, 
bleached kraft pulp and unbleached kraft pulp 


Raco Trading Phils., Inc 


Exclusive Philippine Agents for Cater Holt Harvey 
10" Floor, Rufino Building, 6785 Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City, Metro Manila 
Tel. Nos.: 810-0301/02 Fax No.: (632) 810-3297 
Email: admin @racophil.com 


CONGRATULATIONS 
to 
STENIEL MANUFACTURING CORF. 


From 


i 
1 DaiEi Papers – Your Global Partner 
Mills representative for Paper, Paper Board, Pulp, Plastics, 
Ы Machinery, Power Plant and others 


DaiEi Papers, Ltd. 
Unit W-0802 PSEC 


DaiEi Papers (USA) Corp. 
550 Woodlake Drive. 
Cheasapeake, Va 

23320 USA 


DaiEi Papers (S) Pte. Ltd. 
4/0802 Pil Bldg. 

140 Cecil Street 

Singapore 069540 


Exhange Road 
Ortigas Center 
Pasig City 1605 
Tel. No. 635-0395 "Tel. No. 001-757-523-2100 
Fax No. 635-0596 Fax No. 001-757-523-2075 
aici papers@skyinet.net va@daicipapers.com 


Tel. No. 0065-220-2119 
Fax No. 0065-226-5323 
spore Gdaiei,com.sg. 


CONGRATULATIONS to 


STENIEL 
MANUFACTURING 
CORPORATION 


From 


‚ liner Boards 
„ Corrugating Medium (Chi) 
. Extensible Sack Kraft (ESI 


UPPE 


Packaging will never be the same 


United Pulp and Paper Co., Inc. 


Telephone: (632) 810-9526 * Emoluppemiigàvosa.com * Fox: (632) 817-2411 


PHIEIPPINEDAILY- INQUIRER: 


A 


Congratulations to Steniel: Steniel Cavite 
Packaging Corporation and 
Metroplas Packaging Products Corporation 


From: 
Edward Keller Philippines 
Since 1887 


Your real partner 


оне 100 year af quality ta the Philippine boss coment We wili costine to b your 
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"vani Keller (Philippines) Ine. a member of he Diem Keller Group 


Want your copy | 
delivered? 


Subscribe now to the No.1 newspaper $ 
їп the country and ger'straiglar news, 3 
in-depth analysis, provocative colum 
and broad features everyday righ 


FI 
yourdoontep. 4 


signature 


Business partners and friends 
celebrate with the Steniel family 


CONGRATULATIONS to 
STENIEL CAVITE 
PACKAGING CORPORATION 


AMERICAN BEARING 


MARKETING CORPORATION 
1265 Claro M. Recto Avenue, Manila 
Tel. Numbers: 254-9168 * 254-9172 


CONGRATULATIONS to 
STENIEL MANUFACTURING 
CORPORATION 


From 
PICOP RESOURCES, INC. 


NEW PAPER INDUSTRIES 
CORPORATION 


Makers of quality paper products (newsprint, kraft lincrboard, mechanical printing 
‘paper and telephone directory paper) and nuber products (plywood, vencer and lumber) 


254-9710 * 252-8048 
254-9228 • 252-8180 
ambear@mnl.sequel.net 


Fax: 
E-mail: 


Our Kraft Linerboard is made from virgin pulp produced by our industrial plantation. 
Our customers get a much stronger paper perk than that made from secondary fibers. 
‘Telephone Nos. 813-2081, 813-5308 to 10 
Fax. No. 893-7195, 893-8397 


CONGRATULATIONS 
to 
STENIEL CAVITE 
PACKAGING CORP. 


From 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


www.goettsch.com 
JIMMCL @ goettsch.com — Asia Sales Director 
Don. Arcangel @ goettsch.com — Regional Sales Manager 


MORE POWER 


Congratulations 
to 
Metroplas Packaging Products Corporation 


and 
Steniel Cavite Packaging Corporation 
For being an ISO 9002 Certified 


From 
Hiang Seng Fibre Container Co., Ltd 
Bangkok, Thailand 
(Products Offered: Test Liner, Corrugating Medium, 
Extensive Sack Kraft Paper, Corrugated Cartons 
through 
OUR REPRESENTATIVE AGENT 


ATM MARKETING CORPORATION 


Room. 504 Concorde Bldg... Benavidez St. Legaspi Village, Makati City, Philippines 
Tel. Nos. 819-7279 / 840-4582/83 Fax No. (632) 819-7278 


‘Email: aumphils@ fastmail.I-next.net 


CONGRATULATIONS!!! 


STENIEL MANUFACTURING CORPORATION FOR 
PASSING THE ISO 9002 CERTIFICATION. 
KEEP UP THE GOOD THE WORK AND MORE POWER! 


Greetings from: 


MYUNG SUNG PRECISION CO. 


Product Line: 
Slitter/Slotter Blade for corrugated Carton Box Industry 
Other Industrial Knives for рр woven sack and Plastic Packaging Industry 


Other Import Items: 
Die-Cutter and Flexo machine for corrugated carton Box Industry 


Tel. No. 453-9088 * Fax: 454-4465 


Congratulations to 


STENIEL CAVITE 
PACKAGING CORPORATION 


for its 


ISO 9002 Certification. 


We are proud to be your service partner. 


Q.N. MÁCHINERIES AND WIRE INDS., INC. 
Manufacturer of Stiching Machine, Stiiching Wire Baling Wire, Corr. 
Boanl Converting Machines & Other Related Machineries Accessories: 
Scoring Head, Slitter Blade Slotier K nife, Flew Slotier Blade. 


Plant Office: 
#5 King AugustusSt, KingspointSubd,, Nove. Quezon City 1116 
‘Tel (632) 937-2649, (632) 937-8651, Fax #632) 937-8648 


STENIEL 
MANUFACTURING 
CORPORATION 
Gateway Business Park, 
Bo. Javalera, 

General Tras, Cavite 
Tel. Nos. (02) 807-4613 
Fax Nos. (02) 842-0569; 
807-4613 
wwestenlel.com.ph 


STENIEL CAVITE 
PACKAGING CORP. 
(SCPC) 

Gateway Business Park, 
Javalera, General Tras, 
Cavite 

Tal. Nos. (046) 
433-0026 to 36, 

Telefax (02) 781-1390 
Fax Lines 
(02) 781-1389/ 732-4422 
Fax Nos, 

(046) 433-0067/ 0307 


METRO PAPER AND 
PACKAGING 
PRODUCTS, INC. 
(MPPPI) 

Phividec Industrial 
Estate, Tagoloan, 
Misamis Oriental 
Cagayan de Oro City 


Tel. Nos. 
(088) 5670-064 to 065; 
5670-245 
Fax No. (088) 5670-167 


TREASURE 
PACKAGING CORP. 
(TPC) 

Heman Cortes Street, 
Mandaue City, Cebu 

Tal, Nos. (032) 
346-3873 to 3877 

Fax Nos. (032) 346-3878 


STENIEL MINDANAO. 
PACKAGING CORP. 
(SMPC) 

Km. 25, National 
Highway, Bunawan, 
Davao City 

Tel. Nos. 

(082) 296-0190 to 0182; 
(062) 236-0280 

Fax No. (082) 236-0194 


METROPLAS 
PACKAGING 
PRODUCTS CORP. 
(MPPC) 

Plastic Division: 

858 Champaca Ноай 
Extension, Km. 19 UPIS 
М, Sucat, Parañaque City 
Tel. Nos. 

(02) 823-8736) 3743 
Fax No, (02) 823-3741 
Corrugated Products 
Division: 

Sunblest Compound, 
Km. 23, West Service 
Rd., Cupang, 
Muntinupa Ciy | 
Tel. Nos. (02) 809-9048. 
842-0569; 809-7746, 
Fax No. (02) 842-0569. 
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Alternative to dcm cards 
soon to be launched 


THOSE plastic prepaid cards may 
‘soon be a thing of the past, thanks 
to the latest prepaid solution to be 
launched in the country. 

._ First Mobile Group Holdings 
Limited and e-pay Limited in the 
UK recently announced a joint ven- 
ture company, е-рау Asia Limited, “We are extremely confident 
‘which is set (o be the frontrunner about the prospects here in the Phil- 
in electronic prepaid services іп ippines, and are dedicated to 
Asia. The new company enjoys the revolutionize the market, through 
exclusive rights to rolloute-pay ser- the electronic distribution of pre- 
vices іп Mainland China, paid services,” Marabut said. 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Marabut further explained that 
Japan, Korea and the Philippines. ће company is scheduled to dis- 

Already, the conglomerate has tribute e-pay terminals in retail 
committed ‘over $7 million worth outlets all over the country. These 
of investments in the country within terminals will then act as “airtime 
the next two years, through its 10- dispatch points," capable of dis- 
cal counterpart, e-pay Asia Phils. tributing PINs (Personal 

Rob Marabut, CEO and country Identification Numbers) for pre- 
head of e-pay Asia Phils. Inc., said paid mobile, Internet and landline 
that the Philippines has been se- accounts through paper vouchers 
lected as the first country in Asia rather than plastic cards. And since 
where this service will be intro- these PINs are stored and printed 


duced, due to the continuous growth 
of the prepaid market here. At 
present, telecommunication indus- 
try surveys reveal that prepaid 
customers in the country comprise 
as much as 87 percent of all mobile 
phone subscribers 


CHINA AIRLINES LAUNCHES AIRBUS A340 IN RP 
China Airlines recently held a launch event at the Mindanao 
Ballroom of the Westin Philippine Plaza for its new Airbus A340 
passenger jet servicing the Taipei-Manila route. Richard Liu 
(above), general manager of China Airlines-Philippines, delivered 
the keynote address during the launch ceremonies 


Adarna house calls for stories 


ADARNA House, the country’s pioneer children's book publish- 
ing firm, is calling on all budding and professional writers to 
submit their stories for its next batch of storybooks. Submissions 
will not follow and particular format and must be accompanied by 
а short write-up on the writer. Submissions may be addressed to 
the Product Development Officer, Adarna House, 73-A Scout 
Limbaga St., Quezon City. For inquiries, call 372-3548 or 49 or e- 
mail adarnahouse @adarna.com.ph. 


Engineering products promo at NBS 


THIS JULY National Book Store is holding a special promo for 
select Canon, Staedtler and Rotring products. From July 7 to 31, 
get a free Canon mini calculator on pack on selected Canon Scien- 
tific Calculators. Get discounts on select Rotring products or get a 
free gift pack when you buy Rotring products. Get a free Panda 
Ballpen when you buy any of the Canon, Staedtler and Rotring 
products featured in National Book Store's Engineering Month 
ads. Redeem it from the Customer Service counter of the branch 
where you purchased the product. Redemption of the pen is good 
until 60 days after the end of the promo period. 


Heart Center launches Project Hope 


THE CARDIAC Rehabilitation Section of the Philippine Heart Cen- 
ter is expanding its service by putting up a cardiac rehabilitation 
program specifically for heart failure patients. The program is called 
Project Hope (Health Optimization through Prevention and Exer- 
cise). The program, headed by Dr. Marisa P. Joson, is designed to 
address the particular needs of this high risk group in terms of 
exercise training, health education and improving quality of life. 
Patients attend closely supervised exercise and group discussion twice 
а week for 2 months with quarterly follow-up for one year. Formal 
launching of Project Hope was on July 19 at the MAB Hall of the 
Philippine Heart Center. For further information, call the Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Section at 925-2401 local 3801 (office hours). 


International essay contest 


AN INTERNATIONAL essay contest will be sponsored by two 
Japanese universities, Ritsumeikan University and Ritsumeikan 
‘Asia Pacific University (APU) in order to stimulate the creativity 
and academic motivation of overseas students. The Ritsumeikan 
essay contest extends an opportunity to overseas students inter- 
ested in studying in Japan. Applicants can select one of the four 
themes: “Asia Pacific Region Issues”, “The Era of Coexistence”, 
“Our 21st Century" and “Flight to Freedom”. Prize winners will 
be invited to an awards ceremony in November, 2001 in Japan. 
Moreover, two grand prize winners will be given an award certifi- 
cate and supplementary prize of 100,000 yen (P40,000). Applicants 
from the Philippines should be high school or university students 
hoping to enter a university in Japan. For details visit APU website 
www.apu.ac.jp 


Jobs fair on radio 


“JOBS on Айг”? goes one step farther in public service by help- 
ing jobseekers "actual" jobs. Starting July, the program will be 
holding a monthly Jobs Fair, participated in by companies from 
various industries hiring personnel for different positions here 
and overseas. The fair dubbed as "Pa-Jobs Fair Sa Jobs On Air" 
will be co-sponsored by the Personnel Management Association 
of the Philippines (PMAP) and other employment-related organi- 
zations, Each month, the jobs fair will be hosted by а Local 
Government Unit (LGU) and will be held at the host's locality. 
‘The jobs fair will be covered live on radio. For more details, tune 
in to “Jobs On Air" every Sunday 3 to 5:30 p.m. over DWSS 
1494 a.m. Program host is Barbie L. Atienza. 
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by an e-pay terminal at the point of 
sale, the system eliminates the ne- 
сеззйу for prepaid cards altogether. 

With this new innovation, e-pay 
saves retailers from inventory and 
handling costs. And since PINs are 
easily downloaded toll-free via a 
dial-up connection to the e-pay 
servers, retailers will never have to 
топ our of stock as well. 

While the company is planning 
to initially introduce e-pay termi- 
nals in selected sites in Metro 
Manila, it intends to set-up e-pay 
terminals in multi-network retailers, 
such as malls, gas stations and de- 
partment store chains nationwide. 

“We are offering a successful 
formula to everyone — operators, 
retailers and pre-paid subscribers 
айке,” Marabut said. "As such, e- 
pay is the solution to all pre-paid 
needs.” He added, "pretty soon, 
when you think pre-paid, you'll 
think e-pay.” 


ALBAY RELIEF OPERATION 


Zambales and Bataan, 
new FMD protected areas 


chair Dr. Carolyn Canda-Benigno 
attributed the consistency to “the fact 
that Region Ш has the highest pig 
population (especially Bulacan). 

Santos said that Zambales and 
Bataan improved its statistics on 
FMD outbreak to one to almost 
nothing in a month; thus, it quali- 
fied as an FMD-protected area. The 
province of Cavite also qualified as 
a newly FMD-protected area. 

FMD is endemic in Region Ш 
that the Task Force aims to make it 
at least sporadic this year, ап aim 
Canda-Benigno described as real- 
istic and attainable. 


SIX years after the country's dev- 
astating foot and mouth disease 
(FMD) outbreak, Region Ш re- 
mains to be the top FMD hot spot 
їп the country, according to а Task 
Force report. However, Zambales 
and Bataan became the first prov- 
inces in Region Ш to be classified 
as new FMD protected areas. 
National Foot and Mouth Dis- 
case (FMD) Task Force Veterinary 
Services specialist Imelda J. Santos 
said that based on the FMD Task 
Force database, Region Ш registered 
the highest outbreak yearly since 
1995. National FMD Task Force 


SkyCable to offer premium tiering 


AS a way of offering its subscrib- 
ers more channels, SkyCable is 
now seriously considering offer- 
ing premium channels to its 
subscribers. This would mean 
some specialized channels which 
may not be as popular as the 
movie/entertainment or science/ 
information channels will soon be 
offered as an add-on which cus- 
tomers pay on a per channel 
need-basis. 

SkyCable has been consider- 
ing this option called "premium 
tiering" for some time now to ad- 
dress the escalating annual rates 
being charged by some interna- 
tional channels. Premium tiering 
is already successful in more de- 
veloped countries as a tactic to 


attract а rapidly growing niche 
market of discriminating viewers 
with more sophisticated viewing 
habits, tastes and lifestyles. 

SkyCable currently offers the 
most popular international (English 
language) news channels such as 
CNN, BBC World and Bloomberg; 
as well as exclusive channels like 
the ABS-CBN News Channel, 
Knowledge Channel, CNA (Chan- 
nel News Asia), Pinoy Blockbuster, 
Lifestyle and LakbayTV. 

The recent merger of SkyCable 
with Home Cable should, in time, 
spell profitability for the new con- 
solidated entity and which should 
then lead to more programming 
choices for its subscribers — with 
premium tiering as one of these. 


Starbucks supplied by visa 


VISA International, in cooperation with Starbucks 

and Air France, presents the "Visa Coffee Breakaway” 

promo. Visa and Visa Electron cardholders can be one of 

50 weekly winners who will enjoy a month's supply of Starbucks pre- 
mium coffee or have a chance to stroll down Champs Elysee during their 
vacation for two to Paris in the grand raffle draw. The winner and a 
companion will ride in Air France's first class cabin and be billeted in a 
5-star hotel during their weeklong vacation. Winners of the trip to Paris 
will also receive pocket money worth P100,000. Visa Credit and Visa 
Electron cardholders can join the raffle promotion by charging a mini- 
mum of P1,000 worth of single purchase to their cards. This entitles the 
cardholder to one call entry by dialing 867-9000. By following the voice 
instructions, the cardholder must provide information such as the name 
of the bank issuing the Visa card, the card's last ten digits, their com- 
plete name as seen on their cards, date and amount of purchase transaction 
and the name of the establishment where the Visa transaction was made. 
The deadline for placing call entries is on July 31. Winners for the 
Starbucks prizes will be drawn every Thursday until August 2. 


RJ Academy recital 


THE RJ Academy of Music 4th Recital will be held at the Hive Radio 
Café, 3rd floor, Save А Lot Mall, 2284 Pasong Тато Extension, Makati 
City on July 28, Saturday from 2-5 p.m. The recital will feature the 
young RJ Academy students and RJ Music City endorsers Dondi Ledesma, 
‘winner best funk and heavy metal bassist in the Worldwide Web con- 
ducted by Erie Ball and Sonic Foundry over the Internet, and ace 
guitarist Perf de Castro, winner of 1998 Katha best instrumental perfor- 
‘mance and best instrumental arrangement. RJ Academy of Music was 
established by Ramon "RJ" Jacinto in 1996. An affiliate of Musician" 
Institute of Technology, USA (MIT-USA), the RJ Academy of Music 
curriculum includes note reading and other modern concepts of teaching. 
Courses offered are guitar lessons, classical, electrical and bass, drums, 
voice and keyboards. 


Padi’s Point Las Pinas opens 


PADI'S Las Pinas opened on July 23. Located along the Alabang 
Zapote Highway, Pamplona, Las Pinas. This new Padi's Point outlets 
offers a total entertainment featuring live bands nightly for their 
guests in their ground and mezzanine floors. Their “playroom” lo- 
cated on the second floor holds an I-Gotcha Network Gaming, Billiard 
Hall and Barkada Karaoke. 


5000 familles in Albay were beneficiaries of тайа! goods distributed by the Philppine Chinese Charitable 

ino Chinese General Chamber of Commerce and the United Daily News led by Dr. James б. Dy, 
Marcelino бе, Victoria Ko, Loosin Yap, Anton Dy Aprietoand Robert brio. Distrbutionto affected families were 
done in San Antonio Elementary School, Mayon Elementary School, Tabaco North Elementary School, Tabaco 
Northwest Central School, San Jose Elementary School, Sto. Domingo Elementary School, San Roque Elementary 
School, бодоп Central School, Bagombayan Central School and Albay Central School. 


DOCTOR'S FREE LECTURE 

Dr. Gary S. Sy, Diplomate in geriatric medicine and sports, 
preventive and family Medicine will give a free lecture on ‘Circulatory 
Problems in the Elderly’ today, July 28 at the 4th floor, seminar room 
of COD, Cubao, Quezon City. Sy is also a recipient of a humanitarian 
award from the Philippine United Senior Citizens Association and 
is also active in radio where he gives free medical advice. For more 
information, call 400-4205 or 302-6405. 


EMBASSY SUPPORTS FOOD EXPO 

On Aug.3to5, "The Best ofthe World Comes to Manila.” Slatedat the World 
Trade Center, this international event has gained support from various 
‘embassies of the world, One of them is the Thal embassy. Minister 
Counselor of the Office of Commercial Affairs of the Royal Thai Embassy 
M.R. Chirakom Kitiyakara (center) and Second Secretary Nitima Budhirad 
(right) with Premier Events Plus Group Inc. (Pepgi) marketing manager 
Jocelle Pascual shake hands at the recent formal signing. With such 
support, the World's Food and Trade Expo is set to be a prime mover in 
promoting the best food and beverage products and the latest technologies 
fromalloverthe globe. Forinquiries on the Virtual Trade Show and on joining 
the World's Food and Trade Expo, get in touch with Premier Events Plus 
Group Inc. (Pepgi) at 436-4711, 436-47 12, 436-4897, fax 436-4898, e-mail 
info @ worldsfoodexpo.com or visit ww. worldsfoodexpo.com, 


power т apnea 
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TEACHER DEVELOPMENT TRAINING 

Dr. Violeta Arciaga, chief of he Science and Technology Education Division, 
Department of Science and Technology — Science Education Institute 
(DOST-SEI) gives a lecture to the Intel Teach to the Future participants. 
Intel's program teaches classroom teachers on how to use computer 
technology to improve student learing. The program piloted in the country 
last November, with some 130 teachers benefiting гот Intel's pioneering 
activity. Intel's goal is to train 20,000 teachers in two years. The program, 
with Microsoft's support, is held in cooperation with the Department of 
Education, Culture and Sports (DECS), Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST) and EduQuest nc. 
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US power firm sets 
expansion of RP unit 


By RONNEL W. DOMINGO 


By ABIGAIL L. Ho 


AIR Philippines Corp. got its des- 
ignation on Thursday as the 
country's third flag carrier. 

Critics quickly slammed the move, 
saying it supported efforts by beer and 
tobacco tycoon Lucio Tan to re-estab- 
lish a monopoly over the country's air 
transport industry 

Tan is believed to own both Air 
Philippines and the country's pioneer 
flag carrier, Philippine Airlines Inc. 

‘Air Transportation Office chief 
Adelberto Yap said the government 
‘considered allegations of a monopoly 
before designating Air Philippines as 
a flag carrier 

"Issues on monopoly were 
but these need to be proven. 


said earlier the implementing rules 
of the power reform law would be 
ready before ће end of the year. 

Fuller pointed out that Mirant 
was already the largest industry 
player from the private sector. 

"(In the deregulated power in- 
dustry), we could take part in both 
the generation sector and the sup- 
ply market or in either one,” she 
said, 

Fuller said it was unlikely that 
Mirant would be an investor їп the 
transmission sector. 

Perez had said the National 
‘Transmission Corp. would be the 
first of Napocor's assets to be 
privatized, 


MIRANT Corp. has said its subsid- PAL. 
iary, Mirant Philippines, will be ex- 
panding its power generation in- 
vestments as deregulation pushes 
through. 

"We think the (Electricity Indus- 
try Reform Act) will give us some 
opportunities to grow here,” Mirant 
president Marce Fuller told reporters. 

Fuller said Mirant was awaiting 
how the privatization of the Na- 
tional Power Corp. would work and 
‘what the rules would be in the de- 
regulated market “to determine how 
we might play in there as well.” 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez 


ised, 


Lucio Tan was never placed as an 
‘owner, Air Philippines got Из designa- 


Survival of the quickest 


HP DeskJet 990cxi 
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je! printing convenience with Personal Digitol Assistants 
ый point and dice Е 


кетген, please coll НР customer information center ot tel. no: 636-9888. 
Reese fl ан the дей НР support poch form od fan to HP Piipines Ө 811-1079 


tion,” he told the INQUIRER. 

Before getting a designation as a 
flag carrier, Air Philippines was asked 
to produce legal documents to prove 
that it was a company separate from 


“They were able to produce all the 
required documents. All the papers 

PAL vice president Rolando 
Estabillo told the INQUIRER that al- 
though Tan was a majority owner of 
both PAL and Air Philippines, “it 
doesn't mean that we don't compete 
with each other.” 

He added that it was too early to 
speculate about а monopoly when both 
Air Philippines and the Gokongwei- 
owned Cebu Pacific Air, another des- 
ignated flag carrier, had yet to send 
their maiden international flights 

“They both have to prove them- 


selves first,” he said. 


Kong and Singapore. 


Yap said. 


the INQUIRER. 


permits to fly abroad. 


The Freedom to Fly Coalition ear- 
Tier sounded the alarm against PAL and. 
Air Philippines crowding competitors 
ощ of lucrative destinations abroad, 
including the United States, Hong 


“А monopoly should not be al- 
lowed. It leads to price fixing. If you 
have a monopoly, PAL and Air Philip- 
pines will continue to give us lousy 
Services, delayed flights and high air 
fares,” Freedom to Fly's Narzalina 
Lim, a former tourism secretary, told 


Lim said Cebu Pacific was being 

prevented by PAL and Air Phi 

from operating a flight to Hong Kong. 
The Civil Aeronautics Board has 

given Cebu Pacific and Air Philippines. 


‘The air services agreement between 


Gov’t names 3rd flag carrier 


the Philippines and Hong Kong allows 
the country's Пар carriers to Пу 13,000. 
seats a week, 

PALis already using almost 10,000 
seats. The remainder is equivalent to 
two more flights a day. 

Granting Air Philippines one flight 
would leave Cebu Pacific with only 
опе flight. Should PAL apply for an , 
additional daily flight, Cebu Pacific: 
would be shut out completely, Lim 
warned. 

Lim said PAL and Air Philippines 
could not be expected to compete 
against each other because these air- 
lines were both controlled by only one 
Berson, beer and tobacco tycoon Lucio 

an, 

She said Freedom to Fly considered 

‘a major victory when the government 
designated Grand International Air- 
ways Inc. as a second flag carrier. 


Gov't hands over agricultural 
lending functions to Quedancor 


By CHRISTINE A. GAYLICAN 


THE DEPARTMENT of Agriculture has issued ап 
order consolidating its lending capabilities under the 
Quedan and Rural Credit Guarantee Corp. 

Critics argue, however, that the agriculture de- 
partment may have transferred functions that are too 
big for Quedancor to handle. 

Quedancor, they point out, has limited capacity 
то administer and manage huge amounts of credit. 

‘Agriculture Secretary Leonardo Montemayor is 
handing over to Quedancor over P1.4 billion worth of 
funds that it may lend to farmers and agricultural co- 
operatives. Also placed in Quedancor's hands are 
funds held by the Agricultural Credit Policy Council. 

“This would transfer all cash resources and re- 


ceivables under the Comprehensive Agricultural + 
Loan Fund and other credit program funds admir 
tered by the Agricultural Credit Policy Council to 
Quedancor." Sebastian said in an order he issued this 
week. 

ACPC executive director Jocelyn Badiola said 
Quedancor would need to register with the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

“IL would need to make reports to the central bank 
of its loan portfolio,” she said. 

Badiola stressed that Quedancor would have to* 
draw a line separating its lending and credit guaran- 
tee functions. 

"Quedancor must delineate its full credit and, 
‘guarantee programs because they might just be guar- 
antecing its own credit portfolio,” she said. 


Palay production seen up 2% 


THE COUNTRY'S palay production probably grew 
by 2 percent in the first six months of the year de- 
spite an onslaught of typhoons, the Depariment of 
Agriculture said yesterday. 

‘Agriculture Secretary Leonardo Montemayor said 
їп а news conference that palay production probably 
hit 5.44 million to 5.59 million metric tons in the 
January-June period, well within the low end of the 
government's target 

"Rice production was not so significantly affected 
(by typhoons) because farmers were only on the 
preparation stage when typhoon Feria hit us in the 
first week of July. What we are concerned about is 
corn production,” Montemayor told reporters. 


He said typhoon Feria probably cut com produc- 
tion by 3 percent, or by 140,000 metric tons. 

Montemayor said to deal with a possible short- 
age, the government could import about 69,841 met- 
ric tons of corn in line with its minimum access vol- 
ume privilege last year. 

The Bureau of Agricultural Statistics earlier esti- 
mated that the country's corn production probably 
dropped by 2.3 percent in the first six months of the. 
year. 

А com supply shortage could increase prices of 
live animal and meat products as local feed millers 
use the agricultural produce in the manufacture of 
animal feeds. 
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Republic Glass? dumping duty plea junked 


By бп, C. CABACUNGAN JR. The case is the first anti-dumping through the Safeguard Measures Act. по price difference between the export “overseas price forthe disputed product. month when the 30-day period for Re- 

‘ease to be taken up by the TariffCom- In an order issued on the cese, price and the home price. Roxas said the injury cited by Re- — public Asahi to file an appeal with the 
‘THETTARIFFCommissionhasdismissed mission and the verdict could further Trade Secretary Manuel "Маг" Roxas Dumping occurs when a product is public Asahi in its petition was due to Court of Tax Appeals has lapsed. 
petition by Republic Asahi Glass Hold- discourage local industries from sesk- П said the Tariff Commission Investi- Sold overseas at prices lower than those causes other than dumping. Importers of the clear figured glass 
ings Inc. for the imposition of an ani- ing relief from the surge of imports gation showed that there was no cese prevailing in the producers’ He has ordered the Bureau ofCus- had to post a cash bond in order to con- 
dumping duty on glass products from the through an anti-dumping duty. Instead, of dumping of clear figured glass im- ket. The anti-dumping duty is based on toms to release to concerned importers tinue their importation while the case 
People's Republic of China. they may opt to seek protection ported from China because there was the difference between the home and the cash bond they posted within one was being heard. 


Bad loans 
of thrift 


banks down 


THE BAD loans ratio 
of the country's thrift 
banks has slightly im- 
proved in March to А я 
11.53 percent of their Committed to becoming а 
total loan portfolio : г 
from 12.2 percent in premier property developer in 
the previous month. . 
This, according to the Philippines, 
Bangko Sentral ng eo К 
Pilipinas data, was due Keppel Philippines Properties 
to а 5.85-percent in- "RSS Е " 
crease in loan growth. will build on its quality 
Non-performing сметате 9 
loans of (һе country's portfolio of distinguishing 
more than 100 savings 
banks, private devel- homes and offices. 
opment banks, and 
stock savings and loan 
associations rose by 1 
only P6 million. We will leverage on the 
Loans, however, in- з r A 
creased by a hefty experience and expertise of one 
P7.68 billion. cag as 
Even when com- of Asia's biggest and most 
pared to the net of in- 
ferbank loans, the non- trusted property developers, 
performing loans ratio "ы; ^ 
of thrift banks dropped. Keppel Land Limited. 
in March to 12.03 per- agg 
cent from 12.74 per- A property multi-national 
cent. In March last 
year, the NPL ratio of corporation, Keppel Land has a 
Savings banks was at idis 4 
12.24 percent. diversified portfolio of premier 
‘An account is con- 
sidered non-perform- properties including residential 
ing if its principal or 
interest remains un- properties, hotels, resorts, fetail 
paid for at least 90 
Gays after due date complexes, industrial buildings 
"While the bad loan 


rato of thrift banks went aad catia ТЕМЕ. 
down, their asset quality 

deteriorated in March. 

Non performing asses 

[sre нта П Keppel Philippines Properties - 
Sets, grew by 4 percent > si 

1o P37.88 billion from where quality homes and offices 
P37.73 billion in Febri 


make for a quality lifestyle. 


"This raised the thrift 
banks’ non-performing 
asset ratio to 16.13 per- 
cent from 16.09 percent 
in February. A year ago, 
however, the thrift 
banks! bad assets ratio 
stood at 16.72 percent. 

The provisions made 
by banks for the bad 
loans declined slightly to 
49.6 percent in March 
from 50.6 percent in the 
previous month. 

‘Savings and mort- 
gage banks posted the 
highest coverage ratio at 
60.7 percent followed by 
private development 
banks at 41.1 percent 
and the savings and loan 
associations at 39.6 per- 
cent. 

The BSP noted that 
these banks! gross re- 
structured loans also 
dropped in the same pe- 
riod by 2.4 percent of to- 
tal loan portfolio or P3.4 
billion from P3.7 billion 
їп February and P2 bil- 
lion а year ago. 

А P149.3-million in- 
crease in ће thrift 
banks’ real and other 
properties owned or ac- 
quired plus a P6 million 
rise in NPLs negated a 
P36I-million expansion 
in assets as of March. 

As a result, the cov- 
erage ratio for bad assets 
slightly went down to 
2343 percent from 
23.58 percent in Febru- 
ary but higher than its 
year ago level of 21.76 
percent, 

In March, the bad 
loans ratio of the com- 
mercial banking sector 
continued to deteriorate 
to 16.6 percent of total 
loan portfolio. As of 
May, the ratio further 
worsened to 16.81 à к а 
cent. Clarissa S. Batino HEIL Ram 
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For choices that matter... Aetna offers a variety of health plans designed 
to address your specific health саге needs. These plans provide access 
to an extensive network of over 2,000 highly qualified primary care 
physicians and specialists in 300 accredited hospitals and full service 
clinics nationwide. 


Aetna HealthCare, Inc. is a member of the ING Group, a global financial 
institution of Dutch origin, active in the field of banking, insurance and 
asset management. ING has total assets exceeding US $ 500 billion, 


capitalization of around US $ 60 billion, operations in 65 countries with 
an ING X COMPANY 100.000 employees serving 50 milion customers worldwide. 


РОГ. алә Center 104 Herrera St, Legaspi Vilage, 1229 Makati City Call 150-9000 or #-800-1-888-0900; Website: www.aetna.com.ph 
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SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2001 | Ш 


Attn: ЕМВАЅЅҮ OFFICIALS and EXPATS 


FOR LEASE I! 


URDANETA VILLAGE PROPERTIES 
Makati City, Metro Manila 


* Fully secured 
* Peaceful residential neighborhood 


For inquiries, Pls. Contact: 
SSS Asset Management Dept. 
5/Е, SSS Bldg. East Ave., Quezon City 


Tel. 435-98-77, 920-64-01 loc. 2213 
Fax no. 435-98-75 
(Engr. Bal Cajilig or Lulu Manahan) 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Official Depository Bank of the Republic of the Philippines 


[ATION TO PREQUALIFY AND TO BID 


jsterd with the Secures and Exchange Commission (SEC), wih 
d station of Structured Cabing for oh risa 


[1787738777] 
Goat | Pesan 
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[Contract Poko | мр, | August 15, 3877] 
«му [hp 0) "ШП б] 
финики Шеп | ©1000 v © 
fru 230 n m 
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Al Interested contractors may obtain me Pro-qualllcation forms from the Project 
Management Engineering Department (PMED). 2F LEP Bic 3, 318 Son. Gi Puyat 
Avo. Makati Ciy, upon payment of a nor-relundable processing lee of P1,000.00. 
Duly accomplished pre-quallicaion forme shall be submitted to and received at the 
above-stated осо not later than 6:00 PM. August 8, 2001, after which no documents 
Wi bo accopted. АП participating contractors shall be nolle in wing ofthe resuts of 
The pro-qualicaton. 


Oniy prequalled contractors may оооло Б Documeris al he TMG Обоз located al ЭЕ LEP 
800 2, 316 Sen. GI Puyat Ave, Макай upon payment cl а nanvalundabie fe of 250000. 


onleronce wil be held on the above-siated date and tna at the FMGSG 
nca Room, 2nd Fir, LAP ВРО 3, 318 Sen. ба Puyat Ave, Мака Chy. 
Bidding shall be conducted using the two (2) sealed envelope system (anveiopes ^A & 87 
obo submitad to and received not later than 10:00 AM September 3, 2001 (n Bidding 
wolopes will bo received. Bidding shall be had @ the FMGSÓ 
Conference Room, 2r, LBP Bidg. 11,315 San. GI Poyat Ave. Makati Сту. 


LBP rosarves the right to chango the date o! Issuance of bid documents, реба 
‘conference and tna д date. Due notce of changes вай however be communicated 
by LBP to pro-quatc bidders. 


LBP Ikowiso reserves the right to reoct any or ай bids, wave any detect or formal, 
assume по obligation whatsoever to compensate or indemnify the bidders for any 
panza or ова that лоу may incur in te preparation of лек О, and to accept the bd 
-mos advantageous о the Bank 


(S90) ANTONIO Т. HERNANDEZ 


POL Jy 229 4 э. 200) ‘Sub-Committee for LBP HO Bid Project 


For your Classified Ads 
requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


HEAD OFFICE 
897-8808 loc. 514, 516 
899-4425, 897-2535 
897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO 
421-0343 (Aurora) 
912-9008 to 11 (Ali Mall) 


MAKATI 
892-5578, 811-4361 
811-4370 


KALAW 
528-0213, 527-3342 


MEGAMALL 
635-0219, 635-0220 


Republic of the Philippines. 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES DILIMAN 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND BID 


Interested parties are invited to prequalify and bid for the 


U.P. DILIMAN FACULTY DORMITORY 
COMPLEX PROJECT 


Property measuring approximately 11,700 square 
meters, bounded by Ma. Guerrero, Agoncillo and 
Magsaysay Sts. (fronting the International Center), UP 
Diliman, QC, to be developed under BOT scheme as 
а complex which includes an 80-room Hostel and а 
320-room Faculty Dormitory. 


Prequalification forms and Terms of Reference may be 
obtained from the UP Diliman Development and Planning 
Committee (DPC) Secretariat, Room 101 College of Business 
Administration, University of the Philippines Diliman, Quezon 
City upon payment of non-refundable fee of P2,000.00 from July 
30 to August 3, 2001. Deadline of submission of duly 
accomplished prequalification documents will be on August 10, 
2001. After the evaluation of the documents submitted, the 
prequalified developers shall be duly notified of the schedule of 
activities associated with the process. For inquiries, please call 
tel. no. 928-4571 loc. 1011 - c/o Ms. Chona Hipol. 


(504) EMERLINDA R. ROMAN 
Chancellor 


тт-мшу 2 зану 


REPUBLIKANG PILPWNAS 
RERUSLCOF ерата 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON, KULTURA AT ISPORTS 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORTS 
DECS Corps uario re 
эмсе Peer 


Invitation for Bids 
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National Power Corporation. 


GENERATION COMPANY 1 


Pop Анте: Prope BAG FAPSI 
161 Bonifacio Drive Port Area, Manila 1018 
IVITATIOI PREE 


(2PQ0299RCC-004) 


"The GENCO-1 Regional Contracts Commitee (RCC) is Inviting contractors to 
prequanty for the re-bidding of SUPPLY OF SECURITY SERVICES FOR 
HOPEWELL TANK FARM, NAVOTAS AND MALAYA GAS TURBINE PLANT, 
PILILIA, RIZAL. 


Application for prequalification is open to wholly owned Filipino Security 
Agency wlth valid icense Issued by the PNP-SOSIA and wih at least three (3) 
years experience. 

Prequalication Forms shall be available for issuance staring July 20 up to 
‘August 10, 2001 at the Contract Management Office (CMO), Third Floor, NPC 
GENCO-1 Building. 161 Bonifacio Drive, Рол Area, Малда. Applicants shall 
Бе issued Prequalification Form upon presentation of original copy of t 
applicant's PNP-SOSIA License, together wih tha Letier of Intent and paymer 
оЃа non-refundable fee of Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) per copy. 

For purposes of Prequaliicaion and Bidding activities, the following schedule 
‘wil бе observed: 


Submission of Prequalification Documents - August 15, 2001 (8 am - 5 pm) 
Issuance of Bid Documents 7 September 24, 2001 (В am -5 pm) 
Pre-Bid Conference October 2, 2001 (10 am) 
Submission/Opening of Bids 1 October 12, 2001 (10 am) 


The NPC reserves the right to reject any or ай bids without offering any reason 
waive any required (оттаму therein and to make an award to the bidder whose 
Proposal fs the most advantageous to the Corporation. The NPC assumes no 
ligation to compensate or indemnify the bidder for any expenses or lose that 
тау ba incurred in the preparations of bids, nor does It guarantee that an 
‘ward wil be made. 


(504) LORNA T. DY 
Manager, Professional Services Department 
‘and Chairman, ROC 


ages Republic of the Philippines 
d Department of Agrarian Reform 
JÈ] Forelgn-Assisted Projects Office 
NS CENTRAL PROJECT OFFICE 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND BID 


The Government of the Philippines, through the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR), has received an ODA Loan from JAPAN 
BANK FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION (hereinafter referred 
to as JBIC) towards the cost of Agrarian Reform Infrastructure 
Support Project - Phase І (ARISP II), and intends to apply a portion 
of the proceeds of the loan to payments under the contract for 
Procurement of equipment. 


The DAR, Foreign-Assisted Projects Office (FAPsO), Pre- 
qualifications, Bids and Award Committee is inviting contractors to 
pre-qualify and bid for computers and accessories under one (1) 
lot only, as follows: 


80 units of desktop personal computer 
80 units of color printer 

80 units of computer table 

20 units of scanner 


JBIC requires that bidders and contractors, as well as the 
Government of the Philippines-Department of Agrarian Reform, 
under contracts funded with JBIC ODA Loans and other Japanese 
ОРА, observe the highest standard of ethics during the procurement. 
and execution of such contracts. In pursuance of this policy, JBIC: 


1. will reject a proposal for award if it determines that the bidder 
recommended for award has engaged in corrupt or 
fraudulent practices in competing for the contract in question; 

. will recognize a contractor as ineligible, for a period 
determined by JBIC, to be awarded a contract funded with 
JBIC ODA Loans if it at any time determines that the 
‘contractor has engaged In corrupt or fraudulent practices in 
competing for, or in executing, another contract funded with 
JBIC ODA Loans or other Japanese ODA. 


Interested eligible parties are invited to pre-qualify and to submit 
sealed bids using Two Envelope System. 


= Pre-quallfication documents and technical specifications of the 
units shall be available for issuance on July 30 - August 3, 2001. 


Closing date and time for submission of duly accomplished 
Pre-Qualification documents shall be on August 10, 2001, 6:00 
PM. Manila time. 


Letter of Notice to Bidders shall be Issued on August 29-24, 2001. 


Bid documents shall be issued to Pre-Qualified Bidders on 
August 27-31, 2001, upon presentation of a valid Pre-Qualiication 
Letter and payment of a non-refundable fee of P1,000. 


Closing date and time of submission of bids Is September 7, 
2001 at 9:00 A.M. Technical Proposals shall be opened in the 
presence of participating bidders on the same day at 9:30 А.М. 


Notice to Complying Bidders shall be on September 20-21, 2001. 


Opening of Financial Proposals in the presence of qualified 
bidders shall be on September 25, 2001, 9:30 А.М. 


АП documents pertaining to the tender are available at DAR-FAPSO, 
‘Administrative Unit, 2nd Floor, РАРвО Building, Department of 
‘Agrarian Reform, Eliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon Су. 


The DAR reserves the right to reject any bids or all bids without 
offering any reason, waive any defect therein, and accept the offer 
most advantageous to the Government. 


(508) JOSE MARIE B. PONCE 
Assistant Secretary, SSO and 


астен Executive Director, FAPSO 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


MANILA PUPHAS 
DISBURSEMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND TO BID 
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By BONG BARRAMEDA 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS *, 


` Aurora branch is now open to % 
serve your Classified Ads 
requirements. 
For inquiries, please call 
421-1420 or 421-0343. 
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Eavesdropper 


О. Someone who secretly listens to private conversations is called 
an eaverdropper. Why? 


A. The eaves are the lower edges of an overhanging roof, and 
before the days of gutters and drainpipes their function was to 
allow rain to drip away from the house itself. The area of ground 
conto which the rain was deflected was known as the eavesdrip 
or eavesdrop. An eavesdropper, then, stood under the eaves, 
an ideal place to hear what people were saying inside the house. 


For the Record. The dizziness you fee! after spinning around 
several times is due to the balance organs in your ears being overstimulated 
"This confuses the brain so the whole world seems to spin, The fluids in the 
ear canals and sacs do not slosh about freely, but litle stones or jelly-like 
masses in them cause hair on the receptor cells to wave from side to side, It 
is this motion that needs time to settle down within 15 to 20 seconds so 
your balance organs can become sensitive again 


Past Forward. This day in 1914: A 19-year-old Serbian terrorist 
‘named Gavrilo Princip assassinated Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the 
‘Austro-Hungarian throne, and his wife, Sophie, while the couple traveled 
through the streets of Sarajevo, in what is now the former Yugoslav republic 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The assault triggered World Магі, a four-year 
conflict that resulted in 10 million men killed and 21 million wounded at an 
aggregate cost of $350 million. 
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BITUARIES 


RATE 
P230 per column centimeter 
(All prices exclusive 0ГЕ МАТУ 


DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections. 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


but have everlasting life. 


Quezon City. 


His loving wife Lorenza Carnero Austria; 
Marlo, Marvin, Marlon & Olive, Mari & Emy, Medwin & Nemia, 
and Marcelle; grandchildren Myles & Matthew, Tricia & Mia, 
Nicole & Vienna, Marty & Marian; relatives and friends mourn 
his passing and wish him eternal rest. 


P God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 


John 3:16 


ENGR. MARCELINO 
*CELING" M. AUSTRIA 


Peacefully joined his Lord on July 26, 2001 
at the age of 67. 


children Liza & 


His body lies in state at La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, 


Interment will be held on Tuesday, July 31, 2001 at the Himlayang 
Pilipino Memorial Park after the 1:00 p.m. Mass. 


= 


JOSE LOPEZ BURGOS, 
CPA, MBA, PhD 


SEPTEMAER а. 1722 — JUNE 9.2001 
3. 


De aed Le итне: Cony ele Pille 


Your face lights up the clear, bright sky, 
Looking at us with a warm, happy smile! 

Joy fils our hearts, no more tears in our eyes, 
Your"re not gone, Tatay, you just left for awhile. 
Feel the warmth of our love, each day and every night, 
Forever you'll be а part of our lives. 

Have a peaceful rest Tatay.. remember, it isn't good-bye! 


MASSES wi be eehed TODAY ATA toy eren wi e DIVINE MAKER at: 


Card of Thanks 


“In my Father's house are many mansions, 
If it were not so I would have told you, 
Igo to prepare a place for you... 
and where I am, there, ye may be also.” 


In our time of bereavement, we take solace from 
the countless ways with which you comforted us. 
We may mourn the passing of our beloved, 


FELICIANO "Felicing" ADORABLE 


but the promise of life eternal stirs hope anew that 
someday, just as our mortal lives were intertwined, 50 
shall we be when we are reunited with him. 


With sincerest gratitude, 
“| 


THE ADORABLE FAMILY X 
£5» 


An obituary with a picture can be a fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


Always caring... 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: Ө Copy of Death Certificate 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments ... 


Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE OF THANKS * DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS * FREE OBIT DESIGN 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones the following establishments can help you. 


ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


(CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 


"abu Bran 
‘AS. Fortuna Stoo, Gand, Mandava Ciy, Cebu 
- 1 


Tais. 7125102: 741-5125: 141-5198 
Pax No. 71-206 


FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 


219 Gen, Line St 
"ts (082) 227-1201: 227-1258 : 


Toresen мизге 
Tei 2812965. 2813034: 2810822 


FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 


DAYAO FUNERAL HOME 


DEG entia Avenue. Ouzon C 
Tes 713.5231 ю 38, 714.0007 714-0068 


ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
p) 


"S82 209. 682 Q2 
MT: SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


‘Dagupan Cy 


S 
т. D E 515-6220: 10919) 368-7131 
сток, 


(AL MEMORIAL HOMES ‘HOMES 
онш Ni Mera S17 Amas S Pasay Cty 
"Tes. 831-3787. 844-7848: 843-100]; 0454898 


We accept Classified advertisements 
Lines, Recruitment, Obituaries, Bidding 


n Luzon 


Bakit lalayo ka pa? Sa Inquieta, convenient na sali ра! 
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We accept Classified advertisements 
Lines, Recruitment, Obituaries, Bidding. 


in Visayas 


Diri na ta sa quan bay! Sayon ва slit pa! 
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We accept Classified advertisements 


Lines, Recruitment, Obituaries, Bidding 


n Mindanao 
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CIENCE / HEALTH 


CESAR D. MANGAWANG, Editor M 


‘STELLA. GONZALES, Assistant Editor 


July, the ‘bloodiest’ month 


Í:BY TESSA R. SALAZAR 


ive-year-old Mark 
Reyes of Arlegui, 
Quiapo, was rushed to 
the Mary Chiles Hospital last 
year. He was bleeding and was 
diagnosed to have dengue 
hemorrhagic fever, He need- 
ed four bags of blood. His 
7 uncle, Pablo Camposagrado, 
an employee of the Techno- 
: logical Institute of the Phi- 
: Прріпеѕ, was able to obtain 
blood for Mark. Mark is now 
а healthy boy. 

Mark was just one of the many 
patients who have benefited from the 
Philippine National Red Cross. 

Last year, the PNRC's national blood 
services collected 116,479 blood units 

{ -and this benefited 66,543 patients from 
*7898 hospitals nationwide. 

"There were 35,159 new blood donors 
fn 2000, accounting for 30.19 percent of 
the collections for the year 

In the process of screening potential 

‘blood donors the PNRC refused 15210 

-people for the following reasons: anemia, 
tRypertension, hypotension, under- 
‘weight and alcoholism. 

Other restrictions included infec- 
tions, medicines being taken, sleep 
problems and а history of sexually 
transmitted diseases. Any hint of doubt 
about a potential donor was cause for 
outright rejection. Donors younger than 
18 required parental consent, 

The blood collected by the PNRC 
is given for free, There is, however, a 
screening fee ranging from P300 to P800 
to cover the costs of detecting for any 
of the five diseases: HIV, hepatitis В, 
hepatitis С, syphilis and malaria, 

July has been declared by the 
Department of Health as the blood 
donation month, It is during this time 
when the PNRC and the DOH go all out 

their voluntary blood donation 
campaign. 

Healthy individuals aged 16 to 65 
years and weighing at least 100 pounds 

ith a pulse rate of 60 to 100 regular 
“beats per minute are encouraged to 
nate their blood. 

PNRC's National Blood Center 
physician in charge, Dr, Michael Angelo 


ү Marquez Jr., said that the World Health 


| 


“Organization standard is that blood 
supply should be sufficient 4 percent of 
the total popula 


VOLUNTARY blood donation is needed to augment the country's blood supply especially during the 


dengue season. 


determine if sufficient supply is being 
met because there is a major problem in 
record keeping, 

"As far as the Red Cross is 
concerned, we can reach up to 120,000. 
units, The target usually ranges from 
550,000 to 650,000 units annually 
What is hard with other institutions is 
that they don't keep records so I could 
mot really say if the quota is being 
achieved,” he said. 

Marquez added that some doctors 
would request more than what they 
actually need, 

‘The recent outbreak of dengue has 
brought about a rising demand for fresh 
frozen plasma, А patient with dengue 
needs six to 10 bags of blood, Sometimes, 
patients would also need platelets. 

Hit-or-miss transfusions 
Filipino specialists in blood trans- 
fusions who are also members of inter- 
national societies observed that in the 
Philippines blood transfusions could be 


1999 


i Collection from new donors 6 Collection from repeat donors 


mistakes are committed, 

‘The specialists said that there was 
no society of blood transfusion medicine 
in the country, They stressed that blood 
transfusion should be treated as а 
separate field of medicine, such as pe- 
diutics and surgery. 

‘They also observed that one major 
problem was that doctors here are not 
trained on how to use blood or how to 
correctly extract just the exact 
component of the blood needed for a 
particular situation, 

Apheresis machine 

‘An improvement in blood collection. 
processes is in the offing, the PNRC 
said. 

The availability of apheresis ma- 
chines could enable the PNRC to 
separate blood components correctly 
and expediently 

Marquez said that through the 
machine, the PNRC could extract six to 
eight units of platelets from one donor. 


ERIK ARAZAS 
because the source of blood components 
for a patient could be derived from one 
donor only. 

"This would mean only one cross- 
matching needed—less risk (for the 
recipient)" he sid, 

‘There are now apheresis machines 
їп the PNRC blood centers in Manila, 
Zamboanga City and Laguna, The 
addition of the machine in Zamboanga 
is considered timely, with the outbreak 
of dengue in that region, 

“Within the next (two weeks), the 
apheresis machines would be fully 
(operational), he si. 

Safer bloodletting 

Marquez said donors, however, were 
afraid of bloodletting’ via apheresis 
machines. "We have to convince more 
‘donors to undergo this new procedure," 
he stressed. 

Another obstacle is the expensive kit 
required by these machines. Marquez, 
noted, that bloodletting through the 
apheresis machine would be much safer 
and the side effects of sudden blood loss 
lessened, The blood extracted from the 
donor is replaced by saline solution, which 
maintains the blood volume in the donor's 
body. 

PNRC manager for national blood 
services Dr. Cecilia Francisco snid the 
lack of funds remained the biggest 
obstacle to acquiring quality blood. 

"The blood is free but obtaining blood 
requires a processing fee to ensure 
quality,” she suid. 

Francisco also said that regularly 
donating blood was not yet a habit for. 


Metro school 
leads the way 


А METRO Manila university is one 
of the regular clients of the 
Philippine National Red Cross in its 
voluntary blood donation program. 

PNRC's National Blood Center 
physician in charge, Dr. Michael 
Angelo Marquez г, credited the 
Technological Institute of the 
Philippines for providing significant 
amounts of blood in time for this 
year's dengue season. 

Marquez said the blood con- 
tributions of students of ТЇР Manila 
and Quezon City are helping avert a 
blood shortage inthe face of an increase 
їп the number of dengue cases. 

“We got 3,000 units of blood from 
TIP Manila and Quezon City in two 
days. The surplus blood supply was 
immediately given to San Lazaro to 
respond to (the needs of) dengue 
(patients),” he said. 

TIP president Teresita U. Quirino 
narrated that it was chair Demetrio 
Quirino Jr. who started the practice 
of blood donation for TIP in 1967. 

This year, TIP has already 
contributed 5,918 bags of blood— 
3,500 in February and 2,418 in July. 
February is Demetrios birth month, 
while July is Teresit's birth month, A 
total of 1,389 student-donors from the 


engineering, commerce, architecture, 
and computer science schools have 
voluntarily donated blood. 

“When the PNRC conducis blood 
donation activities, usually only a 
small group donates blood. But in our 
school, it has become part of our lives 
already. Two years ago we started 
doing it twice а year,” Teresita said. 

She said some students even 
wanted to give more blood, but a 
donor is only allowed to give blood 
three months after the last donation. 

She said that in the beginning, 
blood donation used to be an 
exclusive activity of TIP's male 
ROTC cadets, Eventually, the entire 
ТІР community joined in. 

She said the TIP blood donation 
program was like a big campus party, 
complete with a program and even а 
rafle. 

“The advantages of donating 
blood, other than knowing your 
blood ‘type, is that you can easily 
get blood in times of emergency,” 
Said engineer Noel Vargas, TIP's 
security and safety department head. 

‘Vargas’ department is recognized 
as having some of the more active 
blood donors in the school 

Tessa R, Salazar 


HOW TO DONATE BLOOD 


* Go to the nearest blood collection unit in government hospitals 

* Register as a potential blood donor. 

$ Your medical history will be taken. 

* A physical examination follows to check on your weight, temperature, 
pulse and blood pressure. 

* A blood test will be done to know your blood group type! 

© The donation will take 5 to 10 minutes, 

* Approximately 450 ce of blood will be taken, which is about 7 to 9 
percent of tho blood volume of an average ndult. 

‘The volume will be replaced by your body within 24-48 hours and by 

drinking more fluids, 


Atter donating blood: 

* You should leave the adhesive dressing on your arm for atleast hours 
but not more than 12 hours, Bruising or discoloration may occur but it will j 
disappear in а few days. 

* Avoid carrying 
extracted, 

Do not smoke for the next two hours, 
Avoid alcohol intake for tho next 12 hours. 
© Extregular meals and increase fluid intake, 


ivy objects with the arm from where the blood was 


Marquez said it would be hard to 


called а hitor-miss affair because alot of 


It is a much safer process, he suid, 


NICO is the second of two sons of Randy and 
Emma, He is very active and implusive. He hates. 
to be confined to а seat, and when he's made to do 
зо, he shifts in his chair restless, shakes his legs 
continuously and fidgets with his hands. He is an 
impatient listener and talks almost incessantly. He 
loves fairy tales, old fashion magazines, clowns 
and magicians. He loves to eat. Cakes and ice cream 
сап make his day anytime. He goes into tantrums 
When he doesn’t get what he wants just like what 
many children always do. Except that Nico is 22 
years old, He is a special grown-up child 
A lot of sacrifices 

Nico's family lives comfortably in a middle- 

class subdivision in Bacoor, 

Cavite, Emma gave up her jobasa. 

manager in a printing press when 

Nico was 5 years old so she could 

take care of him full time. Randy likewise abandoned 
his career as а highly paid overseas entertainer so 
һе could be with his family and special son, He 
Tow works as a manager in a Makati company. 

The family's life including that of elder son 
Tony has practically revolved around Nico. Tony 
took up Child Psychology in college so he could 
help in Nico's therapy. As Nico was special, Tony 
was gifted, graduating with highest honors and 
winning awards here and abroad for his musical 
compositions. 

Randy and Emma enrolled in several schools 
meant for special children. Nico would enjoy 
school for a few weeks, a couple of months at 
most, Then usually due to trivial matters, he just 
Won't go to school anymore and bodily carrying 
all of Nico's 170 Ib was a herculean task for his 
persevering but forlorn parents, 

"Parenting a special child really requires a lot of 
sacrifices,” Nico's doctor told Randy and Emma 
the first time he was diagnosed to have an Attention. 
Deficit Disorder or ADD. 

The doctor explained that ADD is characterized 
by poor or short attention span and impulsiveness, 
which is inappropriate forthe child's age. It occurs 
10 times more frequently in boys than in girls and 
hyperactivity may or may not be present. The 
implicated cause is а disturbance of 
neurotransmitters, which are substances that 
transmit nerve impulses in the brain. 

Symptoms. 

Children with ADDS are diagnosed if they have 
8 of the following 14 symptoms: 

$ Restlessness characterized by fidgeting with 
the hands or feet or squirming 
(2 Dificuly to remain sented when required to 

© Blurting out answers before questions are 
completed 

* Inability to follow instructions for others 

* Easily distracted by extraneous stimuli 

* Difficulty to wait for one’s turn in games and 
group activities 

* Difficulty to sustain attention in tasks or 
play activities 

* Shifting from one uncompleted task to another 

* Difficulty in playing quietly 


The case of the special child 


BY RAFAEL R. CASTILLO, MD 


* Talking excessively 

* Interrupting or intruding on others as they 
say or do something 

* Inability to listen to what others are saying 

* Losing things necessary for tasks or activities 
at school or at home 

* Engaging in physically dangerous activities 
without considering possible consequences 

Generally, children up to age 4 may show some 
degree of hyperactivity and some of above 
symptoms. But if these symptoms persist beyond 
the age of 4, especially if the child is not doing well 
in school, one should suspect a possible ADD, 
‘About 20 percent of children with ADD have 
learning disabilities and almost all of them have 
coping problems in school. About 40 percent are 

depressed, anxious and op- 

positional, sometimes violently 

зо, when they reach adolescence. 

Majority of ADD children 

have temper tantrums and 

adolescents usually have alow frustration tolerance 

which explains why Nico can never stay in school 

for long. Although impulsiveness and hyperactivity 

tend to diminish with age, inattentiveness and the 

other symptoms generally persist even during 
adulthood. 

Most effective treatment 

In terms of treatment, psychostimulant drugs are 
the most effective treatment, usually combined with 
behavior therapy conducted by a child psychologist 
The parents have to be advised on modified parenting 
techniques. A stable and supportive home 
environment is the single most important factor in 
the behavior therapy of ADD children, 

Jf any consolation, adolescents and adults with 
ADD adjust better to work than school situations. 
‘They can be assigned small tasks at home or even in 
ihe office and they may also be given token 
remuneration to bolster their usually low self- 
esteem, The family should watch out for depression 
‘and anxiety, which can make them predisposed to 
substance abuse in adulthood, 

Since the last time Nico dropped out of school, 
Emma has become his permanent in-house 
teacher, How she has endured everything from 
Nico's inappropriate behavior to his unrea- 
sonable demands and occasionally violent 
tantrums, 24 hours а day and 7 days а week 
without any break at all, is beyond many people's 
comprehension, Emma however has found 
happiness in doing everything for Nico. And her 
love for her special child has defied all reasonable 
intolerance for the sleepless nights, physical and 
mental exhaustion and the endless list of 
problems, which have all become part of her 
daily grind, For Emma, that is what motherhood 
is all about. 

(Medical Files is based on the case histories of 
actual patients. Some information have been 
changed to hide the patient's identity. Apart form the 
medical information, it stresses the socio- 
psychological impact of disease on the patient, Dr. 
Castillo is a past president of the Philippine Heart 
Association Philippine College of Cardiology. For 
comments or inquiries, e-mail raffymd@i- 
manila.comph.) 


Filipinos, 


(First of two parts) 
FOR THE PAST three weeks, we have seen 
the activities surrounding the silver jubilee of 
ihe National Academy of Science and 
Technology (NAST). Plenary speeches from 
several scientific fields highlighted Filipino 
achievements for the past decades, and 
outstanding scientists and scientific works 
were also recognized, 

Since the NAST is the premier gov- 
emment advisory Бобу on science and 
technology in the country, it is but fining 
that we now take a closer look at what it 
really is, what it does, and what it has 
accomplished зо fr 

The world-class scientists who are 
members of the NAST are distinguished 
internationally in their own right, but 
collectively, they represent the best of what 
the Philippines has produced in science. 
Entrance into the Academy is not easy—not 
by application, but by peer recognition and 
election, At present, the NAST has 50 
members, 15 of them women. 

Given our national ow regard for science, it 
is a wonder that the NAST members were able 
to achieve what they had. Areas of specialty af 
the NAST members include cytology, 
cardiology, nuclear science, environmental 
medicine, pediatrics, entomology, parasitology, 
endocrinology, genetics, plant breeding, 
physiology, biochemistry. phycology, physics, 
mathematics, psychology, economies, satis, 
toxicology, pharmacology, epidemiology, 
nutrition, history and chemical engineering. 

Despite these esoteric-sound fields, 
Academicians" life works have been devoted 
to everyday concems such as rice, coconut, 
com, carabao, livestock feed, soybeans, 
bluegreen algae, fish parasites, endemic goiter, 
children's diseases, women's development, 
Schistosomiasis, medicinal plants, essential 
oils, macapuno, insects, ascariasis and cattle. 
There is also rural development, economic 
policy, mutagens, toxic peptides from marine 
snails, cholesterol in Philippine diets, national 
statistical programs, food and nutrition, 
natural resource policy research, electronics 
and instrumentation, genetic engineering and 
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A history of Filipino science 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 


safety, biotechnology, knowledge 
economy and information and com- 
munications technology and population, 

‘The NAST grew from small beginnings. 
In the early 1970s, a group of scientists 
from the University of the Philippines 
thought of putting up an academy of science. 
in the country. They foresaw the need Гог 
а body that would offer due recognition 
and provide incentives for scientific 
research and excellence. They were inspired 
by respected institutions such as the Royal 
Society of London, the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, the Academie des Sciences in 
France, the Academy of Sciences in the 
Soviet Union and the National Academy 
of Sciences in the United States. 

"The NAST was the dream of these Pinoy 
scientists: cytogeneticist Dr. Joventino D. 
Sorlano, phycologist Dr. Gregorio Т. 
Velasquez and his wife, parasitologist Dr. 
Carmen G. Velasquez, marine biologist Dr. 
Edgardo D. Gomez and public health 
specialist Dr. Edito G. Garcia 

In May 1976, the National Science 
Development Board (the forerunner of today's 
DOST) endorsed the proposed establishment. 
‘of the academy of science for funding by the 
goverment. Presidential Decree 1003-A was 
ооп passed, creating the NAST to "serve аз 
а reservoir of competent scientific and 
technological manpower for the country.” 

‘Two years Inter, then President Ferdinand 
Marcos named the first 10 members of the. 
Academy, From them, three were proclaimed. 
National Scientists, the highest honor 
conferred by our country on a scientist, 
Academician Paulo С. Campos was named 
the first president in 1979. 


By an Executive Order in 1982, the 
mandate of the Academy expanded to include 
advisory role on science and technology to 
the President and the Cabinet, Academician 
Dioscoro L, Umali became the next president 

Of course, the main goal of the NAST is to 
address pressing scientific and technological 
concems in the Philippines. According to 
National Scientist бейш Т. Castillo, а rural 
sociologist, Academicians spend their whole. 
lives in research, teaching and public service. 
"They set the standards for substance, rigor and 
relevance, which aspiring scientists can emulate. 

"Science by its very nature demands 
intellectual honesty, inegrity, independence and 
single-minded dedication to chosen fields of 
study. These qualities could serve our society 
well beyond scientific endeavors," Castillo said. 

“Academicians, individually and 
collectively, contributed substantially to the 
body of knowledge in different fields, to 
policy making and development of research 
agendas, to review and evaluation of research 
and development programs, to the science 
dialogues in the country and elsewhere, to 
capacity building and nurturing of younger 
scientists, They likewise have shared ideas, 
expertise and experience on a variety of issues 
‘of human significance,” she said 

То this end, the NAST convenes annual 
scientific meetings, roundtable conferences, 
informal discussions and other consultative 
meetings on scientific policy. Some problem 
areas, which have arisen in the forums, 
included biotechnology, environmental 
changes and management, agricultural 
policies, coconut ой and health, pollution. 
and alkyl benzene, the milk industry and rice 
self-sufficiency. 

А monthly science literary forum (which 
1 personally hope will be more active and 
visible) is convened to improve science 
literacy in the Philippines. Participants are 
publishers, editors, science writers and 
scientists. 

їп addition, а Speakers Bureau has been 
created to meet science information needs in. 
different parts of the country. 

(Tobe concluded next week) 


Support your child’s brain power 


TODAY'S parents have taken a more active 
interest in their child's development, 
especially the scientific aspect of their 
‘growth, With new developments constantly 
appearing with regard to children’s nutrition, 
emotional growth and mental health, moms 
and dads find themselves well-informed, with 
more knowledge that will allow them to assist 
their child in becoming healthier and smarter. 
More discerning, they ше во pen to te 
iden that an excellent nutritional foundation 
is the key to optimum development, 

One particular area of concer for parents 
is their child's mental health, For parents of 
children inthe erly schoo! age, which ranges 
from 3 to б, а knowledge of the processes 
involved in their child's brain development 
Keeps them in stride and provides them with 


information to make sure that they can assist 
in their child's development in every way. 

One ofthe more recent findings related to 
brain development is the importance of DHA, 
DHA stands for Docosahexaconic acid, the 
Jong chain of polyunsaturated faty acid found 
in human milk, tis an important component 
in brain development, specifically because it 
isa primary building block of the human brain 
and retinal tissue, To provide suppor. for 
Superior brain development, a steady supply 
of DHA is required 

‘A natural adequate supply of DHA 
depends on the amount of its precursor in a 
child's diet. Significant amounts of РНАЗ 
precursor, called Alpha Linolenic Acid, can. 
be found in very few vegetable oils and fish 
oils. This makes inclusion of such sources of 


DHA in a child's diet very difficult Because 
of taste preference їп children and the 
availability of enough vegetables and fish in 
their diet, there is a need to supplement their 
diet with DHA. 

‘With the brain growing daily, it is important 
that a child gets an adequate supply of DHA, 
Enfakid is one such product. Developed by 
‘Mead Johnson to support the nutritional and 
brain development needs of children, Enfakid. 
isthe fourth stage in the Mead Johnson line of 
formulas that caters to the specific needs of 
children in different stages of growth 

Prepare your child for school by 
providing him with the right nutrition plus 
lots of love, With your constant guidance 
and DHA-packed Énfakid, your child will 
definitely be on the right track. 
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WITHERSPOON. 
Can turn 
somebody 
annoying 
sympathetic 
character you 
want to cheer for, 


Bv CHRISTY LEMIRE 


EW YORK—Oh my 
god, youguys.Isawthe 


best movie the other 
day ү. It was a-DOR-able. 


comes a lawyer and 
‘course. How could she no 

The movie is a lot like 1995's 
“Clueless,” which was also totally cute, 
inthat it has a brain and a heart And like 
its heroine, it's a fot smarter than it 
locks, Hopefully, il do more for Reese. 
Witherspoon's career than “Clue! 

did for Alicia Silverstone'sz. (Hull-o? 
Anyone remember "Excess Baggage?") 
Expert 

Witherspoon plays the fabulously 
dressed and perfectly coifed Elle Woods: 
president of the Delta Nu sorority, Miss 
June in the campus calendar, AND she 
hasa 4 O grade point average, Oklahoma, 
so her major is, lik 


girl is an expert on v 
ing shades of pink. 

Elle thinks her gor- 
geous boyfriend, Warner 
Huntington Ш (Matthew 
Davis), із going to pop the 
question over a special 

finner, but he dumps her 
instead, telling her that his 
dreams of being a politi 
cian demand that he have 
a more substantial mate— 


Ubach) totally don’t understand, 
Video 

And the video she makes to go with 
her application is hys-TER-ical. She 
had a Coppola direct it, and she ap- 
pears dressed in an array of sequined 
bikinis, spouting legal terms as well as 
the latest "Days of Our Lives" devel- 
‘opments. 

Нег dad doesn’t see the point. “Law 
school is for people who are boring and 
ugly and serious, and you, button, are 
попе of those things," he tells her, an 
ever-present martini in hand, 

But she gets inl She totally doesn’t 
fit in at first, especially toting her a- 
DOR-able Chihuahua everywhere she 
gocs, dressed in a matching outfit, 

‘And she's nothing like those uptight 
East Coast students—especially Vivi 
Kensington (Selma Blair, who co-starred 
with Witherspoon in the 1999 guilty 
pleasure "Cruel Intentions”) that hor- 
rible blue-blooded snob Warner is dat- 
ing. 

‘But her keen intuition, unbeatable 
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enthusiasm and impeccable sense of style 
see her through. She even helps out оп a 
murder trial, How cool is THAT? 

(OK, sothe movie does dragabithere, 
‘butyoucan'thave everthing, youknow?) 

‘Witherspoon showed in 1999's 
"Election" how complete she ean make 
a character, how she can tum somebody 
annoying into a sympathetic figure you 
want to cheer for. 

‘Elle isn't nearly as obnoxious as over- 
achieving Tracy Flick in “Election,” but 
he is interminably perky, which would 
be hard to tolerate on anyone else. 
Witherspoon appears in nearly every 
frame of the movie, and she positively 
sparkles. 

“Legally Blonde" is the feature film 
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debut of director Robert Luketic, and he 
did SUCH an awesome job! 
Screenwriters Karen McCullah Lutz 
(a blond former sorority girl who took 
fashion merchandising classes) and 
Kirsten Smith give her great things ау, 
and they inject so many cute details. 
Her resume is pink—and scented, "Т 
think it gives it a little something extra, 
she explains to a law professor, smiling 
‘And when she picks up the ‘cordless 
phone, it's covered in fluffy pink fur 
As a young lawyer working with Elle, 
Luke Wilson doesn't get to do much but 
play the straight man, which is too bad 
because he was so good in "Botle Rocket" 
and in small roles in “Rushmore” and 


"My Dog Skip." AP 


Fungl thrive In dark and molst 
places. Keeping your feet dry 
and changlng socks more 
often prevent athlete's foot. 


whatever THAT means, 

"If T'm going to be n 
senator by the time I'm 
30, 1 need to stop (mess 
ing) around,” Warner tells, 
Elie as she cries in her 
champagne, 

One day at the salon, 
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she gets the BEST iden— 
she'll show Warner she 
s сап be all-serious and 
stuff by following him to 
^ Harvard Law School 
‘She studies super hard 
for the law school en- 
im, which her 
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Lino Brocka 
remembered 


Bv NESTOR U. TORRE with other film types, including bold 
movies. He would give the public 

(Continuation) what it wanted, but situate his sto- 
ries in a more realistic context that 


FTER “Santiago,” kept things from becoming exces- 
Lino came up witha sive. 


Even later, younger directors fol- 
dom, much smaller film, -oyeg sui, ike Lantos Guile, vo 
в into,” but е  r;orafized and legitimized the or- 


movieendedupgettingmore nate and illogical romantic and 
thanitsshareofplauditsand komiks melodramas of the "80s. 
honors. This was because it Mixed results 


Buy ап Epson printer music begins “dared” todepicta“macho” ^^ Linoalsotiedtodothe same with 


marriedman(EddieGarcia) his own romantic melodramas, like. 
as a closet homosexual who „Cadena de Amor” and "Villa 
hasanaffairwithayoungman Mica," with mixed results 


rags ‘We remember going on location 
(Mario O'Hara). The lover with Lino for “Villa Miranda,” and 


ends up wreaking havoc оп мете impressed with his absolute 
themarried man’s family. lack of directorial airs. He slept on 
mama the floor of a truck, worked himself 
: to the bone, expected no special 
“The film was deemed unusvalbe-  treatment-—and made sure he got 
cause it presented its gay charac- попе, 

ters аз non-swishing types. “Табор "ТЫ was a far ery from the "dis- 

sa Ginto” is distinguished by fine tinguished” way that some other 
performances (Lolita Rodriguez and rectors comported themselves on 
odyssey Sony Music Jay Iagan are also in the cast), and ^ movie sets in those days, replete with 
ended up winning the 1970 Famas “dramatic” directorial behavior and 
For every purchase of any of the qualifying EPSON inkjet printers, you are entited to an Odyssey Gift Certificate. A P450 git certiicate will be bundled Best Actor prize for Garcia,and Best avid acolytes hanging on to their 
with the Epson SC580, SC680, SC880, 5С1160, SP790, SP890, SP1290, while a P200 gift certificate will be bundled with the Epson S C20sx. Director for Brocka. Lino was onhis every word. Thus, as Lino "democ- 


way! ratized” the movies he was making 


т. However, | situation obtaining in those days. 
Terese! fhe ———— cnn he cree, aim oning in ibn dei 
diam cea no fate ante eae Seu em erar GO tte ame ef coa m M aaa ee Toes a aes, «eo 


кану await а the film, Lorna Tolentino and ducers in terms of commercial com- 
Amold Gamboa. Atthe 1971 Famas promise. He agreed to do so early in 

EPSON awards, Gamboa even romped off — his career, but he had developed so 

К with the Best Child Performeraward. — much as a filmmaker that he had to 


THE POWER to CREATE “Lumuha...” showed that Lino express himself with full integrity. 


— — —— knew what masa viewers wanted by ‘Inthe commercial film scene, that 

крон puLIPPWES CORPORATION онири p way of extreme emotionalizing, but proved to be well-nigh impossible. 

367 Puro Pate Tanor SF вор Ази мерин. he was too responsible a directorio = sọ Brocka took the very risky step 

apreciated ON йн take things to excess. He gave them of cutting off the umbilical cord ol 

amore realistic framework that made ^ mainstream moviemaking, and form- 

this movie less escapist than most. ing his own movie company. 

Later, Lino would do the same "ёне couldn't do this alone, of 

course, so a group of 

" friends pitched in and 

rniture formed Cine Manila. 

The new company's 

first production was 

“Tinimbang Ka Ngunit 

Kulang,” Lino's satiri- 

cal view of the hypoc- 

tisy of life in a small 
town. 

Required viewing 

Although the film 

starred Lino's regulars 

like Lolita Rodriguez. 

ARIES OFFICE TABLE Eddie Garcia and Hilda 

WITH CABINET Koronel, as well as new. 

4 795 comer Christopher de 

Leon, its chances at the 

natural-f , tills were deemed rather 


f di bleak—unti! the com- 
softwood in pany got the heads of 


у Catholic schools to be- 
centomporary lieve in the movie so 


i х much that they assigned 
designs Ч itas required viewing for 
their students 

АШ those Catholic 
girls and boys dutifully 
trooping to the theaters 
made "Tinimbang. ”an 
unexpected hit. In fact 
it was the first “quality” 
Filipino movie to hit it 
big at the box office. 

It encouraged other 
producers to line up 
"ашау" projects or 
their own, And Eddi 
Romero says that the 
movie's unexpected suc 
cess was wha prompted 
him to come home from 
the Sates, where he was 
directing American біт 
and to once again direct 
Filipino movies 

Romero came up 
with excellent films ike 
“Ganito Kami Noon, 
Paano Kayo Ngayon” 
and “Banta ng 
Kahapon," so the box 

fice success ОГ 
“Tinimbang...” had! a 
wonderful “ripple ef- 
fect” that redounded to 
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Dengue alert: High fever 
can dehydrate your child 


From January to Аз а concerned done to prevent it disease caused by a severe flu-like illness to four dajs, a rise in complication of the How to avoid dengue 
July this year, dengue parent, dengue is from spreading and virus. Itistransmitted and the following temperature occurs disease, dengue Dengue can be 
fever cosesnationwide, indeed a cause for whatrodoincase your throughthebite ofthe symptoms: fever, followed b the hemorrhagic fever, controlled ог  denguecausingv us 
тозе to an alarming worry. But the best child issufferingfrom female Aedes chills, severe appeatanc. ч! cashes, may follow- causing prevented by while feeding on се 
5,099, This figure is way to address this it. mosquito. After an headache, joint pain General w Кез hemorrhage, shock, o b serving blood of an infected 
almost 50% higher disease is to be better What is dengue? incubation period of and sweating, While and lowbloody esure enlargement of the environmental person, so it pays to 
Compared to the same informed about what- Dengue fever is an five to eight days, an the symptoms maj occur which make liver and circulatory sanitation. Bear in eradicate the mosquito 
period last year. causes it, what canbe acute infectious individual suffersfrom seemtosubsideintwo recovery slow. A failure. mind that the Aedes population by 

destroying their 
breeding places; 

The Aedes mosquito 
breeds primarily in 
stagnant water found 
in jars, drums and 
‘other open containers. 
Somakeita: tto 
properly dis, se of 
plastic food containers 
ог used automobile 
tires that may collect 
rainwater. Stock 
garden ponds with 
guppies, mollies or 
other fishes that feed 
оп mosquito larvae 
Cover water 
containers to prevent 
mosquitoes from: 
laying their eggs. The 
regular spraying of 
insecticide may also 
help in curbing the 
mosquito population 

If possible, use 
screening materials to 
cover windows 
and doors. In 
communities 
identified to be at 
high-risk of a dengue 
outbreak, it would be 
wise to involve 
yourself and your 
household in 
community-wide 
programs such as 
fumigation and 
fogging 


aegypti mosquito 
generally acquire the 


What to do in 
case your child 
has dengue 
Despite the 
advances in modern 
medicine, there is still 
по specific treatment 
for dengue fever. A 
vaccine to protect 
against all four 
different viruses that 
cause the disease is still 
many years away. 
If your child exhibit 
the symptoms of 
dengue, it would be 
better to send him 
right away to the 
hospital where 
experienced 
physicians can give 
him good nursing care. 
and careful clinical 
management 
including supportive 
therapy. Тһе 
replacement of 
circulating fluid 
through blood 
transfusion is widely 
used to manage the 
recovery of patients 


Fight the 
dehydrating 
effects of Dengue 
fever 

Since any type of 
fever like dengue 
hemorrhagic fever 
сап cause dehydration 
or loss ofa significant 
amount of bodily 
water — in fact, up to 
10% — it would be best 
to give your child a 
mild electrolyte 
replacement drink like 
Pedialyte Mild 30. 
Bodily fluid 
replacement is crucial 
at this point to help 
his body maintain 
normal temperature. 


Pedialyte® d 1 Pedialyte Mild 30 


$ contains the right 
i " i в amounts of fluids and 

i Ё electrolytes to help 

D LUNO [Us your child's body to 


d cool up and retain 

к х à 1 water. Ready-to-drink 

3 P3. straight from its 

eeps your child cool and hydrated. eb | 28 гош: from irs 

Dengue. H-fever. And other types of fever. They can cause your child's body to lose up to 1096 water. 3 Ё Ӯ х Pedialyte Mild 30 

Water that helps his body to function well and maintain normal temperature. At the first sign of fever, | . D comes їп three fruity 

give him PEDIALYTE MILD 30. Specially formulated for kids, it has the right amounts of fluids and electrolytes ‚ flavors kids will love. 
in a convenient and ready-to-drink form: What's more, it comes Іп 3 fruity flavors kids wllllove- E 

strawberry, grape and apple. 


Dengue fever is a 
serlous problem. But 
proper ононе 
therapy from your 
Physician, your caring 
and Pedialyte Mild 30 
can help nurse your 

IALYTE45  PEDIALYTE 90 ABBOTT LABORATO child back to good 

For mild dehydration. For severe dehydrati consumer h q supermarkets snd health. " 

Meses 3 


PEDIALYTE MILD 30 should also be given to prevent HYDOSTRESS or mild dehydration due to 
active play, prolonged exposure to the sun and hot, humid environments. 
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TWO FOR THE SHOW 


Changing your fortune 
with George Sison 


By MARY ANN A. BAUTISTA & RICKY T. GALLARDO 


FTER hosting a talk 
show with Gloria 
Diaz in the late '70s 


and being a permanent fix- 
ture on “Two for the Road” 
with the late Elvira 
Manahan and NUT, friends 
encouraged George Sison to 
host again. On Sunday, July 
29 at 11:30 p.m., GMA7 will 
air a special, “Will Your 
Fortune in the Game of 
Life,” hosted by George and 
Amelyn Veloso. 

The special aims to reach every 
sector of society by showing people 
that there's a way of improving their 
tives by changing their thoughts. 

Guest Simonette Delos Reyes- 
Ferraren narrates how she got preg- 
nant after several doctors told her that 
she could never have a baby. Actor 
Juan Rodrigo talks about his dream 
house and how he acquired it. Taxi 
driver Edu Adelantar shares how his 
income increased. Leila and Patricia 
Panares recall how their relationship 
аз mother and daughter improved. 

"People can have a healthy balance 
of life by changing the way they think 
We want to uplift their spirits and ease 
their despair. We will talk about prin- 
ciples of living ina practical sense and 
telat itto the viewers life," George says. 

Tf the special receives good feed- 
back, it might become a once-a-month 
special 

Make way for Jam 
Melendez 

He's new, he's young, but he's un- 
afraid of what the biz will make of him 
in the foture— despite the painful les- 
sons already learned by his parents, 
Deborah Sun and the late Jimi 
Melendez, when they were once de- 
voured by show business. 

Jam Melendez left a normal life— 
and his mom, too—in New York right 
after the untimely demise of his actor 
dad, and took a crack at Philippine 
show business. His initial efforts, de- 
spite his being part of the famous Sal- 
Vador clan, didn’t bear much fruit, €x- 
cept for a few TV guestings and a semi- 
regular stint in the short-lived "TGIS, 
2nd Generation,” 

Jam didn't lose heart, though, and 
went back to school 
Jam's decision to wait has 
paid off: he has a plum 
Tole in "The Red Diaries." 

“The film required Jam 
to do a butt-baring se- 
quence and the young lad 
agreed without qualms. 
“Us no big deal," he says. 
“Twas brought up in New 
York—very open, very 

lbera-minded witha very 
modem way of thinking.” 

Jam has high hopes 
that, after the film is. Ё 
shown, influential people 
in the business will tike [È 
notice of bim. "I really E. 
want to bean actor and! [. 
hope the good breaks 
keep coming my way. 
Wherever my dad is 
now, and even if my 
mom is so far away, 1 
want my folks to be 
proud of me because T 
followed their footsteps 
and 1 did my best." 

Hurrah for Pepe 
Pimentel! 

Over the weekend, 
while cruising along 
Roces ave. in Quezon 
City, something caught 
ош attention: There wes ff 
a man taking out the lit- 
ter and doing some emer- 
gency gardening on the 
planis battered by the 
Reavy rains and the pol- 
luted air. 

А few minutes passed, 
and а group of street kids 
joined him, puring the wash 
nd dried faves and етв 
inton garbage bag We asked 
one of the kids who the fa- 

looking man was. The 
boy replied, "Si Tito Pepe 
ро” A bystander add, “Si 
Pepe Pimentel, punong 
barangay malapit dito, lagi 
niyang ginagawa ‘yan. 

Mabuhay ka, Tito 
Pepe! If only limelight- 
grabbing and publicity- 
fiungry politicians, spe- 
cially those who have 
crossed over from the ce- 
lebrity world, will learn 
aL lesson or two from you 
about what true public 
Service is then there'll 
be hope for us all in these 
very disturbing times. 

Hunger that hits 
the heart 

We take our hats off 
‘Anne Torres and “The 
Correspondents” fora very 
insightful episode last 
Monday about hunger. 

Torres even spend а 
night with one of the 
families who, despite. 


SISON. Back on TV. 


having nothing, made sure that their 
visitor would at least have some 
crackers and juice for dinner, 

Our hearts went ош specially to the 
children who shared one tomato for a 
meal, and to the family of the bal ven- 
dor who made us aware that there are 
Still those who survive because 
"нав АПАН sila ng asin” literally! 

We went to bed perplexed, both- 
егей by what we saw and heard, feel- 
ing helpless because good intentions 
cannot satisfy hundreds of empty 
stomachs while we gorge on midnight 
Snacks and fresh milk before we sleep. 

Happy birthday, 
Tito Dougs! 

Low key but highly regarded tal 
ent manager and line producer Dou- 
glas Quijano celebrated his 57th birth- 
day last Tuesday at Padi's Point in 
Cubao. 

Tio Dougs, as he is fondly addressed, 


entertained his well-wishers with music, 
wine and free-flowing food until way 
past midnight. Spotted were Bench top 
honcho Ben Chan who came with Ar- 
chitect Miguel Pastor, Richard Gomez 
and Lucy Torres, Anjo Yllana with wife 
Jackie, hunks John Estrada and Jomari 
Yilana, sisters Gelli and Janice de Belen 
(who sil wrote Estrada when she signed 
her name on the birthday wishboard), 
Joed Serrano and Robby Tarroza, Jestoni 
‘Alarcon, Eric Fructuoso, Nadia 
Montenegro, LJ Moreno, Maricar de 
Mesa, Maryo J. de los Reyes, Thirdy 
Escaño, and Joey Gosiengfiao. 

Have а great year ahead, Tito 
Dougs! 

The Madz continue 
to soar 

Things are coming up roses for the 
world-renowned Philippine Madrigal 
Singers this season. There's a lot of re- 
joicing going on over at Prof. Andrea 
Veneracion's camp and here are some 
reasons why: 

First, their back-to-back albums from 
BMG Records are doing well. We got 
both CDs and we take our hats off to the 
very polished live recording of "Around 
the World,” where 12 priceless cuts are 
featured, including "Bituing Walang 
Ningning.**"Yanni's Ara; "The Prayer, 
“Duerme Negrito” and "Pater Noster: 

For all romantic hopefuls, The 
Madz also have their version of clas- 
sic love songs in their "Madz in Love" 
CD which contains our favorites "What 

" “Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes” and "An Affair to Remember.” 

Second, the group has come up 
with a special coffee table book that 
chronicles their most memorable mo- 
ments in the world's most prestigious 
music and choral competitions. De 
Signed by virtual artist and poet Sid 
Gomez Hildawa, who is also the con- 
current visual arts director of the CCP, 
the book will be launched tomorrow 
atthe CCP. This early, the first print 
ing has elicited a lot of reservations 
From top corporations and from book 
collectors alike. After the book 
launch, The Madz will perform in a 
special concert at the main theater. 

seems nt solong ago when the group 
came home victorious with the Grand Prix 
Européen du Chant Choral competition tp 
plum which they won in Tours, France. 
‘And here they are captivating us with the 
Stuff hat has made them priceless cultural 
treasures of our country. 


Thank God for lawyers 


FOR the longest time in my life. T 
didn't have a healthy regard for law- 
yers. For me, theirs wasn’t as im- 
pressive a profession as others. Like, 
doctors cure ailments and save lives, 
engineers build houses and huge edi- 
fices, teachers mould minds and 
character but what do lawyers do 
‘except make already miserable lives 
even more miserable? 
In trouble 

1 thought that you only needed 
lawyers when you were in rouble. 
But. the way [looked at it then, Iaw- 
yers had mastered the ап of geting 
You ineven bigger trouble, with you 
ending up thanking and paying then 
fat fees for it, to boot. 

‘And, from where 1 sat, lawyers 
‘were such liars. They just did й el- 
egantly and with remarkable 
aplomb. It helped a lot that they 
spoke a language all their own, the 
kind of English that I was sure, even 
the English found difficult to com- 
prehend. 

Also, somehow felt that lawyers 
encouraged people to break the law. 
T used to believe that, for as ong as 
you had the bucks to pay for the ser- 
vices of the best attorney, you'd 
never know what prison life was 
like 

T remember, when a brother first 
expressed his desire to become а 
lawyer, I tried hard but failed to un- 
derstand. Of course, I knew that law- 
yers earned good money but, naive 
as I was, I didn't consider money 
then to be the most important con- 
sideration in choosing а lifetime ca- 
reer. 

Importance 

ls been only lately that I have 
understood the importance of law- 
yers in our lives. And 1 don't just 
mean the insights T got about Jaw- 
yers during the impeachment tial of 
President Erap (Like, not ай lawyers 
speak perfect English after all. And, 
стел you were the richest and most 
powerful man in this part of the 
world, you could still go to jail.) 

"What | really meant were the 
many difficulties I've found myself 
in that necessitated my consulting 
lawyers. don't want to go into the 
grisly details but suffice it to say that 
Гле had sufficient experience with 
lawyers to know that there are many 
kinds of them. 

Let's start off with the show-off. 
They have flashy clothes, flashy cars 
and even flasher smiles. They dine 
in five-star restaurants where they 
expect to be seen—and heard. Yes, 
they usually have such booming 
voices that when they laugh, the 
room shakes. 


FACET 


Inday 
Badiday 


They are also fantastic name-drop- 
pers. They love it when they're having 
dinner with you in some fancy, pricey 
place and someone famous sides up io 
them just to say Hil They re the type 
who'd tell you they played golf with 
Prince Charles and the king of Brunei, 
if they thought you'd believe it 
Designer perfume 

Their haircut costs a minimum-wage 
arner's entire monthly salary, and they 
wear 18-karat stones for cufflinks. And 
you can smell them a mile away because 
they reek af the most expensive designer 
perfume, 

But they're perfect if your opponent 
їп the legal skirmish you are entangled 
in isthe type who easily gets intimidated 
by the scent and look of power, And 
they're generally good for every penny 
of the plump retainer you need to cough 
up to hire their services. These show- 
off lawyers usually have the staff to do 
all the necessary research and volumi- 
пош paper work—and the brilliant 
minds to come up with the most inge- 
nious juggernaut to bail you out of your 
woes. 

Then, there are the aggressive law- 
yers. Somehow, they always want to go 
to war. You unload your problems on 
them and they come up with a blueprint 
for battle. They have room for compro- 
mise, In their thesaurus, settlement is not 
a synonym for wisdom. 

"They can reduce prevaricating wit- 
nesses to submission with the sheer 
power oftheir stare. They are very good 
With words, are prone to eloquence and 
bombast to hammer home a fine legal 
point or dazzle everyone with the bril- 
Tance of their opinion 

"They are perfect for situations where 
your egal enemy is hard and vicious. 
Of course, sometimes, you get this nag- 
ging thought: Wouldn't it be а beter 
tack to work at your problem with less 
fie and brimstone and more caution and 
circumspection? 

Diplomacy 

There's also the unassuming, 
humble type. Diplomacy is their middle 
name. They patiently listen to you as 
youregurgitae to them your legal prob- 
lems and they advise you to wait, allow 
things to simmer down, create situations 
Where the sobriety of ihe mind will be 
Supreme to the passion of the hear 


They go for amicable solutions to 
even the most acrimonious legal situ- 
ations. They are the wizards of off- 
court settlements, For them, going to 
court should be the last recourse. 
‘And even when the case has been. 
filed, they'd rather delay and delay. 
until both sides get so tired that they 
now find settlement the ideal situa- 
tion—even if only so they'd no 
longer have to go back to court. 
"They are usually soft-spoken and 
they use well-chosen words to con- 
vey their thoughts and opinions. 
Sometimes, you go on and on with 
your ill feelings of rage, rancor, 
doubts, fears and anxieties, but they 


their silence is soothing 

OF course, there are times that 
you find yourself asking if it were 
better and more prudent to act to- 
gether in order to make your case 
more favorable to your side. 

Family 

There are also the "paternal" law- 
yers. There's something deeply per- 
Sonal about the way they treat you. 
You get the unmistakable feeling 
that they genuinely care for you that 
you're not just а client, That you're 
family, That you are loved 

And they usually have a wealth 
of enperience to generously use to 
help you, along with all the connec- 
ions they've developed through the 
years. Indeed, there's зо much more 
to lawyering than what's writen in 
the law books. 

The downside to "paternal Iaw- 
yers is that they're sometimes too 
tired or comfortable to go the extra 
mile to brush up on the latest laws 
and statues, relying on ther experi- 
ence and connections to get them by. 
There's а genuine possibility that à 
frisky but studious lawyer сап stump 
them with the latest legal mumbo- 
jumbo. Law is such a dynamic field 
that рап of the job of lawyers isto 
keep abreast of the fast-changing 
trends and developments in their 
profession 

Grateful 

Now, I'm very appreciative and 
very grateful to al of the lawyers who 
have helped me in the innumerable 
legal difficulties I've had in my life 
Thank God for lawyers! Without 
them, [don’t know where Га be now. 

T've discovered that we should 
always consul lawyers in everyting 
Wwe do. Like, had 1 the advice of law- 
yers before making a lot of small and 
big decisions in the past, 1 wouldn't. 
have fallen into the pits that T sud- 
denly found myself in. 

Lawyers? | can't live without 
them! 
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Barbie's Cradle remains grounded and simple 


By MARY ANN A. BAUTISTA 


FEMALE vocalists rarely merit a sec- 
ond glance amidst the all-male genres 
Such as punk-rock and alternative mu- 
sic—unless they do girly-girly, sweet 
pop musie in the mold of Britney 
Spears, Or act sexy and saucy like girl 
groups Destiny's Child and АП Sains. 

«x Or have the angst and grit of Alanis 
Morisette. 

Sometimes, however, female vocal- 
ists сап break the mold and still click 
with music lovers. Barbie’s Cradle has 
done just that by putting а positive and 
light twist to their sound. 

Happier songs 

Barbie Almalbis (vocals) and Wendell 
Garcia (drums) agree that their current al- 
bum, “Music From the Buffet Table” has 
fewer sad and painful undertones. “The 
album is generally happier than the fist. 
Some songs ae stil inspired by love and 
longing, though this те hey re viewed 
їп à lighter way. Each track shows how 
we've leamed to accept things as they 
are," Barbie clarifies. 


Adul de 


BY BEHN CERVANTES 


AS freshmen at UP Diliman in 1956, it 
was ensy for us to be in awe of the huge, 
green campus complete with a golf 
Course and Little Quiapo where a mini- 
тай thrived for the residents of the 600- 
hectares university site, 

UP had їз own infirmary, a building 
for every college, two swimming. pools, a 
racing oval, a huge sym as well as an early 
Lindy Locsin-designed chapel where both 
Protestants and Catholics worshipped al- 
temately. Those spreading acacia tree 
branches were awesome, to say the least. 

Huge 

After being entrapped in the single 
building that was De La Salie College on 
Taft ave. then, the UP Republic, as it was 
called, looked huge to us in every way. 
Imagine what it was like to walk отоле 
building to the next for our classes under 
the protection of those trees! 

‘What a thrill it was to sit in the Lib- 
eral Arts Building lobby to watch some 
ofthe most beautiful coeds in the Phil- 
ippines saunter by in their best attire. 

"The coeds didn't dare come to class 
inthe informal manner kids do now. In 
fact, some were downright over- 
dressed—they arrived complete with 
high heels and four petticoats that made 
their skirts balloon and ever so slightly 
bop as they paraded themselves for all 
io admire. They were gorgeous! 

“There waste delectable combination 
of beauty and brains Josie Trinidad, now 
Tchnceo, Hersisters in the Sigma Delta 


Saco = 


The track, “Langit Na Naman,” а re- 
vival of the Hotdogs song seems abit too 
cheesy, compared to their previous hits. 
“We don’ have a particular preference at 
all when it comes to the music that we 
play. As long as it sounds good and we 
Sound good doing it, we'll perform i 
Wendell grins. 

‘Barbie composes songs whatever the 
mood she's in. She can write when she's 
lonely, depressed and confused. Each 
song has a hidden story behind i. 

"Shiny Red Balloon,’ was а sur- 
prise. When 1 wrote it, I was only be- 
ginning to accept that maybe I wasn't 
truthfully in love. "Dear Paul’ is about 
а boy I liked in grade school. 

"Money for Food” is about my di- 
lemma: Maybe I should stay in school 
and lean to make a living selling things 
I don't like. Singing is a luxury and 
when you can't afford it, you'll starve,” 
Barbie shares. 

Inspiration 

Barbie gets her inspiration from ev- 
eryéay life. But she claims hat she doesn’t 
have a particular audience in mind when 


she begins to write. “We please ourselves 
first, that's where it starts. Usually when 
you start targeting audiences, you get lost 
and people can sense that you're not be- 
ing real. Be sincere and people will feet 
it,” Barbie smiles. 

Barbie’s Cradle is currently touring 
bars and coffee shops to promote their 
current album. Things are looking up 
but being in a band can be a struggle. 
"It can be rigorous and tedious, if you 
don't have the passion for music. If you 
don’t enjoy it it can be difficult. It's not 
about being a girl or guy vocalist any- 
more, it's about dedication, hard work 
and passion,” Barbie relates. 

‘They make it a point to rehearse even 
if they don’t have a gig. Jamming makes 
their bond stronger and allows them to 
iron oot kinks in cover songs. How do they 
stay grounded? “Remembering the tough 
times make you humble. Keeping asense 
of humor also helps," Wendell jest 

"The tough times make you appreci- 
ate what you do. It's about attitude and 
music. When Franklin (an old member) 
Jet the band, I was going through other 


йсй changes. Sometimes my oki fears 

‘come back, but when something good 

happens. sasierto let go" Barbie pins 
Record deal 

They havea record deal, regular gigs 
and a loyal fan base but the gangmates 
ant to keep their feet firmly planted 
n the ground 

Essential tips to remember if you 
want to stay in a band! 

1. Rehearse until you get the perfect 
sound, Some bands practice from noon 
тий midnight whether they have a pig 
огло Keeping your act together makes 
you achieve perfection. 

2. Be creative and innovative. Don't 
get stock with your old formula (пі 
fal style.) Experiment with new chord 
progressions 

3: Learn to save money. 

A Write your own music. Being signed 
up by a record company happens faster if 
you ave your own original usc 

5. Don't be an airhead. Turning off 
people with inflated egos is а no-no. 
Receiving compliments and praises can 
bea good ego-booster but stay humblel 


Leon was an original 


ib 


 ADUL (right) with Pinky de Leon and Tommy Aguirre. 


Phi Sorority were some of the most fan- 
тазйс campus belles who made many 
young men join the Upsilon Sigma Phi. 
Among them was vibrant and talented 
Maureen Tiongco, who soon after headed 
for Broadway to starin the original "Flower 
Drum Song” directed by Gene Kelly. 
Heads did a double-take when statu- 
esque and hazel-eyed Dee Marquez, а 
balikbayan from Schenectady, New 
York would walk from class to class. 


She became one of the mainstays of 
Manila's early society fashion shows. 
Tall goddess 

‘The only other mestiza who atracted 
ss much atletion s Dee was tall god- 
dess from Zamboanga named Joan 
Kosloff. Another beauty and brains 
combination was Elena San Juan of the 
Chemistry Deparment 

There was also the petite but very 
smart and talented Cherry Santas who was 


starring in many iniportant UP Dramatic 
Chub plays under playwright Wilfrido Ma. 
Guerrero. Gorgeous coeds were in abun- 
dance in UP in my time, tell you no ез! 

There were tall ones, petite ones, 
classy ones and fresh beauties from all 
over the country. The common denomi- 
nator was that they all carried themselves 
with the confidence that they were mga- 
iskolar ng bayan. Despite their coy de- 
nials, they secretly enjoyed the adulation 
‘of the young men whose testosterone lev- 
els were at their peak. 

However, there were a lot of origi- 
nal coeds, too. They were not beauties 
in the conventional manner but they had 
style. They were originals. 

‘One of them was a dark and slim coed 
named Adelina de Leon. She was an En- 
glish major whose gang included the 
pedigreed Rita Kalaw Ledesma, now 
Gonzales; Odette Benito, now Alcantara; 
Mimi Pintoy, a daughter ofa general and 
sister of amis expert Roland Dantes: Jo 
Makasiar, now a Puno; and the one and 
only Lina Castrence—sill a Castrence. 

The group liked to ape the lokano 
accent so after some experimentation 
‘Adelina became Ad-dool-leenah that in 
time was shortened to Adul. 


Liberated woman 

The name Adul fit her to a T. She 
dressed rather exotically. She had thick 
‘black hair and wore bangs. She smoked 
like many modem girls did. She could 
trade repartees and green jokes. She was 

а liberated woman in the late "50s. 
ADUL/ p.C6 
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BARBIE'S CRADLE. Being іп a band can be a struggle. 

Rammstein loves to toy 

with the dark side of 
sadi. 
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RAMMSTEIN. Propensity for basic instincts, 


By POCHOLO CONCEPCION 


OF the East German band Rammstein, 
а number of items may prove to be in 
teresting 

Tk is one of Europe's most successful 
rock groups, by virtue of the release of i 
1995 Scout album, "Herzeleid," which went 
platinum in several Westem counties. The 
Follow-up, Sehasucht (leased 1997, de- 
buted in Americain 1998}, was said to have 
been more successful, going platinum in 
Germany and іп the US, and gamering a 
Sting of music awards in Europe. 

h praises 

Noted rock Journalists inthe States 
(Chuck Eddy, Charles Young) have 
оту high praises for a band that is 
proudly Kriut- seconting songs in the 
German language without bothering to 
slip in English translations. 

Film director David Lynch (“Blue 
Velvet "Twin Peaks") was so im- 
pressed with Rammstein that he licensed 

is songs for the soundtrack of 


Lu 


“Lost Highway,” even before the band 
had released an album in America 

Its live act has attained legendary sta- 
tus, prompting the popular 70s band 
Kiss to invite Rammstein to play ав spe- 
cial guests on a South American tour. 

18 the North American leg of that 
tour, local authorities in Massachusetts 
ordered the removal of Rammstein 
onstage for lascivious conduct. The 
band members actually ended up in jail. 

Black comedy 

It is also said that Rammstein loves 
totoy with the dark side of desire, over- 
doing it at times to the point of flaunt- 
ing black comedy. 

Аз the "Mune" ("Mother") CD plays 
оп, we are reminded of the muscular au- 
Tal structure that the likes of Metallica 
and other metal-based bands have popu- 
larized over the years. 

But what makes Rammstein stand out 
is the way it seamlessly blends metal, in- 
dustrial, techno and classical music. I ad- 
dition, this band's flair for moody, brood- 

ing vocal delivery makes 
for some kind of dramain- 
flected sonic пеш. 

"he arrangements in 
“Meim Herz Brenn” ("Му 
Heart Is Burning") and 
“Links234"(*Leh234") 
suggest contrasting images 
of love and aggression, se- 
duction and assault. 

Sinister sounding is the 
narrative in "Sonne" 

"Sun" -adominantfea- 
ture also contained in the 
careening violence in 
Г. oleae іа 

Primal needs 

"The emotional decla- 
rations in the ttl track 
echo the complexity of 
life and its primal needs 
and fears. Similarly, we 
appreciate the quaint ap- 
peal of "Spieluhr" ("Mu- 
Sic Box") and "Zwitter* 
(Hermapheodite"). 

‘About sexual anges 
we ше very much tempted 
tosssumethatther's plenty 
of сита! friction in "Ich 
Will CT Want) and "Rein. 
Raus” (1а, Out’), although 
it might be more prudent to 
theorize that Rammstin's 
propensity for basic instincts 
iS vell usta mannerofpiay- 
ing around with the lierary 
device known as irony. 

Martial beats 

"The band has a natural 
love for martial beats that 
Somehowremindusofsuch. 
mighty Агуап symbols as 
Hitler and the whole dis- 
gusting caboodle personi- 
fie in the neo-Nazi image. 

Then again, it's 50 
stupid to deny that the 
members of Rammstein 
(keyboardist Flake 
Loren, bass player 
Oliver Riedel, drummer 
Christoph Schneider, 
guitarists Paul Landers 
and Richard Kruspe- 
Bernstein, and vocalist 
Till Lindemann) are any- 
thing but German. 

he thing about 
Rammstein that high- 
lights its macho aura to 
positive heights is the will 
and determination to 
Shine in the generically 
boring field of metal rock, 

Heavy as it already is 
with the typical crunch of 
metal, Rammstein is sev- 
eral notches up above the 
others because it com- 
pletes the entire musical 
experience through lyri- 
cal mood and character 
(The author wishes 10 
thank Ms Ann Мате 
Gutierrez of the Goethe- 
Institute for providing 
translations 10 the Ger- 
тап song titles) 
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DE ROSSI. 
Opportunity 
knocked 
twice. 
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Assunta de Rossi stars in ‘Red Diaries 


By EDMUND L. SICAM 


FORMER “That's Entertainment" regu- 
lar Assunta de Rossi makes her bid for 
stardom in the much hyped Regal pre- 
sentation, "Red Diaries," which opens 
next week. She got the assignment after 
it was tumed down by Ara Mina, Ina 
Raymundo and Priscilla Almeda. 
Change of image 

The actress, who tumed 18 last Feb- 

ruary, changes her image to tackle three 

ifferent roles in the anthology fik. She 
plays a mistress who is а free spirit, a 
balikbayan who becomes the sexual fan- 
tasy of a seminarian and the battered 
wife of a policeman. 

What made Ausunta take the bold 
route? “Opportunity doesn't knock on 
your door twice,” she explains. "I was 
Offered a similar role once but turned it 
down because I was still too young. Then 
L got this offer from Regal and I realized 
Twas probably desti ned todo bold roles. 
Besides, I'm already 18 so 1 think I'm 
ready for a more mature movie.” 

‘Assunta, who has an Malian father 
and Filipino mom, didn't get much re- 
sistance from her parents though some 
close friends discouraged her from ac- 
cepting the offer. On the first day of 
shooting. the scene called for her to se- 


Adul de Leon was an original craps 


‘The name Adul stuck because the 
group also performed "When 
Shakespeare's Ladies Meet" for the class 
ОР youthful English instructor Isabel 
"Bebeng" Sevilla, now Soriano. Adul 
played the Serpent of the Nile with great 
aplomb. Her coloring, sultry voice and 
intense looks made Cleopatra a modern 
vamp. 

The litle play was a big hit among 
theater aficionados. Freshmen like Lino 
Brocka and 1 were taken by this unique 
‘group of young ladies who liked to do it 
their way. Overstaying student Jonee 
Gamboa, then mere Junie, became part of 
the triumvirate that included Lino and me, 

Upon our prodding, Adul joined the 
UP Dramatic Club for the summer mu- 
sical “Hot November,” a spoof of Phil- 
ippine politics by Rosendo Santos, Jun 
Roy and Jules Yogore. Again, Adul was 
given a sexy walk-on рап. 

‘Soon, we formed a gang, no matter if 
she and Joonee were three years ahead 
of Lino and me. We were sometimes 
“The Three Stooges” or “The Three 
Musketeers” depending on our varied 
moods. Adul reigned as our muse. 

‘We would see a series of movies on 


some days, never tiring of comparing 
acting styles and noting the actors’ fine 
points. We discussed plays, philosophy 
and the meaning of life, often with some. 
beer and a chain of cigarettes, but al- 
ways with many, many questions on 
the basic why's of our earthly existence. 

Adul smoked and drank with the best 
of men. Lino neither smoked nor drank. 
Neither could he understand why we 
couldn't do without those "vices." 

Adul followed mentor Bebeng to FEU 
where she appeared in plays with Nick 
Agudo, Butch Josue, Sarah and Tony 
Joaquin, Bebeng herself and the rest of 
the Morayta university's Speech and 
Drama Department. 

She dropped out from school com- 
pletely for reasons unknown to me but 
she was soon hired to write for Pipol 
Magazine, a bi-monthly that was edited 
by Mara Lanot's father. In one issue, she 
featured meas an original character. (I guess 
‘ours was a mutual admiration society.) 

In early 1960, she became a disc 
Jockey for "Music by Muzak” that sup- 
plied soothing (elevator?) music to Ma- 
nila Hotel's rooms. Adul did the day 
shift, while Lino took the graveyard 


shift. They yearned for company and 
asked me to visit them. 

Toften kept thern company in that 
Tite cubicle in the ground floor of the 
historic hotel where we watched the so- 
ciety girs going to tine fashion shows at 
the Winter Garden, 

‘Across the booth was the Jungle Bar, 
a favorite watering ole of the metropo- 
Tis’ bachelors as well as husbands who 
pretended to be sing le. 

Sexy style 

А very young Carmen Soriano, a 
Miss Manila, was honing her sexy style 
in the dark bar. The: demanding hours 
Were too much for both Lino and Adul 
о they quit the job» and proceeded to 
search for other options. 

Not long after, Bill Kane, brother of 
ballet mentor Anita, hired Adulto assist 
him in organizing some of the first Phil- 
American co-productions shot here in the 
very early “60s. Since Lino had dropped 
ош of school for Financial reasons, Adul 
who became his soul mate fora long time, 
included him in the staff. Eddie Romero 
remembers а quiet and shy Lino doing 
assistant script boy chores. (To be con- 
cluded) 


doce Dante Rivero by baring her top and 
performing a sexy dance. Her knees were 
Shaking when she faced the camera not 
only because it was а nude scene but 
also because Rivero was a Veteran actor 
She respected. 

Jitters 

Her jitters disappeared when direc- 
tor Maryo delos Reyes explained the 
scene to her and made sure only the crew 
members essential to the shoot were 
around. She did the scene in two takes. 
After tbe initial stage fright, Assunta fel 
more comfortable with her other sensi- 
tive scenes. 

‘Assunta also had an easy time work- 
ing with Jam Melendez in the seminar- 
ian episode where Jam bares his behind. 
"The role was supposed to go to rapper 
Carios Agassi but he felt it was not ín 
keeping with his wholesome image. 

However, she did find one sequence 
where she is gang-raped physically de- 
manding and emotionally exhausting. 
‘This isin the third episode, which is the 
most brutal of the three stories 

"When we asked Maryo why he in- 
cluded the story when the other two 
were lighter, he said be wanted to give 
Assuma the opportunity to show her 
potential s an actress. The results are 
quite encouraging, says the director. In 


the third episode, she is deglamorized 
because she plays a maid who is raped 
by her amo and eventually becomes his 
wife. She goes through a harrowing or- 
deal because the character played by 
Carlos Morales considers her more of 2 
sex object rather than a wife 
No frontal nudity 

Maryo says he had an easy time 
working with Assunta. Even before the 
cameras started rolling, the two met to 
discuss just how far she was willing to 
ро. She explained she was amenable to 
breast exposure but frontal nudity was 
a no-no for ber. 

‘Since there was no more time to con- 
docta workshop. Maryo asked Assunta 
to watch his film “Paraiso ni Efren” to 
get an idea of the kind of scenes she 
‘might doin her movie 

‘Assunta explained to us that she 
found nothing wrong with nudity 
“Lahat naghuhubad sally.” she quips 

"When she was growing up in South- 
ега Italy, where she was born, breast 
exposure was a staple on TV commer- 
cials as well as on late-evening shows 
‘Shes the eldest of four children (younger 
sister Alessandra i also an actress) and 
Stayed a few years in England before 
moving to the Philippines when she was 
six. The reason for her mobility asachil 


was the fact. that her father worked in 
the Italian navy, 

At age 12, she became a regular on 
“That's Entertainment," This would 
lead to movie and TV appearances, Cur- 
rently, she's part of the ensemble cast 
of GMA's “Bubble Gang" and was the 
featured! star on "Larawan" for a whole 
month. 

Beauty contest 

Now that she is embarking on a new 
path in her career, she's sidelining her 
plans to join a beauty contest, There 
was a time when she was interested in 
the Bb. Pilibinas pageant but when the 
movie bug bit her, she postponed the 

After “Red Diaries,” Assunta will 
soon be scene in “Sisid” a Seiko project 
directed by Joey Romero. Here, sh 
expected to bare more than she did in 
her first bold movie but she says there 
still will be no frontal nudity. 

Regal Films is hoping the movie will 
do well at the box office. It is the first 
bold movie ina long time to be made by 
азо-сайей "A" director. Although some 
of the more explicit scenes were deleted 
or shortened to conform to the 
MTRCH's guidelines, Regal insiders eel 
‘moviegoers will not cry “harang” when 
they watch the film on the big screen. 


STAR Movies presents the digitally 
remastered "Star Wars" seres for the 
entire month of August. 

The series starts with “Star Wars 

TV: A New Hope" on Aug. 5 

with Mark Hamill 
starring as Luke 
Skywalker. a farmboy 
who unites a host of 
allies in an attempt to 
rescue the rebel leader Princess Leia 
(Carrie Fisher) from the clutches of 
the empire. Also starring Harrison 
Ford, Peter Cushing, Alec Guinness 
and Anthony Daniels 

“Star Wars Episode V: The Em- 
pire Strikes" airs on Aug. 12, “Star 
Wars Episode VI: Retum of the Jedi" 
оп Aug.19 and Star Wars Episode E 
‘The Phantom Menace” on Aug. 26. 

‘All movies will be shown at9 p.m. 

“Batibot” performs live in 

Intramuros 

The Intramuros Evenings Perform- 
ing Ans Series presents the well-loved 
characters of long-running TV show 
“Batbot” live today, Saturday, 6:30 
pm atthe Тело, Plaza San Luis Com- 
plex, cor. Gen. Luna and Real Sts. (op- 
posite San Agustin Church) Intramuros. 


It’s ‘Star Wars’ month on Star Movies 


Using games, songs, dances and skits to 
deliver timely messages are Kuya Joey, 
Kuya Louie, Kuya Noli, Kuya Pol, Kuya. 
Andrew, Ate Cita. Ate Donna, Ate Ani 
and Ate Chynna. Produced by the Philip- 
pine Children's Tele- 
vision Found. Inc., 
"Batibot" also stars 
Koko Kwik Kwak, 
Mat Maliksi, 
Kapitan Basa. Ningning and Gingging. with 
alien fends Sisir and Alibangbang 

Intramuros Evenings is а public ser 
vice presentation of the Department of 
“Tourism under Sec. Richard J. Gordon and 
its attached agency Intramuros Adminis- 
tration led by Dominador Ferrer Jr. Ad- 
missionis free. Call 5272961 or 5273138. 

U2on Channel V 

U2 is featured on Channel V Int's 
“Speakeasy” oh Aug. Sat4 p.m. 

Bono, Édge. Lamy and Adam talk about 
their newest album, “All That You Can't 
Leave Behind." Aside from being musical 
‘nists, the band has also ventured into 
films with its production of "The Million 
Dollar Hotel which won the Silver Bear 
award а the Berlin Film Festival 

Mariah Carey in concert 

Mariah Carey, along with Jazy-Z, 98 


Degrees, Da Brat and DJ Clue per- 
form in "Mariah Carey's Homecom- 
ing” on Star World on Aug. 6 at 10 
pam. with a replay on Aug. 7 at 1:30 
Carey returhs to her junior high 
school in Greenlawn of NewYork and 
stages a concert for the students. 
Mariah performs her greatest hits in- 
cluding "Heartbreaker; "Dieamlover," 
"Vision of Love,” "Can't Take That 
Away,” "Rainbow and “Butterfly 
Sports awards night 
"The 2001 Laureus World Sports 
Awards” which celebrates sporting ex- 
сейепсе across all continents, will be 
telecast today at 7 p.m. on Star World. 
Supermodel Heidi Klum and actor 
Gregory Hines host this year's cer- 
emony. The Laureus theme, "Dream- 
ng" for the first ime willbe performed 
for the first time with LeAnn Rimes 
singing. 
Robbie Williams їп England 
Robbie Williams concert at the 
Manchester Arena in England will be 
telecast on HBO on Aug. 13 at 10:30 
pm. with replays on Aug. 21 at 2 pan.. 
Aug 26 in 10:30 a.m. and Aug 29 at Å 
Pm. (Cornpiled by Edmund L- Sicam) 


Hore come the kids! 
The new Goodwill Bo 


Bring you: kids at 3 PM for loads of fun and pri 
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ly 29 at the Basement Level, Glorietta 
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"THEVAGINAMONOLOGUESINFILIPINO' 
Translating and casting one of the year’s most highly anticipated plays 


Bv Riro ASILO 


IT wasn't easy. "The Vagina Monologues” in Fili- 
Dino? In light of our desire to bring the play's univer- 
Sal issues closer to local audiences, we at the New 
Voice Company had planned a Filipino translation of 
Eve Ensler s Obie-Award winning work. We knew it 
was not going to be a piece of cake, 

Vernacular 

We always wondered how Philipine audiences 
would react to a production of "T VM" in the vemacu- 
Jar Our commercial and critical successes in Hong Kong 
and Singapore convinced us all the more to translate it 
into our language. 

Despite Singapore's strict and conservative stance 
over anything that is regarded as too provocative or 
overtly Беті із audiences embraced he show. Davao 

even more incredible story. When NYC's 

flew to Davao for a three-gerformanee tour, 
the creative team was warmly received but was also 
forewarned that a group of people had plans to stage 
an indignation rally over the use of the supposedly 
inflammatory word Vagina in the ie 

We understood the concer. What we didn't un- 
derstand was the fact that these people attacked the 
show without having seen it. 

Despite the brouhaha, the Davao shows sold out, 
with over 1200 audience members each night leaping to 
their fect and shouting for more- A repeats already being. 
planned, s wel as repeat runs in Singapore and Cebu. 

When Monique Wilson (New Voice Company's 
иис director) asked me to direct the Filipino version, 
ittook me sometime to realize how big a task it was. 

Gender inequality 

We wanted to get people who, like us, believed in 
the material who not only could write well, but be- 
lieved їп helping empower women and children 
marginalized by age-old traditions, gender inequality 
and low self-esteem. So we welcomed with much ex- 
temet Monique's announcement that she met Dr 
Giecy Atienza, Dr. Joi Barrios and Luna Sicat at an 
Asian Women's Playwrights Conference in Makiling, 
and they had expressed their interest to do the Filipine 
translations of “TVM.” 

But the road to creating the sound and feel of the 


Filipino script was a long and tedious one. While we 
agreed to keep the integrity of the material and to re- 
spect the women on whose stories these monologues 
were based, we were also allowed to do some "cul- 
tural” and "social" adaptations in the introductions to 
make the stories more accessible to Filipinos. 
Issues 

‘Doing this allowed us to delve deeper into the mean- 
ing of the show's issues by reflecting them jointly in 
its original universal theme, while putting them in a 
Philippine context 

NVC wanted to know how the Filipino audience 
would react to Tagalog translations. Our V-Day cel- 
bration last January, which featured the monologues 
эз performed by top film, TV and thester actresses, 
gave us the chance to experiment. So we wrote a couple 
of Tagalog translations and mixed them alongside the 
English monologues and the result was overwhelming! 

‘As the deadline for the translations drew nearer, I 
started having sleepless nights. I couldn't wait to read the 
first draft, so when 1 finally did, 1 couldn't contain my 
excitement. I immediately e-mailed them to Monique in 


London. 
Graphic 

What the Filipino translation brings to the fore is the 
beauty of the Filipino language. Yes, it can be graphic but 
it brings the material closer to home. It makes the emo- 
tions raw, more potent. tis also very poetic and moving. 

But who would give life to the monologues? The 
audition process took a long time. There were a num- 
ber of actresses we considered, but a good combina- 
tion is essential to the monologues. 

Veneer 

Harlene Bautista-Sarmenta, who has stacked an 
impressive and considerable number of theatrical roles 
at UP and has won acting awards for her film and TV 
performances, came to read —and blew me away! In- 
Side that calm and collected veneer is а woman of 
strength and substance. She is as strong an actress as 
she is a great mother. At all of our rehearsals and pic- 
torials, she always had her children in tow. Sometimes, 
her husband would patiently wait for her during re- 
hearsals at the NVC Actors Studio. 

Then Arlene Borja came on board. 1 have worked 
with her in most of the plays that I did, as an actor. She 


Why noontime variety shows 
turn some televiewers off 


By NOELAN! TORRE 


NOONTIME variety shows. At these words, certain 
images spring to mind—we sce 20 people on a glittering 
stage gyrating to the tune of the latest hit dance single; a 
"celebrity" belting out the latest hit single (it doesn’t 
matter whether he or she can really sing, basta star!); 
girl in skimpy clothing that reveal more than they con- 
сезі; a steady stream of "common zag" looking for a 
quick buck; and a gross of yelling celebrities with tooth- 
paste-ad smiles and bodies clad in the latest fashions. 
Innovations 

That's the way it is now and that's the way it was 
years ago when the noontime variety show was still in 
йв infancy. It is said that change comes slowly to us 
Filipinos, but this is already reaching new heights of 
absurdity. Sure, there have been innovations, if you 
сап call them that, bur—! 

That game with a million pesos as the cash prize is 
relatively new. Or is it? Its structure may be new but. 
it’s still selling the same old thing—this is the way to 
Bet rich quick, kaya sali na! And truth to tell, people 
are getting tired of that same old thing. 

More and more viewers have been grumbling 
lately, sending letters to the editor or letters to the 
TV Stations themselves, speaking out amongst 
friends and in school debates, and simply just switch- 
ing to cable channels when 12 noon swings along. It 
seems they object to what they see on local net- 
works at this time of the day. 

‘We asked several people what they don't like seeing 
оп our noontime variety shows—and what they would 
like to see. Now, this was one subject where we didn't 
have much ofa problem squeezing answers out of people. 

Bad for the digestion 

‘Wholesome is the operative word here. Viewers 
just want good, clean fun and entertainment while 
they're having lunch. They don’t want to get annoyed 
while they're eating. Who does? It's bad for the diges- 
Чоп! 

Moreover, they say, kids are definitely still awake 
at this time of the day. Why give them indecency and 
green humor? So here's what they think: 

“I'd like funnier jokes and irits from the hosts of 
the shows, but it should be wholesome, and the hosts 
‘who are so соту and “trying hard’ should be replaced. 
1 don't like seeing and hearing ‘singers’ who don't 
know how to sing, nor dancers in their underwear! 
Please, these are noontime shows. I'd like to see more 
variety in their song and dance numbers with good 
singers, dancers, and bands. 

“1 also think there should be juicy show biz buzz 
рага interesting for the tsismosa audience, especially 
the nakakakilig tidbits. And one more thing, get Carlos 
‘Agassi out of there! He tries so hard to do rap but he 
fails and it’s just too annoying.” —Tanya Posadas, 
Palawan 

Game shows 

“Huwag nang pakantahin sina Richard Gomez, 
Diether Ocampo, at Piolo Pascual. Hindi sila marunong 
kumanta at inaaksaya lang nila ang oras. Sa mga 
game shows naman, dapat mas magalang ang mga 
hosts sa mga contestant. Huwag naman nilang 


bastusin at ipahiya sa harap ng maraming tao. 

"Tanggalin din ang mga malalaswang dancers na 
iyan. Ang mga bata kumakain ng pananghalian ng 
gano'ng oras, ano? Ши sila tapos gano'n ang 
makikita nila sa TV, mga malalaswa? Hindi maganda. 
Iyon ang unang makikita nila, iyang mga Calendar 
Girl at TV Babe na iyan. Medyo bastos pa ang mga 
hosts. Nakaka-offend. 

“Фара! sa gabi na lang iyang mga variety shows 
na iyan, para tulog na ang mga bata. Wala nang 
problema." —Alexis Madrid, Cabanatuan City. (To 
be concluded) 


moved us when she read the Bosnia piece and made us 
ry. An actress who can be as good in drama as she is in 
comedy is hard to come by. 

"Which brings us to ош third actress. Pinky Marquez. 
droveallofuscrazy with laughter as well as moving us 
immensely with her interpretation of the monologues. 

you need personality and talent you can't go any 
farther than Pinky. 

Pinky. who is а member of Angá and has done 
high-profile musicals, is also no stranger to me because 
1 have worked with her in a number of musicals in the 
pest including "Bakhita, “Magnificat” and "Alikabok," 
ту very first play. 

Womanhood 

On Aug. 31, these women—from playwright Eve 
Ensler, artistic director Monique Wilson, executive pro- 
ducers Rossana Abueva and Terry Wilson, translators 
Glecy Atienza, Joi Barrios and Luna Sicat, and actresses 
Pinky Marquez, Arlene Borja and Harlene Bautista- 


Sarmenta—will celebrate the јоу, pain, mystery and 
Power of womanhood when “The Vagina Monologues in 
Filipino” premieres at the Music Museum. And we will 
be there to proudly welcome you when the lights go up. 
(Rito Asilo is co-associate artistic director of the New 
Voice Company. "The Vagina Monologues in Pilipino 
‘opens atthe Music Museum on Aug. 31. For tickets and 
sponsorships, call the NVC office at 896-5497, 896- 
6695 and 899-0630 (telefax). For those interested о join 
the V-Day worldwide events as well as the Regional/ 
College Youth Initiative Campaigns, there will be a V- 
Day meeting atthe NVC Actors Studio on Saturday, 
Зер. 1, 2001 at 3 p.m. Those interested can phone NVC 
‘and sign up with Brando Ortega, or e-mail at 
ancposté hotmail.com or om 
For information on "ТУМ" national tours, international 
productions, NVC workshop classes and Season 2002 
Shows, сай or email the NVC Actors Studio. Visit the У. 
Day website at www.vday.org) 
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MARQUEZ. Her 
interpretation of the 
monologues is both 
funny and moving. 
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New French directors come to the fore Tetsuya Matsui tries 


By NESTOR U. TORRE about a young Jewish girl who dis- at the Cannes filmfest. And his new 


OR loko ана. covers life through the theater. film, “Te quiero,” follows a French his luck in RP movies 


Sockel comedy ‘couple on the run in Peru, 
Wr cepe eines ae Cedric Klapisch delights in social Rebel By Remy M. UMEREZ His father is already deceased and 
Chabrol, Resnais, Rohmer and comedy. His first film, бепе доош" Matthieu Kassovitz has gained a his mom works in an office, He has a 
Leloich, Label France magazine intro- (1992) ridiculed the attitudes and be- reputation for being a rebel by way ADD the name of Japanese action brother and a sister. 
duces some relatively new directing havior of the staff of a department of his early films like “Métisse” star Tetsuya Matsui to the roster of He observes that Filipino women 
talents who have been making the store. In 1995, “Le Peril Jeune” looks (1993) and “La Haine” (1995), His talents Manny Valera’s DMV Enter- give importance to their husbands, 
outstanding movies that have enabled into the lives of students in the 19705. 1997 film, “Assassin,” excoriated vio- tainmentis managing. His visits to the country as well 
тат нра And"PeutEtre"(1999)isascience- lence on television. Kassovitz has Uncle as his decision to penetrate local 
acinis ped Ey a К fiction production. also been involvedin filmmakingin “An uncle of mine who has been Movies is partly inspired by the suc- 
Malaise | ThefirstrwofilmsofCedrié Kahn the United States, and his latest film, helping me bring entertainers to Ja- 55 of Cynthia Luster who is a per- 
ИИИ... dre G | were youth-oriented. "Le Bar des “Les Rivieres pourpres"is described pan recommended Tetsuya because Sona friend. ч 
йг Алау duties (ha j rails” (1991) was about adolescents, asan American-style thriller. һе wanted to expand his Asian mar- The only Tagalog movie he saw 
alas oti Late экы | while "Trop de bonheur" (1994) ё The youngest bios is Fracois ket. To my surprise, he turned out to ne esie eee Bes nevis 
like "Desodre > а limned a searing portrait of young Ozon, who started his career asa be an action star whose other skills 2nd he was impressed with the gun 
froide? (1994) In 1996, аер; AREA ADU агван. people in the 955 On the other maker of short films. His first film, included scriptwriting and directing, bates. He informs us that real guns 
with Hong Kong actress uie Destinaes." hand, his focus has shifted in his . “Siteom”91997),wasabout an inces- He has appeared in major roles ор. 25101 allowed in Japan movies. Toy 
м début En bre two most recent films, to obsession tuous family. In “Les Amants posite Hong Kong and Japan's big- #008 are substituted. 
in aodt début septembre” (1995), on AIDS, war andlove- His (“L'Ennui,” 1998) andthe criminal criminds" (1998), two young crimi- gest stars. He has done about 20 In Japan, an actor can only make 
setintigwordof ие Itt fim, "Selon Маййе Ой) mina "Robeno Suco, 2001) вий met a peered оре "Gotes movies in a span of 10 years,” one moYie t yearifitis a big prode” 
tuals, Ж сш is a family chronicle set against їс Dominik Moll has made only two d'eau sur pierres brilantes (1999) was Manny disclosed. tion. For small budget films, an actor 
Eigene К ётсе шй С эе of the clt struggle. ^ movies:"Intimite" (1993) was оп а film on alienation. And “Sous le П was in 1986 when Matsui can finish two. > 
isl qe аы гл... Y раса мы ta Та  women'sviewsonsex,while"Harry" Sable” (2001) isabouta woman (char- signed a contract with Golden Har- , TetSuya hopes he can share his 
абама Вошуов began Ша ес. Viedemons" (1990 (sedens (2000) was а psychological drama late Rampling) who finds й про vest Films to wodt wita Samo Hang тасаг тее: Pilipino andience 
моа асос 1902 ане ane ily the day after a suicide. “La masquerading as a detective film. ible to тошт for her husband, after King Poh under Bono Productions, While he maintains his movie career 
ing” film, "Nord about his oppres- Sentinel’ (1992) questionedFrance¢ Mantel Poirier makes films about _ he disappears from a beach, Amovietitled “Choy Kai Fok Shin” іп Japan. 
sive childhood His fascination with identity within Europe "Commentje “ordinary peopl outfomanextnc „ With creative young talents ike (titled in Japan as “Ten Lucky Алисса esas of Gat 
brutal realism continued with me suis disputé” (1996) dissected his dinary perspecve-In 1997,his"West- these, the new French cinema isin Stars") marked his debut as an ас Yamashita is being planned, to be 
N'oublie pas que tu vas mourir" ожте, And “Esther Kahn” (2000) is ет" romped off with the judges’ nod good hands, indeed! tion star. megged by Chito Койо. According 
‘In 1987 he was paired with ‘Manny, Tetsuya is being consid- 
ichelle Yeoh in “Chong Fa Ching  "redforamajorrole. 
Si (Chinese Warriors)”. When the 
movie was shown in Japan, Holly- 
‘wood moguls took interest in Michele 
and cast er in the James Bond movie, 
"Tomorrow Never Dies.” 
Upon the request of Toei Films, 
Tetsuya returned to Japan to make a 
movie titled “Shinjuku Love Story,” 
with lead star Toru Nakamura, After 
а special participation in Bee Bo 
High School, he produced, starred 
and directed “Blood Two Eagle” fol- 
lowed by “Juvenile” and “Otoko 
Tachi No Yuugi.” 
Interpreter 
Has Tetsui seen much of our 
country? Has he watched any of our 
local movies? 
With the aid ofa female interpreter 
he revealed: 
He is a frequent visitor to the 
country and among the places he has 
enjoyed going to are Matabungkay, MATSUI. Starred with Michelle 
Tagaytay and Bacolod City. Yeoh In 1987, 


La Femme Bridget in 
‘Kiss of the Dragon’ 


VERSATILE actress Bridget Fonda iso look м things too closely. She has 
pairs up with паліш arts superstar Jet ths sirange sort of distance." 
Eiin йе upcoming action-thriler "Kiss According to decor Chris Nahon, he 
of the Dragon.” challenge was making "Kiss of the 
Top-seeret mission Dragon boih nn veion mnd dramti pieco. 
inthe Ша Renda plays Josten, an "WE wanted a real story and relationship 
American woman forced mo prosiw. between Jot and Bridges characters 
tion in Paris. There she meos Li Лап Jet Li's thespic and mantil abilities 
Р Тет а аа а impressed Bridget Fonda, "Jet Lis po- 
toFrance on a topsecret mission, When = in motions” she exclaims, “And this 
Liu becomes app ina vastand deadly Пот somebody who grew up on Bruce 
Sonspiracy, he turns о her for help. As Lee, 30 I nve an appreciation for kick- 
Sessien шы Liu goup against ncunning ig butt." Fonda aiso appreciated Li's 
esi my fepéiy Kane) many contradictions, "Jet Li's combi- 
Liu makes a promise W Jestathatcoukd Mation of shy and strong, wes and dun- 
compromise his career, even his life 048, quiet and outspoker 
n e суап НАЦЕ, Aséllavowed m fan who loves all 
film. To help bring the story, characters movie genres, Fonda has purposely cho- 
and relationships to Ме, Li tumed uo Sen rolos in a wide variety of films, rang- 
же af the world's most aeclaimedand р from comedy, burd druma nd eon, 
> onary filmmakers, Luc Besson ("The ерш 
Bulak at Terramycin na lang ang kulang. Fifth Element"). Besson recognizing the She made her debut in Franc 
potentials of газ, cameaboardas — Roddam's segment of “Aria,” a 1988 
2 producer, film composed of short works directed 
For the roke of Jessien, he approached by ten Пота, She earned critical 
Bridget Fonda who, coincidentally, ма acclaim and a Golden Globe nomination 
иште in the American version of аз Best Supporting Actress for Scan- 
Besson's"La Femme Nikin” "Poimof dal,” the story of the Profumo nffalr 
No Ret hich rocked the ruling party of Great 
Fonda jumped atthe chanceto work Britain in the 1960's 
with Besos despietheasjetünfn- She was also seen in other ms Jike 
ished script and the clok of secrecythat "Doo Hollywood.” "Single Waite Fe- 
Besson had enveloped around the male "A Simple Plan” “Point of No 
project "am relly а great admirer of ла "It Could Happen to You." 
DS films end especially his female 
characters," says Fonda. "When 1 met 
Bim. he was very secretive about every- 
thing, and gave me only a couple of 
scrips to read, The next thing I know, 
фе effered te рап to me, took i on 
faith” 
Funny and complex 
Fonda says her wust in Besson paid 
Para kumpleto ang paghilom ng sugat, mag-Oxytetracycline HCL + Polymyxin B Sulfate Terramycin. off when shelly did read i 
terasiing in Pars to begin ing. 
Subok na s s ibok pa sa pagpapagaling ng sugat. At ngayong may libreng pabulak pa. first aid ay mas kumpleto па. oos my character, Jessica, was te- 
ally interesting funny, sad and com- 
Plex at the same time. She's a sweet but 
Rispiided person who тешу does tse 
| Beyond thie feet in front of her at any 
7 Anica Е given moment, and she's pretty much 
ists bereft of hope. Her life has tuned intoa FONDA. Complete trust in 
nighmare, and the way she dais witht director Besson. 
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HEART ATTACK 


ANI It's time for Julia Roberts, Billy Crystal, John Cusack and Catherine Zeta-Jones to sit together 
to discuss the junket for the movie about a junket 


E 
Eja 
EX 


ROBERTS. Her latest starrer depicts 
entertainment reporters as narcissistic toadies. 


*America's 
Sweethearts’ 
stars talk 
about ‘unholy 
alliance’ 


"Bv Douctas J. КОМЕ 


EW YORK—The junketfor the 
movie about a junket is in full 
swing,anda good dozenstaffers 

for Columbia Pictures’ publicity machine 

are wearing headsets so they can com- 
municate with each other and a central 
control desk. 

Five minutes 

Like air tate conzolles, they're making sure none. 
of the 50-plus interviewers from around the country 
rash into each other and that each gets their five mi 
Чез with the four stars of "America's Sweetheart: 

"And like the nation's busiest airports, they re ли 
ning behind schedule (more than an hour). 

Fhe usual buffet has been lid out, ravaged and 
replenished a few times. Wha 
‘while in a holding pater, exe 
this is on-duty.) 

“America’s Sweetheart depicts enteñainment 
reporters as unctuous, parasitic, narcissistic tones. 
"The junketeers in the movie make the blubbery, bab- 
bling Jiminy Glick look ike Peter Jennings. (After the 
screening, one real-life junketesr, sounding more hurt 
than angry, wondered aloud to a colleague, “Is that 
what they think of us?") 

Junket 

Eventually, t's ime for Julia Roberts, Billy Crys- 
tal, John Cusack and Catherine Zeta-Jones o sit 10- 
gether and discuss the junket for the movie about a 
Таке бо the better part of an hour. 

"Are you serious?” Zeta-Jones wonders. 

"Is way too long,” Crystal eracks, 

Almost all of the interviews оп this day have been 
with broadcast joumalists- and barely five minutes 
Jong, 


“Volume, к, 
ning shepherding of the TV types in and out of the 
studios set up in a Manhattan hotel 

"We peak at three (minutes)," Roberts jokes. 

“You only have concentration for the first four,” 
Zeta-Jones says. 

‘And by the time the interview gets edited down, 
Cusack says, “it'll probably be eight seconds of you 
saying something." 

Still, Crystal says: "You do the best you can be- 
cause this is our chance to help get the word ош.” 

Certainly, interviews with reporters are a key com- 
ponent to any studio's publicity push (particularly 
now that Sony Pictures, Columbia's parent company, 
has been busted for making up a critic and casting 
employees in man-in-the-street testimonial commer- 
cials). 

And Zeta-Jones points out that famous people can 
work the press just as the press works them. 

“t's an unholy alliance,” Cusack says with mock 
gravity, adding: “The PR budgets for the films are 
sometimes half of ће budget (to make) the film itself." 

Shallow 

‘The quartet concedes that the brevity of the TV 
interviews means they're inevitably shallow, So do 
they prefer in-depth interviews? 

"Depends on the questions," Crystal says. 

“And on the intention,” Zeta-Jones chimes in. 

Cusack says his own experience is that writers 
approach a story with an angle "and ай they do is they 
fish for things” to support it. "So you don't really 
matter." 

“That's what I think. Everybody has their thesis 
‘when they walk in,” Roberts agrees. 

She recalls the one time she let a writer into her 
home. He saw a carved quotation in the mantle of her 
New York apartment. Inspired by an uncle, she had 
found a passage from a poem she liked but “it didn't all 
fit on my mantle and I was forced to do that which is 
sacrilegious, which is edit one of my favorite writers.” 
(She wouldn’t say who.) (To be concluded) 
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Social responsibility and the stars 


By Nestor U. TORRE 


cent examples: 


В чат forberg SOME Stars 
Mz stars are generally per unerossing” shot in "Basi Instinct." but 


for protecting the environment. greater harm. 

Chinese martial-arts star Jet Li isan- Ford's courageous act proves that 
other luminary who is dynamically aware heroism isn't justa game of pretend with 
of his social responsibility: his new — im, and that he's ready to stake his per- 
starrer, "Kiss of the Dragon,” is quite sonal safety in helping others. 
violent, so he has mounted а personal Не could easily have hired a pilot 
campaign to urge parents to keep their and a rescue team to do the work for 
younger and more impressionable chil- him, but Ford wanted to show that it 
dren from being exposed to its seenes of was he who cared, not his ample finan- 
mage. cial resources. 

Not that Jet Li isn't proud ofhisnew You can bet that, when Ford's next 
starrer—he just wants И to be viewed = heroic starrer is shown, more film fans 
only by adults, who can “take” its vio- will patronize it, as their simple way of 
lentscenes. Very few stars will responsi- saying thanks оа star who's proven that 
bly act to limit access to their movies, as — his heroism is not just for the silver 
Li has done so he gets two thumbs up for — screen, but also for the more dangerous 
his wise and generous move. and "no-take-two" arena of real life. 

Helicopter Characteristically, right after he ef- 

Finally, screen hero Harrison Ford fected the boy's heroic rescue, Ford 
recently becamealifesaverinrealifewhen steered clear of the press and refused to 
b he responded to а call for help from the comment on what had just transpired. 
family of а young boy lost in a forest. He was right to do so, of course. After 

etter place караа нема изо осна Адн 
to catch sight ofthe boy and rescued him tions speak much more eloquently ihan 
before the harsh elements could do him words! 


20 years of ‘serious’ comedy with Tessie Tomas 


By MONA GONZALEZ 


ceived 10 be necessarily ego she is definitely not the sleazy c 
А she is definitely not the sleazy sceentat have used 
ical people who use their that some people painted her tobe afier А 
‘ego and temperament to generate ехсйе- that “revealing” act. In fact she spends their 
‘ment and charisma in the roles they play. much of her несат 
Stars have to think primary offen гизе awareness and fonds for environ- А 
Siess to believe in he dyanm of menial proccionferaoactormia CElEDFity to 
their appeal, otherwise their movies tons involved in that all-imporiamtcam- ~ 
won't scintillate. paign 1o save the wonders of the world iDSpire 
Lionized for future generations to enjoy and savor. 
Well, that's troe—but only up to a frankness other 
point, We all know stars who have en- А! а recent fundraising ball, Stone 
taped in “self-love” so completely that declared with her characteristic frankness, 
Ere noe den амталсан) People and 
thelr co-workers even as they continue got your attention. Now, | want you io 
to be Бошой by ther fans, who don't turn that attention to the much moe Пер make 
know any better, meaningful task of saving ош environ- 
Gn te odes hand, there ae some mor Tattamennorimenane the Worlda 
stars who don’t stop at believing in and  suethan whether or not have my knick- 
projecting their best assets, and Have erson, don't you МАТ y 
оле оп io using their celebrity toim- lt goes without saying that her listen- 
FORD. Ready to stake his personal safety in Spire other people, and to help make he ers responded by giving hera resounding tolivei 
helping others. World better place to live in. Somere- ovation—and hefty donatiostothekitty CO live in 


Bone of contention 
Tessie recalls that the ending became 
IE YOU want a palatable run-down — a bone of contention between herself and And after 20 years in the busin 


ту hair and clothes," she adds, laugh- “That was an eye-opener." Tessie says. 
"t showed Erap still had sympathiz 
ers, so we veered to other things lke the 
of our current history, look at the the director. “He feltthe ending was too how has Filipino comedy evolved? ^] senate and now, political paries." 
many characters Tessie Tomas, host. strong, and could arouse sympathy for lke to think my brand of comedy gave And what can she say about Filipino 
of “Feel at Home” and the irrepressible Imelda. The lines were painful—you Pinoys more choices, more than slap- humor? “We laugh at our foibles, at our 
‘Sen, Barbara Tengco of “Eto Na Ang laugh, but you cry, oo. linsisted on the Stick. It makes them think,” Tessie ob- misfortunes. But you also need to em- 
Susunod па Kabanata” has played for ending that I wrot serves. power yourself, to say. know I can do 
the past 20 years. In this scene, Meldita wore an alu- Tessi’s first show was “Champoy” something to improve myself. Not to 
Bold star minum-foil gown resembling across be. directed by Peque Gallaga. “The show just laugh, but also be accountable. 
‘Amanda Pineda, hor first role, was tween bong Adama and a Sagala. АП Tevolutionized comedy," she says. "Ме Thats why I put an urgent message in 
ws шу Он Бег Пои Puedes thewhile she delivered her monologue, Were up against Todas" which always my comedy. If I went dramatic it would 
popular weatherman at the time. Then Marcos sat beside her. sleeping. ea ag el at ny IS MOL T ey, ome 
сате bold star Bonnie Buendia. “Iwas по Brocka, who was stil alivethen, Own hard-core audience. Lesben 
сате Бо Mur Bone D et boms to her, "You kept me laughing ten __Atthetime she strugledagzinstthe ^ In the future, she says she'd ike to 
(bold) stars. I think this was one of the you made mecry.” "Theywereuneasy" existing stereotype that a comedienne do male characters, without changing 
best scripts I ever wrote It was so real Tessie recalls of the audience. "The -! shouldbe play, bungi, pangit, mataba. | into male costumes. She's thinking of 
and painful that the audience was forced Clear their throats, feeluncomfortabi, пез 1 was funny, but I packaged my- doing Erap and Alfredo Lim, among oth- 
атори вале пијете lad She ер п shor but intense, and ended If as a glamorous comedian. I chose ers, At home, she sometimes mimics her 
ien B the program with а “happy? reprise, Y Slothes carefully, and put somesub- husband, marine biologist and consult- 
Other oles: Loida Dimagiba. asquat- Looking back, Tessie says, "always "еіп my humor.” ant Roger Pullin, who on the side, sings 
v er roles: Loida Dimagiba asqui M en Imelda would wachay _ When "Champoy” went off the air, at Hobbit House. 
lition of squatters" homes, so this char- Show. Others whom I'd spoofed Tessie tumed down TV offers for many Flops 
acter would walk around the shanty and Watched and were flattered, like Kris Years, limiting herself to stand-upcom- Looking back, Tessie says she has 
Rot sleep because anytime. she couldbe Aquino, Loren Legarda and Miriam De- "dy. `1 didn't like slapstick, ГО com- ad her share of flops. T ve had my 
demolished. She was so angry.” fensor Santiago.” pare other sitcoms to "Сћатроу- twas Веце Midler experiences. I performed 
"The character became socha hitthat Actually, she played Meldita both Only when'Abangan..'cameupihatl ip a bath house. without knowing i 
it evolved imo a play in the "80s апа Ways. Asa comedienne,andinaserious decided to go back to television com- Гуе also played in raunchy theaters with 
again, made the audience lauph—and Tole in the telemovie, “A Dangerous Life” 68у drunken men toying with my props, and 
think. "They got the message,” Tessie Which starred Gary Busey. “It’s harder There had been forays into other hecklers. I"ve been to cheapos where the 
real todo rama,” she says. "Actually, was things- She hosted а legal show for 2 crowd was mot listening. and really 
Carmeling Lawiswis was the ever- appreciated more іп that role by non- While, and did some чий in tester. She slugged it out. 1 don't know how I sur- 
pregnant wife of a construction worker, Pinoys, who didn’t know I was a come- ined а masa cro thher TV show, ved, but guess you just have to! 
‘And Doña Pepay was the 80-year-old dian. Here, they couldn't take me seri. “Teysing Tahanan | how to handle all sorts of peopl 
mother of former President Mareos. But ously.” Elitist - о 
the role that brought her the most fame 5 “Even now. ме Гета» е, ^ lade A. she says she really feels 
was Meld These days, irs Senadora Barbara they remember me as Teysi. Вейн лу for s medians, because there 
“We started the script showing а Tengeo inher current show, "Kabanata. Shows were mainly viewed by Май is ase. — le to the business. "By 
young Imelda from Tacloban, then did Tengco, she says is а spoof of the po- executives and students. I was an "ен. and large. -comedians like Woody 
her shoes, travelling and the like. Itwas litical career of Sen. Loi Estrada. "We iSt comedienne.” Allen and «nhy are dead serious off- 
so funny. Then we ended it with an air- brainstormed before we arrived at the With her current show, “Kabanata” stage. But then s an upside, too. What 1 
plane monologue, when Imelda is role" she says. "Then we followed Loi's Tessie was suprised when the surveys like best about ths job is making people 


brought to Hawaii by force.” carcer path. The audience said they liked Showed the masa didn't like Erap jokes.  laugh—and ветар paid for it!" TOMAS. Struggling against stereotypes. 
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Rustom Padilla bounces back 


By EDMUND L. 
SICAM 


RUSTOM Padilla, who's 
been having all kinds of per- 
sonal problems including а 
marital break-up and finan- 
cial headaches (at one point, 
he was оп the brink of los- 
ing his house), is bouncing 
tack. Yesterday, he Пежо 
Singapore to complete work 
опа weekly evening show, 
“Paradise.” Ба started air- 
ing four weeks ago. 

Drama series 

The drama seriesis part 
of his two-year contract 
(staing May 2001) with 
Singapore Press Holdings 
Media Works, which is one 
oftwoTV networks in that 
island-state. The company 
also owns The Singapore 
Strains Times, the leading 
Paper in the Country. An- 
other Filipinoaciorhasalso Yee- 
been signed to two-year contract - Romnick Sarmenta, 
The two play major roles in “Paradise,” а “Baywatch” 
type of action-drama show which sars Singaporeans Nadja 
Hutagalong, a former videojock of MTV, and Michelle 
and Lum May Yee, both models. 

he first eight episodes were shot at a beach resort 
in Calatagan, Batangas, The first few were directed by a 
Filipino, Raul Ona after which Jeffrey Jeturian took 
over. Jeturian is also flying to Singapore to direct most 
ofthe remaining episodes in the 13-week season. 

Rustom was impressed at the amount of me the TV 
producers gave to the filming of the show. Each episode, 
containing 45 sequences, ook a week to complete and 
was shot with 16 mm cameras. This was probably re- 
freshingly new to Jeturian who could have shot almost an 
entire movie with the time he devoted о each episode, 

Local projects 

Since he signed up for two years, does this mean 
he's going to drop local projects completely? Not nec- 
essary, Rustom says. His producers have allowed 
him to shuttle back and forth in case there are projects 
їп Manila, However, he will initially only be able to 
guest in TV shows since long-running projects will 
Солі with his Singapore job. 

Initially, he was being offered а flat to stay in but 
his manager Nestor Cuartero told him he would still 
have to pay for his daily needs like light, water, food, 
ete. He advised him to stay in a hotel instead, where 
his expenses were covered. 

“Paradise” will be in English although Romnick will 
have snatches of Tagalog dialogue since he and Rustom 
are playing Filipinos in the seres. Romnick is the good 
guy and though Rustom is not necessarily the villain in 
the show, he plays a shady character. 

‘The show is precedent-eting in that it is the first 
home-grown drama show that will arin Singapore. Until 
recently, stations would import their shows from the US 
and other foreign countries. Rustom told us that the gov- 
emment is encouraging citizens to leam to speak English 
snd producing English shows is one way to doit, 


Rustom believesthat his 
getting into the show was 
an act of God. He attended 
a wedding in Davao several 
months ago where the only 
people he knew were the 
bride and groom. During his 
stay in Davao, he got to 
know many ofthe couple's, 
friends. One of them, Bong 
Agustin, tumed out to be a. 
local representative of the 
Singapore TV network. 

“Agustin informed him 
that there was a show in 
the works and asked 
Rustom if he was inter- 
ested. This led several 
‘months later toan audition, 
which impressed the 
Singapore producers. So 
impressed were they that 
they signed Rustom to a 
two-year contract, а rare 
development since most 
talents in Singapore are ust 
ally given short-term deals. 

Billboard ad 

Aside from “Paradise,” there's also talk about 
Rustom coming out in a billboard ad for a mall, and 
doing modeling jobs. 

‘When he spoke to several entertainment writers a few 
days ago, Rustom looked really good and was all smiles, 
He looked like he didn't have a care in the world 

"Things were different several years ago. Rustom suf- 
{ered one setback afier another, He split up with Carmina 
Villarroel and their break-up dominated many tabloids. 
According to him, the two had agreed to split the monthly 
‘amonization on their house. What happened was that in 
the division of property, Rustom got the house, which 
meant he had to pay the balance of the loan all by himself. 

‘There wasn't enough money coming in. He was 
struggling and didn't have the energy to overcome his 
insecurities. He was in denial about the split-up and 
what was worse, he saw no light a the end of the tunnel 

AL one point, the bank sent word that it would 
foreclose on the house since he was way behind in his 
payments, Just as he was about to give up, his brother 
Robin came to the rescue. 

At atime when the action star had just been released 
from jail and had his own problems to deal with, he told 
Rustom that he had just signed up with Star Cinema and 
was getting a down payment ofa million pesos. He lent 
Rustom P900,000 so he could keep the house. 

That act of kindness touched Rustom and convinced 
im that when all the chips are down, it's still one's 
family that one can turn to for help. 

Last May, Rustam made the final payment on his 
house. He says he is totally healed and has become. 
closer to God afier the ordeal. He has gained back his 
‘confidence and is more optimistic about the future, Не 
feels stronger, rendy to meet whatever obstacles may 
come his way again. As faras his ove life is concerned, 
he is seeing a non-show biz personality living in 
Alabang.. He admis that he's sil cautious about rela- 
tionships so both of them are just enjoying ench other's 
company, with no immediate plans of setting down, 
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Of phantom stations, Johnny Mathis, male rape and the OCWs 


By Riro P. ASILO 


YOU lean forward, tum the raddio dial counler-clockwise 
tothe fet en of your EM band, then you seach 
in. Once you get а clear signal, you pray that it stays 
бе. thas bet ike this for wo ours, DWIZ 882 
seems to be playing cat-and-mouse with its listeners- 
Surprises 

Опа lazy Saturday morning when the atmosphere 
wears thin, this phantom station on the extreme left of 
your radio dial can offer surprises. "Musical Souve- 
nirs" is a litany of songs of yesteryears, ditties you 
seldom hear on the FM band. 

After the station ID, the familiar piano strains of 
traditional pop-balladeer Johnny Mathis” “Chances 
Are" permeate the airwaves. Once again, you are trans- 
ported back to memories of lazy Sunday afternoons, 
gende ate-summer rains, Ше swaying of comfortable 
Focking chair in the veranda, and the old turntable spin- 
ning your grandfather's vinyl. In fact, this is how 
Mathis would ike his songs remembered. 

Johnny Mathis is one of the last and most popular 
ina long in of traditional male vocalists who emerged 
before the rock-dominated 1960s. Unsurprisingly, given 
his emphasis on sustained notes and heavy vibrato, 
Mathis studied with an opera coach prior to his teenage 
years and was almost lared into classical performance 
Ín the Inte "50s, he was Frank Sinatra's main rival as the 
most popular traditional male vocalist. 

Athlete 
p- What is little known about Johnny is that he was an 
Jssceplional high school athlete in San Francisco, bu was 
Feyooed away from a college rack scholarsip and a po- 
lil spot on the Olympic sgue by the chance to sing. 

"While he may have stacked up a serk» of hits, i's 
Finteresting to note that Johnny: only has (vo number 
one hits, "Chances Are”, culled from his 1957 "Won- 

erful, Wonderful album, was his Пих and only solo 
umber one hit, It took 21 years before he found his 
бесот. and last—No. single, his duet with Deniece 
Williams, 1978's "Too Much, Too Little, Too Late.” 

‘Aller two more introspective songs, we were shame- 
евзїу interrupted by the station’s all-Tagalog “DWIZ. 
"Bala". You would think that you had accidentally. 
fpushed your AM band button. Then the station 1D 
eminded you that you were sil in "Ocho, ocho. dos.” 
TE This was à signal to get something to drink, but 
pon our return, we were left with a fair amount of 
static and garbled interference from some galaxies. And 
же were back wrestling with our dial 

Signal problems 

DWIZ has some signal problems. Catching it poses 
a problem, especially when all you want to do is listen 
1o some good radio. But then again, we can always 
Switch to AM. 

We were pleasantly surprised by 558 RMN, also 
‘on the extreme left ofthe dial, but this time on the AM 
band. A friend once suggested that a number of AM 
station programmers deserve to be soaked in а “уш of 
rine" fo squeeze “flavor” from them. "Pinoy Online. 

Bantay OCW" (weekdays, I2 noon-2p.m. Saturdays, 
7-10 pam.) is an exception 

Anchored by Susan K and Cesar Padilla, this pub- 
lic service program offers a lot of insights imo the 
plight of our Overseas Contract Workers (OCWs) and 
the travails of being à third-rate citizen in some harsh 
foreign land. This episode is particularly interesting 
Susan K describes Pinoys as "objects of desire" in 
foreign lands because they have "fair, smooth skin; 
Jean build; subservient nature, and no chest hairs 
Say that again? "Yes," she enthuses, "no chest hairs" 
She is talking about cur male species! At least ме сап 
Still be depended on to inject some sense of humor into 
Otherwise tragic circumstances! 

"Apparently there has been an alarming upsurge of 
male rape cases abroad. Consider the following on-go- 
ing cases: a Nepalese hed his way with a Pangasinense, 
who allegedly owed him money. Since the Pinoy 
couldn't pay him in cash, the Nepalese national opted 
to get paid back in kind resulting to his getting stabbed 
afier тар" the Pinoy. who now needs "blood money” 
for his release. MMDA chairman Ben Abalos 
jumpstaned the fundraising drive by donating P50,000. 

‘Another ease was that of a Pinoy consuction worker. 
raped by his Egyptian employer. The former is now in 


Noel Cabangon’s 
musical journeys 


HE is a wayfarer, treading the dusty roads of our lives, 
singing the songs of our ronds. 

Noel Cabangon's journey began in a high school 
church choir, where he discovered his penchant for 
music. In his college days, he would hone that talent 
further as a folk singer, making the rounds of the dif- 
ferent folk houses in the city. With Rom Dongeto, he 
formed the seminal group Buklod, which produced 
songs that are legendary to this day. 

Quiet triumphs 

Noel's songs are the songs of his joumeys, and ours, 
аз well, He sings of the roads of our everyday, filled 
"With the noise of work and suffering, and the quie ti 
umphs of friendship and hope. He sings songs for every 
Sage of the journey, songs that speak to audiences of 
book launchings and political discussions. to crowds of 
‘weddings and baptisms, to the people of the street. 

"The songs of his journeys are now collected in an 
album produced by the Jesuit Music Ministry, en- 
titled "Pasakilye." The word refers to the introduc- 
tion of a song, but it also connotes a direction, a going- 
to-the-road, a beginning of a joumey, the journey that 
Noel has been making ай his ife. 

‘Tribute 

Most recently, his journey has taken him to the 
august halls of the University of the Philippines The- 
ег, when he joined “Pananagutan: A Lifetime of Mu- 
sicand Love,” a tribute tothe Jesuit composer Fr. Eddie 
Hontiveros. With the Manila Philharmonic Orchestra, 
‘Gerard Salonga, Carol Banawa and a hundred-voice choir, 
Noel brought the audience о its feet in praise and grati- 
tude, 

Noel now takes his journey further—to the 
mountaintops and through the airwaves—vwith his lat- 
est endeavor: a music video of the song "Let Your 
Spirit," from the album "Something More: Songs for 
‘Skepties." The song, with lyrics by Fr. Johnny Go, SJ 
nnd music by Bro. Eddie Dass, 5], brings Noel to 
Sagada as he searches for that which we truly seek. 
Directed by Lawrence Cordero and produced by Je- 
suit Communications, “Let Your Spiri" was launched 
at Bistro 70 on July 25, 2001. 

Free admission 
meys to bring his songs to more and more 
people. Noe!'s road takes him to SM Sucat on July 28, SM. 
Manila on July 29and SM Fairview on Aug. 3. People can 
hear Noel sing the songs of our ronds beginning p.m. free 
admission. 

‘With all these landmark achievements on his joumey, 
‘whats ей for Noel? He joumeys on singing the songs of 
the everyday, the songs of the journeys of our ives. 

“Pasakalye” features all-original music by Noel 

abangon, "Let Your Spirit” is part of the album 
“Something Моге: Songs for Skeptics," which features 
Cabangon, Ariel Rivera, Jose Mari Chan and Lea 
Salonga. "Pasakalye" and "Something More” are both 
produced by the Jesuit Music Ministry and the Jesuit 
Communications Poundation and are distributed na- 
tionwide by BMG Records Pilipinas. 


Noel also; 


prison for killing his “rapist”. Also mentioned were 
Actual cases of male nurses in Saudi Arabia who dabble 
in the flesh rode on the side, and of male engineers 
posing as "willing victims” for their Arab employers in 
Exchange for security of tenure and, sometimes, easy 
cash. 

Employer 

“Then there was the case of Mary Jane Ramos, who 
killed ber employer, when the ater forced himself on er 
Though his relatives had given their "forgiveness", Ramos 
has yet to pay them their “blood money" worth P2.1 
million fr her release. Where would a housekeeper get this 
sum of money? 

"The incidence of abuse among Asians has been es- 
calating, and our embassies are helpless in controlling 
these cases. In fact, the Indonesian government has 
stopped deploying their people in Saudi Arabia. There. 
are about 370,000 Indonesians in the gulf state, as 
compared to more than 600,000 Filipinos. 

"The ште of the greenback has been unrelenting, and 
‘everyone seems to be jumping ship. With the present 
State ofthe economy, сап we Blame them? 

"The program also offers а free-call service called 

Jgnayang Pandaigdig,” where people can engage in 
call conferencing, and on-air “kamustahan,” or air their 
pleas for help. 


nA puis 
— 


Market vendor 

Consider these: a market vendor calling on behalf ofa. 
sisterin Dhaman who is suffering from breast cancer (the 
Sister desperately wants to go home, but doesn't have 
money for the plane fare); a physical therapist and a 
masseur inquiring about job openings abroad (allegedly, 
Norway. Ireland and the UK have just announced open- 
ings in both fields) a limousine driver of six years in Saudi 
Arabia also expressed his wish, through his wife, to go 
home, but is heavily in debt. (He earns solely by percent- 
‘age per limo rental, and thus, has not been paid for months. 
Ina place where there are 50,000 taxis, who would hire a 
limo? His dilemma was, his contract had already expired, 
making his say illegal, but his employer, to whom he 
wed money, would not release him.) 

“Bantay OCW” turns out to be a study of con- 
аз. Filipinos seeking greener pastures deluge the 
program, dreaming of bigger paychecks and bette lives. 
But the program is, at the same time, flooded with 
cries for heip. In fact, 70 percent of calls cater to OCWs, 
‘who desperately want а free ride home. 

I's bizare to listen to cries of desperation, with Gary 
Valenciano's “Babalik Ka Rin” humming at the back of 
your ming, ikea musical background from a bleak Broth- 
ers Grimm fairytale. The DFA and OWWA should make 
this program required listening for aspiring ОСУУ. 
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MATHIS. 
Emphasis on 
sustained 
notes and 
heavy vibrato. 
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ая ая ме pay tribute:fo-the women who 
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‘Jurassic Park П begins post-Spielberg age of dinosaurs 


By DAVID GERMAIN 


UNIVERSAL CITY, Califomia—From 
a Hollywood perspective, the footprints 
Joe Johnston trod in were somewhat 
Targer than those left by atyrannosauras. 
Franchise 

With “Jurassic Park Ш," the direc- 
tor had the task of following Steven 
Spielberg on a franchise whose first 
two films grossed $1.5 billion world- 
wide. 

Perhaps the only equivalents would 
be if another filmmaker took over "Star 
Wars" from George Lucas or stepped in 
for Spielberg on an “Indiana Jones” flick. 

While Spielberg's “Jaws” spawned 
three sequels from other directors those 
came when Spielberg was stil establish- 
ing himself as blockbuster king and be- 
fore the prestige of his two bestdirec- 
tor Oscars. 

Johnston, $1, who worked as visual- 
effects art director on the first two "In- 
diana Jones" movies and oversaw the 
aerial sequences in Spielberg's "Al- 
ways,” was undaunted aboot traveling 
in his former boss? wake. 

“If Thad ever stopped to think about 
it, I probably would have been,” 
Johnston said in an interview at Univer- 
sal Studios, which made the “Jurassic 


Park” movies. 
Alternative 

“But what was my alternative? The 
only alternative I had was not to do it. 
Once Steven said, "Do you want to? 
the idea of not doing it never crossed my 
mind. Because for one thing, felt pretty 
‘lattered by the offer.” 

At the premiere of “Jurassic Park” 
in 1993, Johnston—whos 
credits include “Sumanji, 

Sky” and "Honey, I Shrunk the Ki 
had told Spielberg he'd be interested in. 
directing a sequel. 

Spielberg wound up doing the first 
sequel, “The Lost World: Jurassic 
Park,” which opened over Memorial 
Day weekend in 1997 with a record 
$902 million debut. 

Tn 1999, Spielberg came calling for 
Johnston. Between "АЛ. Artificial In- 
telligence” and “Minority Report," due 
out next year, Spielberg did not have time 
to direct another “Jurassic Park” film. 

“Не said, "I have too many kids now, 
and Ican't doit” And he told me, 
sides, those movies are too hard," 
Johnston stid. “OF course, he went off 
and did "A.L', which didn't look like a 
walk in the park, either" 

Spielberg was executive producer on 
“Jurassic Park I,” while longtime asso- 
ciate Kathleen Kennedy was a produces. 


SWITCHING CHANNELS 
Popsis featured star on GMA’s ‘Larawan’ 


By EDMUND L. SICAM 


POPS Fernandez will soon be seen оп 
GMA, but that doesn’t mean that she is 
leaving ABS-CBN, the station that she 
is most identified with. Pops managed 
to get permission from her home net- 
‘work to allow her to become the fen- 
tured star on “Larawan” for the month 
of August. The first episode will be 
shown on Aug. 1, after the sitcom, "Beh, 
Bote Nga”. 

"ABS was nice enough to allow me to 
do this project,” Pops says. She further 
reveals that she actually does not have a 
contract with ABS-CBN at present." 

Different stories 

Pops shares that she was very ex- 
cited to do this project, "It’s because 1 
got to do different stories. It's still a 
learning process for me when it comes. 
to acting. So 1 liked the fact that 1 
‘worked with different directors and ac- 
{ors and а different scenario each week. 
‘That was very challenging. 

‘They have already shot four epi- 
sodes. The first, which is Pops’ favor- 
ite, features her good friends Bing 
Loyzaga and Princess Punzalan, along 
‘with Jaya. “Its about four women who 
grew up together, who have different 
problems, and yet they are smart and 
brave enough to sort them out," “While 
ме were shooting the episode, we were 
Just laughing the whole time" 

Newcomer 

‘The second episode has her acting 
opposite newcomer Carlo Muñoz. Eye- 
brows might be raised at this episode be- 
cause of the paralielisms to some issues 
in Pops’ real life right now. The moming 
of the press con, an article came out in 
another newspaper insinuating that there 
was something going on between Pops 
and a much-younger actor Piolo Pascual. 

Pops explains where the idea for this 
‘episode's story came from. “The truth 


4 
FERNANDEZ. “I can't see the 
same people all the time." 


is, 1 go ош with guys younger than me. 
Why? Maybe it's because times have 
changed. 1 read that younger guys tend to 
go out with older women because they 
find them more secure and they know 
‘exactly what they want in life. And that's 
how that came about, Now if you want 
to connect it to what's happening right 
now, go ahead. I don't mind..." 
Nervous 

The third episode pits her against 
Albert Martinez. The very dramatic 
episode was directed by Joel Lamangan 
‘and Pops admits she was quite nervous 
tobe working with him. But she learned 
а lot from the acclaimed director. She 
says she was more at ease with lead ac- 
tor Albert Martinez. 

‘The last episode reunited Pops with 
her first love team partner, Rowell 
Santiago. This episode was directed by 
Maryo J. delos Reyes. “I was so glad 
Rowell said yes to the project because I 
know he hasn't acted for a long ime.” How 
did she react when she found out she 
would be acting with Rowell Santiago? 


The movie brings back Sam Neill as 
paleontologist Alan Grant, with Laura 
Dem returning in a small role. This time 
‘out, Grant is hired by a couple (William, 
Н. Macy and Tea Leoni) for a flyover of 
‘one of the dinosaur islands. It tums out 
they've tricked him into serving as guide 
‘on a rescue mission. 

Dealing with computer-created and 
animatronic dinosaurs turned out to be 
harder than Johnston expected. Com- 
Pounding matters, be found himself with- 
‘out a workable screenplay five weeks 
before shooting began. 


“Wala... ayon. х" she says sheepishly, 
then she breaks into laughter. "E, before 
талап, the movies that we did before were 
зо pa-cute зо now we're more mature, 
‘we've gone through so much in life. But 
he definitely still is a very good actor.” 
Hectic schedule 

Pops says that her schedule these 
days is full of work, work, work. She 
has schedules which run for 48 hours 
straight. What motivates Pops to keep 
оп working? “I tell myself... I ac- 
‘cepted this job so I just have to give it 
my best, no matter how tired I ат’ 

Pops reveals that her life now re- 
volves around her work and her chil- 
dren. "If I have a free day. which is very 
rare, [spend it with the kids.” If she has 
more free time, she goes out on a date 
“Why? Because I owe it to myself. 1 
cannot be in a cage and just see the same 
people all ће time! 

Rumors 

"The fact that she was seen watching 
the concert of “The Hunks” where Piolo 
plays a major рал, sparked the rumors 
about them. Pops is upset about the 
speculations. “I don't see anything 
wrong with watching The Hunks. First 
of all, they're my friends, especially 
Carlos, Diether and Piolo. 

Pops says that she is already used to 
reports that she was seen with such and 
such a person and that she has no prob- 
Jem with that. What upset her most about 
this latest report was that she felt it was 
an stack on her personality. She's par- 
ticularly incensed at being called a "sugar 
mommy" anda "cradle snatcher.” 

"My character and my personality, 
that nobody should touch. Because they 
don't live with me. They don't know 
me that well” She worries that her male 


that they don't think naman that when 
T talk to them, I only look at their bod- 


SPIELBERG already has an idea for a fourth "4 


Parallel stories 

The original script, involving paral- 
lel stories about the island and dinosaur 
attacks on the mainland, proved un- 
wieldy. Johnston tossed it ош and com- 
missioned a simpler screenplay, often 
getting script pages just two or three 
days before shooting. 

“It was bad for a while,” he said. 
“There were times when I actually con- 
vinced myself that the only way to sur- 
vive was to get off the show. I called my 
agent three or four times during produc- 
tion and asked, "If I had to leave the 


show, what would happen" 

Johnston was able to adapt elabo- 
rate effets and action sequences planned 
forthe original plot into the new story. 
The movie features a bigger, badder 
predator than the T-Rex of the first two 
films: а spinosaurus, a ravenous meat- 
ester with a crocodil-like snout. 

Spielberg showed up on set the first 
day Johnston shot the animatronic 
Spinosaurus, a scene where the creature 
is supposed to rip apart a plane. The 
dinosaurs fingernails broke off. 

"We're all standing there going, “Oh, 
ту God.” Johnston said. 

“Steven just walked to me and said, 
“T'm really glad I can go home now. You 
have to stay." 

Tight film 

The result of Johnston's headaches 
is a tight film that runs barely over 90 
minutes, 30 to 40 minutes shorter than 
the first two movies. 

"That may boost its box-office pros- 
pects, allowing theaters to squeeze in an 
extra screening each day. Johnston is not 
too concerned about whether the movie 
сап rival the debut of "The Lost World,” 
which opened on a prime moviegoing 
holiday weekend and had Spielberg $ 
luster as director. 

“1 would love to see this one have a 
better opening weekend than ‘Lost 


World," Johnston said. “If it doesn't 
quite make it, that's OK by me. I think 
it's going to be a lot of fun for people, 
and that’s the main thing." 

As big as Spielberg is in Hollywood, 
the “Jurassic Park” franchise may have 
‘outgrown even his rame. 

“The stars are the dinosaurs,” said 
Paul Dergarabedian of Exhibitor Rela- 
tions, a box-office tracking firm, “As long 
as they return, you can have а movie 
people will want to see, even without 
Spielberg directing.” 

Adviser 

Johnston plans tobe out of pocket when 
weekend grosses come in. He's going on a 
dig in Montana with dinosaur exper Jack 
Horner, an adviser on all three films. 

Spielberg has a story idea for a pos- 
sible fourth “Jurassic Park" movie that 
‘would move the franchise in a new di- 
rection, beyond dinosaurs on islands, 
Johnston said. 

“Тт sure somebody's going to have 
fun directing it," he said, adding that it 
would not be him. 

"What Steven said was right: These 
movies are hard. They re logistically al 
most impossible to do. 1 feel like Гуе 
done it. I'm happy with the results. І 
think people ше going to enjoy this film, 
but I'm ready to step aside and let some- 
body else do it." AP 


ALOE vera is recognized by Filipi- 
mos as а natural promoter of hair 
growth and healthy hair. However 
this wonderful plant has many more 
benefits to offer than it is tradition- 
ally known for. 

Tanja Hirschsteiner shares vari- 
‘ous amazing uses for aloe vera in her 
book "Home Remedies form A to 
Z” Aloe vera is not only good for 
the hair but for the body as a whole. 

Infections 

She states, “Recurring bacterial, 
viral or fungal infections often result 
їп colds, urinary bladder infections 
and many other ailments. Since aloe 
vera strengthens the immune system, 
itis an effective prophylactic agent 
against various infectious diseases. 

“The herb is even said to signifi 
cantly enhance the body's ability to 
fight tumor cells. Aloe vera acceler- 
"ates the regeneration of every kind 
оГ cell found in the body and helps 
repair the damage caused by envi- 
ronmental toxins and radiatio 

Hirschsteiner recommends the 
drinking of alloin-fres aloe vera juice 
‘over a period of three weeks to ad- 
dress immune deficiency and aller- 
gies. (Commercially prepared aloe 
vera juices generally remove alloin 
which has а laxative effect on the 
body. Fresh juice from cut aloe leaves 
should be taken internally.) 

For the general prevention of ill- 
ness, drinking aloe vera juice in the 
spring and fall would be helpful Since 
we don't have such seasonal changes 
here, it would be useful to boost our 
immune system during the peak flu 
seasons here asa preventive measure, 

it bas been discovered that aloe 
vera's effectiveness as an immune 
system booster is due to acemannuan, 


Aloe vera is good for the body 
as a whole 


R.Valencia 
and S. 
Bismark 


a kind of cell defense substance that the 
body maintains naturally until the teen- 
age years. After puberty, acemannuan 
needs to be taken from exiernal sources. 
such as aloe vera. 

‘Aloe vera has also been noted to as- 
sist in weating damage caused by radia- 
tion, In addition, the mucilage found in 
aloe vera leaves aids in the relief of pain, 
controls inflammation, promotes heal- 
ing of wounds and reduces scaring. 

Skin care 

Hirschsteiner also describes the won- 
erful benefits of using aloe vera as a 
skin care product. She explains. “Aloe 
vera penetrates into and affects the deep 
layers of the skin. Из active ingredients 
accelerate cell regeneration, prevent dry- 
тез, and give the skin а smoother, sofier 
appearance. Aloe vera protects the skin 
from intense sun exposure and soothes 
sunburn That's why it's used as an in- 
sgredient in many sunscreens." 

Неге are some beauty care tips from 
Hirschsteiner: 

Sunburn: After the skin has cooled 
off, keep applying aloe vera until the 
redness has subsided. Or cut off a fresh 
aloe leaf and allow the gel to drip onto 
the sunburned areas. 

‘Wounds. When applied to wounds, 
aloe vera gel (or fresh juice from a cut 
leaf) speeds up the healing process and 
reduces the risk of searring. 


Scars, Massage scars regularly 
with aloe vera gel or cream. 

Acne. Apply aloe vera gel mor- 
ings and evenings, and treat your skin. 
with a facial mask of aloe vera once 
or twice a week. 

The book's recipe for an effec- 
tive aloe vera facial mas 

"Simply apply a thick layer of 
aloe vera gel to your face and allow it 
to dry. Ifthe skin feels too tight, mix 
in some almond, jojoba, or other oil to 
serve as a base for the mask. You can 
also add aloe gelto any commercially 
available mask, or prepare your own. 

"The following recipe is fora fa- 
cial mask you can make yourself for 
апу type of skin: Prepare one table- 
spoon of aloe vera gel and two table- 
spoons of low fat yogurt. Mix the 
aloe vera gel with the yogurt and ap- 
ply the mixture to your face and 
throat, Leave on for 20 minutes, then 
rinse off with lukewarm water." 

Best results 

Is this fain! mask an expensive treat- 
ment? Definitely not. Hirschsteiner 
teaches us how to make our own gel: 

"Fresh aloe gel produces the best re- 
silts. Break off lower leaf and cutoff 
it spines. Cut the leaf down the middle 
and either place half of it directly onto 
the affected area ofthe skin, or remove 
and apply бе ge! made from inside the 
leaf, Fresh leaves can be kept in the 
refrigerator fora few days.” 

If you don't want to make your 
‘own gel, commercial preparations are 
available for external use only, 

With ай the benefits derived from 
aloe vera, it is wise to keep several 
plants in our garden. They are not dif- 
ficult to grow and they can be easily 
propagated. Why not get some today? 
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKSHELF 
Ricky Martin breaks 
down stereotypes and 

. transcends his ethnicity 


BY LEIA TORRE 
(Conclusion) 


NOW based in California, Ricky Martin first appeared 
in the sonp “Getting Ву.” He later replaced Antonio 
Sabato Jr. as resident hunk in "General Hospital," опе 
of the longest-running shows on ABC. He just became 
‘more famous than ever. 

While still in “General Hospital" Ricky released his 
third solo album, "A Medio Vivir” (Ricky loosely trans- 
Intes this to mean "half-way across the bridge of life"). 

“The songs in the album expressed a broader range 
than that on the previous two compilations, including 
cuts with pop and rock influences, in addition to the 

ind (its first single was "Uno, Dos, Tres, 

йеп became the No. 1 song just about ev 
erywhere). Later Ricky was tapped to play Marius in 
"Les Miserables,” the long-running Broadway show 
based on the book by Victor Hugo. 

Ricky made his first appearance in "Les Miz” on 
June 24, 1996, and drew a large group of supporters, 
including his beloved grandmother, who flew to New 
York in spite of her lifelong fear of airplanes. Ricky's 
Broadway efforts lasted until Sept. 8, 1996. 

Ricky was able to release another hit single, "Maria," 
while he was still in the show. After that stint, Ricky was 
chosen to dub Disney's Spanish version of "Hercules." 

He also recorded the theme song, "No Importa Га 
Distancia," which coincidentally relates to Ricky's life 
mission of going the distance to achieve his greatest 
dreams and ambition. 

Fourth album 

t was only when he released his fourth album, 
"Vuelve," that Ricky started to target Asia as a pos- 
sible market. By then, he was also embarking on a 
grand concert tour. That year, Ricky sang "La Сора 
De La Vida" during the 1998 World Cup. 

For his fifth album, his first English-language com- 
pilation, Ricky and Robi Rosa collaborated with 
Desmond Child and Emilio Estefan. When he got nomi- 
nated for a Grammy for "Vuelve," Sony Records was 
pushed to mount a kuge publicity campaign for Ricky. 

‘One way to do that was to perform in the highly 
rated awards night. On Feb. 24, he got onstage, shook 
his bonbon, and the rest is history. Puerto Ricans be- 
gan to fear that Ricky was being drawn further away 
from his Latin roots and led deeper into American 
culture, but he was quick to dispel those fears. To 
assure his hometown fans, he taped commercials aimed 
to boost tourism for Puerto Rico. He proved to be 
Joyal to his country, and bocame the best choice for 
spokesman of Puerto Rico, 

Every project Ricky has worked on is something 
that he believes in, He was driven by his desire to 


MARTIN. Going the distance. 


introduce the world to the beauty, excitement, and 
anistry of Puerto Rican culture. But that desire alone 
would not have been enough to take Ricky as far as he 
has gone. 

Romantic 

According to Ricky, there is no language like Span- 
ish. К is the language of his homeland, the first lan- 
guage he ever learned. He also confesses to being a 
romantic 

"T love bringing a rose to а gil and I love poetry,” 
he says, Ricky describes the perfect date аз “one that 
is unplanned. We could meet on the street and decide 
to have coffee. may never see the girl again, butt was 
a beautiful date.” 

One interesting detail, and perhaps the only one hint- 
ing about an existence of a love life for Ricky, reveals the 
name of his on-again, off-again girlfriend for more than 
10 years, TV personality Rebecca de Alba. 

'm Latin, and I'm also a lover,” explains Ricky. 

's funny because to some people being Latin means 
passion, blood, heat, and tragedy, and yet that's all 
‘ery Shakespearean and Shakespeare wasn't Latin. 

Equivalent 

“When it comes to being Latin, saying we are Latin 
Lovers is not as bad as saying that we are the equiva- 
lent of "West Side Story” with the gangs and the Ma- 
fin, the cocaine and stuff. So, given a choice, I guess it's 
better to be a lover than a fighter! 

"Тт very proud of my culture and 1 understand 
that stereotypes come from ignorance. The best way 
to change minds is to teach people." 

TF you came anywhere near what Ricky Martin has 
accomplished, then you could just about do anything, 
including breaking down stereotypes and transcending 
your ethnicity on the global scene—without actually 
losing! 


At the Men's Shoes Department 


Hi-cut oro 
nubuck work 
shoes with safety 
steel shoes 


DEPARTMENT STORE ptit all for you! 


| QUIAPO" MAKATI - CUBAO+ HARRISON « NORTH EDSA УТА. MESA + ORTIGAS + LAS PIÑAS + BACOOR «FAIRVIEW + MANILA + PAMPANGA ^ ILOILO" CEBU 


"Suggested Retail Price 


Е 


aera | 


mette 


Healthy Na, Mas Abot Kaya Ра!. 


PHILIPPINE РАП 


[Ds] 


NURDAY- JULY 26, 200 (| CONI 


MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM 


GRIMM, MUST: 

STOP AND ӘМ 

EVERY HYDRANT, 
WE FASS 7 


BY MIKE PETERS 


Т5 THE END О! 
MONTH AND SWART 


To 05е UPALL MG 


FREE MINUTES, 


А ЖЕ 

WAP еў 7 | 
ч 

Y 


A. LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA 


BAKIT- ANG DAMING 
BUTAS NA_NITONG 


VAND YAN... EINUTAS 


Ne DAGA? т> 
©, 


BIS MO, MALA 
AKONG KALABAN: 
Раз ME KUMURSUNADA /у 


У MAY мед UNDERCOVER 
AGENT SA LOOBP 


-Lanan N 
бадани. 


SIMO 


Puset, HMDI KA 
89 VEMM YE. LARO же 
AR AWG MWE LARC. 


WALA KAMING 
LUSOT NG@AYON! 


егет TULWEAY MO 
BE MARY MO sp MER 
SUP IM муу DID SA 


(аяз MAKRHIHIYIA KUNG. 

RUE WRURY MBE LAARO 

Wee теру Атала, 
(Ж но 


BY АТ511/ JEA/ FEVG 


‘www.kabayancentral com 


BY EUGENIA LAST 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Jackie Onassis, Bill Bradley, Sally Struthers, Linda Kelsey, Jim Davis 

Happy Birthday: You are capable of achieving your dreams this year if you buckle down on the projects you've been 
‘working on so diligently. You can finally make some headway and put the past behind. A softer approach will bring the 
‘encouragement and support that was lacking previously. Your numbers: 6, 20, 27, 35, 42, 44 
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ARIES (March 21-April 
19): It is a good idea to 
Test and avoid spending 
money. Put this day aside 
to sort out your thoughts and re- 
evaluate your direction. Positive 
changes аге needed to get ahead this 
ye. 


[ TAURUS (April 20-May 

20): You"ll be in a loving 
mood, so make plans early 
to spend time with your 
partner, Your magnetic nature will be 
too hard for your mate to resist. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Put in a few extra 
hours of work and make 
some headway. You'll be 
surprised at how much you can 
accomplish when no one’s around. , 


D 


| CANCER (June 21-July 

22): Get ready to shake 
things up on the court] 
You need — som 
competitive action. Your ай-ог- 
nothing approach will be difficult to | 
beat. 
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card game 


31 Rubble 
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fors 
41 Talkradio 
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must be made. 
confidence in others by 


will enlighten newfound friends and 
find a place in groups. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): You'll inspire 


Ыы] LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
1 22): Expect to be taken 
[NES]. savaniage ofif you are too 

willing to give money to 
children or friends. Don't pay for 
things that aren't worth it 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23- 

Nov. 21): You will be in 

а stubborn mood today. 

Domt det. your 

juncompromising ways lend to 

[estrangemeat. Your partner wil be 

ager 1o go out with (ends and leave 
ov io fend for yoursel. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

{з 22-Dee. 21): Avoid 

тейи mixed np in other 

people's problems, Your 

vice may be good but it is likely 

To backfire, leaving you minus some 


friends. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
involvement in groups 


Jan, 19): Your 
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Birthday Baby: You are so sweet. You 
have so many different faces that at 
times you can confuse those around 
you. One moment you are serious and 
the next outgoing and boisterous. 
However, you are always thoughtful 
and never forgetful 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 
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‘The Debut’ wins acclaim at international filmfests 


BY NESTOR U. TORRE 


THANKS to Erie Zarate for lending 
us his copy of "The Debut—The Mak- 
ing of A Filipino American Film." The 
book is an eye-opener and very in- 
spiring to read because it details how 
Some gifted and determined Filipino 
American filmmakers held on to their 
dream of making a feature film about 
the Fil-American experience, and 
didn't stop until they had actually. 
‘completed production on it, 10 long 
years later! 

Screenplay 

The book contains the movie's 
screenplay, an introduction by the 
filmmakers, Gene Cajayon and 
John Мапа! Castro and a long ac- 
count of the making of the film, 
written by Dawa Bohulano 
Mabalon. 

"Before discussing the film it- 
self, we are grateful to Ms 
Mabalon for the general infor- 
mation she provides on Filipino 
filmmaking în the United State 

"We learn from her account 
that the Tirst known Filipino 
American film is a silent short 
by Doroteo Silva, nadein the ey 1930. 
Silva, a film student at the University of 
Southem California, documented the life 
ofa Filipino in racist Los Angeles. 

White bias 

In 1967, Mabalon recalls, film stu- 
dents of color protested the white bias 
at the UCLA film school and expressed 
the wish to make films that served their 
specific communities. That “rebellion” 
resulted in a number of minority film 
initiatives, including a Filipino Ameri- 
can movement. 

In the "80s and 90s, Filipino Ameri- 
can filmmakers started to come into their 
own, inspired by filmmakers of color 
Tike Spike Lee and Julia Dash, and partiy 
funded by organizations like Los Ange- 
les’ Visual Communications and San 
Francisco's National Asian American 
Telecommunications Association 
(NAATA). 

During the past two decades, some 
Filipino American filmmakers have been 
producing short documentaries and vid- 
воз. They include Matthew Abaya, 
Mark Arbitario, Jessica Hagedorn, Rod 
Pulido, Noel Shaw, Angel Shaw and 
Celina Parrenas Shimizu 

Pulida’s "The Flipside” premiered 


was made. 


ture Film, 


EDDIE Garcia, right, plays the clan’s patriarch and is shown here with 
US-based actors Dante Basco and Bernadette Balagtas. 


‘The Quest for Noah’s Flood’ 
on National Geographic Channel 


JOIN famed deep-sea explorer Dr. Robert Ballard, 

best known for discovering the “Titanic,” as he searches 

the Black Sea, an alluring place of forbidden mystery, 

for the location of the biblical "Noah's Flood.” 
Secrets 

For more than 25 years, Dr, Ballard had dreamed 
of probing the sea's mysterious depths, ls secrets 
hidden from Western scientists during the Cold War, 
the Black Sea harbors the legendary "dead zone," à 
деер layer of lifeless water that cannot sustain the 
creatures that normally eat away at sunken ships. 

‘The oxygen-free waters act as a giant preservation 
tank, where the world's most celebrated shipwreck 
humer envisioned finding perfectly intact ancient 
Ships, their masts still standing, 

"Tune in to "The Quest for Noah's Flood" on the 
National Geographic Channel on Sunday, July 29 at 
Spam. 

As plans were made to mount an expedition to the 
Black Sen, two highly respected scientists from Co- 
lumbia University's Lamont-Doherty Earth Obser- 
ушогу published a provocative book, "Nonh's Flood: 
The New Scientific Discoveries About the Event that 
Changed History." 

Cataclysmic flood 

"The book proposed that the Black Sea was trans- 
formed from а fresh-water lake o a brackish sen Буа 
cataclysmic flood in 5,500 BCE, around the same 
time that some biblical scholars pinpoint as Noah's 
Great Flood. 

The controversial idea compounded Dr. Ballard's 
fascination with the Black Sea, and he resolved to 
investigate the new theory. Intrigued, Ballard ex- 
panded his search to look for signs of human habita- 
tion along the shoreline a the former lake nearly 500 
feet below the surface. 

‘The discoveries of the 2000 expedition made head- 
lines around the world. Using state-of the-art robotic 
‘submersible technology, the explorers found four an= 
cient shipwrecks, including one benutifully preserved 
‘ith is mast and stanchions sill standing, 

Unexpected boon 

Dating from between 410 and $20 CE, the rare 
find is nn unexpected boon to marine archaeologists, 
who have never before been able to examine such а 
perfectly preserved vessel fom this era 

And, tntallzingly, the expedition also uncovers 
What seems to be а man-made stone structural ош 
dition in ay aren that could have been flooded 7,500 
years ngo, Proof that there were eyewitnesses to pass. 
‘on the legend of the Great Flood? Time will tell. 
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THE BOOK on the film contains th 
movie's screenplay as well as a 
detailed account of how the film 


at the 2001 Sundance Film Festival. In 
1997, Francisco Aliwalas made the first 
Filipino American feature film, “Disori- 
ented,” a comedy. 

But "The Debut” is the biggest such 
production to date, It cost almost SIM 
to make, and has been hailed as an out- 
standing movie at several film festivals. 

Pre 

Formerly titled "The Mercado Fam- 
йу Debut,” “The Debut" had its pre- 
miere in May 2000 as the Opening Night 
attraction of the 15th Annual Visual 
Communications Asian Pacific Film and 
Video Festival in Los Angeles. 

1n July 20 
live Feature Film award at the San Di- 
ego Asian Film Festival, and was hailed 
as “a film that is groundbreaking to the 
community it serves." 

In October 2000, it was the closing 
film atthe Seattle Asian American Film. 
Festival. Last November at the Hawaii 
International Film Festival, "The Debut" 
won the Audience Award for Best Fea- 


1n March 2001, it had its theatrical 
release on the closing night of the San ^ 
Francisco International Asian American 
Film Festival It will next be screened in 


the San Francisco Bay Area, and else 
‘where in the United States and Canada. 
‘This December, it may be shown in the 


Philippines. 
‘The film's future looks bright, but 
it's had quite a daunting past. The story 


‘of how it weathered all sorts of obstacles 
for a full decade before it was finally 
completed could inspire other young 


filmmakers to see their own cinematic 
dream projects through to their trium- 
phant completion 
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Join Now And Get Exclusive Celfone Screensavers! 
Debuted at #1 in the USA. 


Asa Smart Cinema Club member, you can access all the Cats & Dogs logos, picture messages, screensavers and more. Plus you get 
‘a chance to win limited edition Cats & Dogs caps, t-shirts and foldable frisbees. To register, simply follow the instructions below. 
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‘The Score’ has class and smarts 
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þortormanees. 77 = - 
The script is a slow build 
of heightening drama, 
laced with wit and insight 
into Nick's judicious 
philosophy of thievery 
By DAVID GERMAIN 


OSANGELES—Robert DeNiro 
and friends comesoclose to scor- 
ingbig with his atest heist caper. 

But they let the film run far into over- 

time, and asany good thief or studio ex- 

ecutive knows, time is money. 


Refreshingly coherent 

Excessive running time aside, “The Score” has 
so much going for it: а straightforward story that's 
refreshingly coherent given the opacity of so 
many crime thrillers. Sharp dialogue, fine moments 
of understated tension, brassy humor, an inno- 
vative safecracking technique, a well-concocted 
surprise or two. 

Good performances by De Niro and Edward 
Norton. And a jolly supporting turn from Marlon 
Brando as an amiable scamp worthy of Sydney 
Greenstreet in.his "Casablanca" and “Maltese 
Falcon” days. 

The trouble is, at just over two hours, there's. 
simply too much of this movie. Director Frank Oz 
("In & Out,” "Bowfinger"), in his first foray away 
from comedy, lets “The Score” linger a beat too 
ong in scene after scene, diluting the suspense 
and inducing a chronic case of the fidgets among 
viewers. 

But "The Score” is still worth watching. It's 
got class and smarts that put recent bombastic 
heist flicks such as “Swordfish” and “3000 Miles 
to Graceland” to shame. 

But Oz had a first-rate burglary flick in his grasp 
had he minded the minutes as closely as De Niro's 
time-conscious master thief does. 


Veteran safecracker 

De Niro plays Nick Wells, a veteran safe- 
cracker planning to retire and hang with his girl- 
friend (Angela Bassett), running his Montreal 
jazz club. 

Enter Max (Brando), Nick's pal, financial ad- 
viser and fence. Max has one last, really big score 
that requires Nick's prudent, methodical touch. 

Reluctantly, Nick signs on to steal a priceless 
antique scepter from the basement safe in the 
bunker-like Canadian Customs House. Nick even 
violates his principle rule—always work alone— 
agreeing to team with Max's inside man, Jack 
Teller (Norton), a savvy rookie who cases the 
Customs House in the guise of a retarded janitor. 

The one-last-big-job premise may be cliched, 
but screenwriters Kario Salem, Lem Dobbs and 
Scott Marshall Smith make the most of it. Their 
script is a slow build of heightening drama, laced 
with wit and insight into Nick's judicious phi- 
losophy of thievery 


List 

"Make a list of everything you want now," 
Nick tells Jack. "Then spend the next 25 years of 
your life getting it slowly, piece by piece." 

Unfortunately, “The Score” cops that philoso- 
phy, moving too slowly, at times pausing when it 
should be dashing. There’s fat in almost every 
scene, and there are significant chunks of the 
film—entertaining though they may be—that 
‘could have been jettisoned to improve the flow. 

While De Niro, Norton and Brando deliver as 
a personable den of thieves, Bassett's role barely 
amounts to a walk-on. She has a moment or two 
carly on, but her character feels like an after- 
thought once the heist heats up. 

Howard Shore's jazzy score and а handful of 
well-chosen jazz standards nicely complement the 
film’s muted atmosphere. And watch for brief 
cameos by jazz greats Mose Allison and 
Cassandra Wilson, AP 


Hindi maiaalis sa mga Pilipirio ang salitang, "may pinagmanahan". Be it a positive or negative 
trait. Kaya as much as possible, positive traits dapat ang ating ipapamana, di ba? Like wearing 
neat, tidy and good-smelling clothes. So ipamana ang ugaling paggamit ng Vernel. It's long- 
lasting fragrance will leave a long-lasting legacy to your children. 
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ON Sunday July 29, ABS-CBN cel- 
ebrates “Pidol Power" at 9:30 p.m. 
The TV spécial on master comic 
Dolphy's 50 years in show bizis ex- 
ecutive-produced by Zsa Zsa 
Padilla 

The musical special is directed by 
Al Quinn, who like Dolphy was once 
а bodabil hofer before TV and the 
movies claimed him for their very 
own. 

The show goes from Dolphy's 
start as an obscure comedian named. 
Golay in 1951, through his 1961 TV 
debut on “Buhay Artista,” to his TV 
sitcom today, "Home Along da 
Riles.” 


from guest performers like 
Regine Velasquez and Jolina 
Magdangal, Dolphy's brood will also 
appear in the special, which will fur- 
ther regale viewers with long-unseen 
footage from the king comic's shows 
through the years. 

"Pidol Power" also marks 
Dolphy's 73rd birthday. He turned a 
year older on July 25. 


. Mas maganang 
. pumasok Карар 
may bitbit. 


азурит a TREATISES 


Dolphy forever 


‘Highly Commended’ 
citation for Rory B. Quintos 

Meanwhile, we're happy to hear 
that ABS-CBN and Star Cinema direc- 
tor Rory В. Quintos has received а 
"Highly Commended” citation for her 
direction of the TV soap. “Pangako 
Sa “Yo,” from the Asian Television 
‘Technical and Creative Awards. 

Quintos is one of the TV-film di- 
rectors. whose career we've followed 
and written about from the start, be- 
Cause her early work showed that she 
‘was willing to go the extra mile as a 
director of quality productions, despite 
the industry's commercial bent. 

She was active in theater at UP, 
then worked in а variety of jobs on 
‘TV, from production assistant, talent 
coordinator and production manager, 
to associate producer, assistant di- 
rector, and finally as one of the direc- 
tors of “Maalaala Mo Kaya.” 

She has also directed some credit- 
able movies including "Anak," which 
will be screened this September atthe 
Fukuoka Intemational Film Festival. 


VIEWFINDER- 


- 
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Nestor | Sor 
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The Asian TV Awards honor the 


best work on television in the region. 
Annually, it attracts more than 1,000 
entries from 23 countries. 

‘This is the first year that the tilt 
has presented an entire slate of 
awards for technical and creative 
categories. Quintos’ "Highly Com- 
mended” citation is the only award 
‘won by a Philippine TV program. 

"Pangako Sa 'Yo" airs week- 
nights at 7 p.m. on Channel 2. 

Street party 

The newly opened T.G.L Friday's 
restaurant at Sia. Lucia East show- 
cased the Mulatto Band at its street 
party last night at Sta. Lucia's 


How thoughtful, How Goldilocks, immi 


Pambaon treats from Goldlocks. Flutly Mamon, Special Ensaymada, Chifor Саке Sice, Classic Brownies. 


Brickroad strip. Prizes were awarded 
to partygoers who wore the zaniest 
headgear. 

Earlier, some government officials 
‘cutthe ceremonial ribbon with execu- 
tives from Bistro Holdings Corp, 
Friday's mother company in the Phil- 
ippines. 

Other events that made the day 
special included a trivia contest and 
the restaurant’s bartenders’ bottle- 
flipping act. The Sta. Lucia East res- 
taurant is the dining chain’s sixth 
Friday's branch in the Philippines. 

‘Julius Caesar’ 

Dulaang Sibol is presenting its 
production of William Shakespeare's 
“Julius Caesar" on July 28 (today) 
and Aug. 10 and 11 at Tanghalang 
Onofre Pagsanghan at the High 
School complex at the Ateneo cam- 
pus in Loyola Heights. 

Dulaang Sibol is an important 
seedbed for Philippine theatre that 
has produced major creative talents 
like Tony Perez and Paul Dumol, un- 
der the judicious nurturing ofits well- 


Other Pambaon treats: Marble Cake Slice, Sandwich Bread, Caramel Popcorn, Banana Nut Muffin, Bibión ang загар. 
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DOLPHY. Celebrated 73rd 
birthday last week. 


Joved managing director, Mr. Pagsi. 
Search for Nicole Kidman 
look-alike 

The ongoing search for a local 
look-alike of Nicole Kidman ends at 
10 pam. tonight at Hard Rock Café in 
Makati, sponsored by Guess? USA. 
The search is a promo for Kidman's 
latest starrer, “Moulin Rouge.” 

The musical film's original 
soundtrack has been dominating the 
airwaves via its carrier track, “Lady 
Marmalade,” performed by Christina 
Aguilera, Mya, Lil Kim and Pink. 


Young pianist in concert 
The Manila Chamber Orchestra 
Foundation presents young pianist 
Rudolf Pelaez Golez in a special con- 
certat7 p.m. on Aug. 3 at Equitable 
PCIBank's Antonio Molina Hall. 
AT age 13, Golez studied in New 
York at Julliard Prep under Seymour 
Lipkin, After five years of training in 
New York, he finished Music and 
English in Cebu City and is finish- 
ing his Master of Music degree at 
the University of the Philippines. 
Golez will play two Scarlatti sona- 
tas, the Busoni transcription of the 
Bach Chaconne in D for violin, four 
Chopin Preludes, the Trianna from the 
Albeniz Suite, "Iberia," a Ligeti etude, 
and Rachmaninoff s Sonata in B-flat 
No.2 Free admission. Call 818-1403. 
Family fun 
A whole day of fun and prizes 
awaits kids and their families on the 
next leg of the Pokemon Trading Card 
Game on Sunday, July 29, at SM City 


GOLEZ. Finishing his Master 
of Music degree at UP. 


QUINTOS. Cited for "Pangako 
Sa 'Yo. 


North Edsa. The competition is part 
ofthe monthly elimination series lead- 
ing up to the grand national finals on 
Dec. 22 SM Megamall. 

Other exciting Pokemon-related 
activities included the TCG quiz, the 
Pokemon Interactive, and the "cre- 
ate your own Pokemon card" tilt 

*XYz 

‘XYZ’ at 7 tonight on Channel 21 
presents features on adopting а 
child, problems of infertility and 
some possible solutions, and the 
10th anniversary of Kalakasan, an 
NGO defending women against vio- 
lence. Ida Vargas directs. 


Janus del Prado wants to be 
a versatile performer 


“TM a high school student at St. 
Joseph's College. Can you please 
feature Janus del Prado. I saw him 
“Magic Kingdom," “Text,” and 
“G-mik and pretty soon developed 
a huge crush on bim. He's so cute 
and down-to-carth. What's his real 
пате? Thanks and more power.— 
April Lou Salazar of 9 16* St, New 
Manila, Quezon City" 

Real Name: Janus del Prado 

Nickname: Epoy 

Age: 16 years old 

Height: 577, 

Weight: 112 tbs. 

Hair: Black 

Eyes: Black 

Movies: “Magic Kingdom,” 
“Batang Х” 

TV shows: "G-mik" 

Hobbies: Watching TV 

Sports: Ping-pong and bowling 

Trivia: He likes the name Janus 
because it means gate in Roman 
mythology 

Q&A: 


How did you start in show busi- 
mess? 

When { was five years old, I audi- 
tioned for Manny Valera. Then I did 
commercials for Zip orange juice and 
Pure Foods tender juicy hotdogs. It 
helped that my dad (Renato del Prado) 
acted in “Anna Liza” so I was ex- 
posed to it at a young age. 

What do you like about being an. 
actor? 

1 сап transform myself into a dif- 
ferent person. On 'G-mik, I'm the bad 
influence of my barkada. Some- 
times I can be serious and good like 
my character in ‘Maalaala Mo Kaya." 

Good directors 

Working with good directors is 
also a good learning experience, 
lalagyan nila ng ibang dating ang 
acting то. 

What do you like about having a 
regular TV show? 

‘May bonding. Masaya, solid ang 
samahan pero welcome ang new- 
comers. We all hang-out off-camera 
and maraming pagkain palagi. 

Do you have a huge appetite? 

Depende sa pagkain. 

What's your favorite food? 

I love seafood especially fish. I 
also enjoy eating pork. Ang ayaw 
ko talaga, gulay at pinakbet. 
Ayoko rin ang olives, hindi ko ma- 
describe ang lasa. 

What's the one thing you can’t 
ive without? 

TV. Mawala na lahat, huwag 
lang ang TV. 

What makes а girl attractive? 


Mary Ann A. Bautista 


Gusto ko sa babaeng tisay, 
mapula ang lips at may long һай. 
Someone with unusual eye color. 
Basta hindi common ang kulay ng 
‘mata, blue or green. May dating ang 
chin pero hindi naman cleft chin 
Makapal ang eyebrows. | want 
someone who understands me, 
someone 1 can talk to when I have a 
problem. Gusto ko, mabait. 

How would you describe your- 
self? 

Carefree, boyish and spontane- 
ous. Kiti-kiti pero hindi ako mahilig 
за sports. 

Would you like to bea comedian 
ora dramatic actor? 

Both. I like to be like Kuya Jeri- 
cho Rosales because he's a good 
dramatic actor. Киуа Dominic Ochoa. 
is good in comedy. But! really idol- 
ize Tito Eddie Garcia for his versatil- 
ity and attitude. 

Do you want to be a matinee idol 
someday? 

1 want to be a character actor. M 
kaya ko iyon kaysa maging ma 
nee idol. 


Correction 

“This is Mary Anne Meily, man- 
ager of R.O.B (Rest of the Boys) band. 
First ofall, would like to thank you 
for responding to the request of Mr. 
Francisco Acosta of Cavite last May 
26 RO B'snew vocalist is Yam Realo: 
She's а graduate of Assumption Col- 
lege, San Lorenzo Village, Makati 
City. She's also a product of Ryan 
Cayabyab's music school and the 
Center for Pop. I hope you find time 
to make the correction, Thanks and 
best regards.—Mary Anne Meily, 
Maiton Enterprises ine, 


DEL PRADO. TV addict. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SATURDAY JULY 26, 2001 mnm 


THE MEMBERS of Class No. 36 during their graduation rites at Malacafiang, with Secretary Reyes and 


President Arroyo. 


UP prof is MNSA valedictorian 


WHAT is known today as the National 
Defense College of the Philippines 
(NDCP) owes its existence to President 
Diosdado Macapagal's Executive Order 
No. 44 signed in August 1963. The Ex- 
ecutive Order mandated the creation of. 
the National Defense College of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines to aid 
in developing the nation's strategic con- 
cept of defense 
Importance 

Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo, the Guest of Honor and Speaker 
at Regular Class No. 36's graduation rites 
held in Malacañang last July 17, under- 
scored the importance of continuing her 
father's legacy and spoke to the gradu- 
ates on the urgent need to contain the 
‘unrest in Mindanao and strengthen bilat- 
eral relations with our ASEAN neighbors. 

Dr. Vivian A. Gonzales, RC 36 Class 
Mayor and Mr, Abraham А, Purugganan 
graduated with coveted Academic 
Achievement Awards, taking home gold 
and silver medals, respectively. What is 
of particular interest is why Dr. Vivian 
А. Gonzales, the class valedictorian, a 
PhD holder from the UP and former 
UPLB Dean of Students, enrolled in 
NDCP's Master in National Security 
Administration (MNSA) Program. 

"Having pioneered the Values Inte- 
gration and Promotion-Civic Welfare 
Service (VIP-CWS), 1 saw the ROTC 
Program's untapped potential for na- 
tional security and development. As ап 
advocate for its nationwide implemen- 
tation I wanted to enhance my expertise 
to include that of national security con- 
сепз, since it was limited to that of an 
academician and development manage- 
ment practitioner's,” she explains. 

Component 

For the past six years, Dr. Gonzales 
has been the strong force responsible 
for conceptualizing and carrying out the 
VIP-CWS component of the Expanded 
ROTC Program. CHED issued a Memo- 
randum to all Higher Education Insiu- 
tions (HEIs) dated May 31, 1999 to 
adopt ihe VIP-CWS Program of Instruc- 
tion (POI) Dr. Gonzales designed. 

Dr. Gonzales piloted the VIP-CWS 
Program at UPLB during SY 1996-1997. 
T started as part of her vision as UPLB 
Dean of Students, the Students’ Transfor- 
mation and Enrichment for Truth (STET) 
paradigm which prioritizes venues for self 
evelopment and community service 

"When I took office as UPLB Dean 
of Students in 1995, I was disturbed by 
the findings of a survey which showed 
that UP students ranked low in social 
‘concern. It was also around that time that 
fraternity violence on the UPLB campus 
reached its peak. came up with STET as 
а call to students to retum to the noble 
ideals which their generation has seem- 
ingly forgoten, values that adhere to re- 
spect for human dignity, truth, and social 
responsibility. The various projects un- 
dertaken under STET like the VIP-CWS 
channel the youth's energies and talents 
into service-oriented concerns,” she says. 

Projects 

Dr. Gonzales adds that her VIP-CWS 
cadets are involved in various environ- 
mental, health, socio.civic, and livelihood 
projects. They plant trees, donate seed- 
lings, sponsor waste management semi- 
тап, medical missions, nutrition semi- 
mars and illegal drug awareness cam- 
paigns, offer tutorial services, and hold 
handmade paper making and silkscreen 


GONZALES (right) receives her 
award from Secretary Reyes and 
President Arroyo. 


and tshirt workshops. 

In the light of the controversy sur- 
rounding the ROTC, Dr. Gonzales is 
quick to clarify that although some sec- 
tors uphold her VIP-CWS as a justifica- 
tion for abolishing the ROTC’s Military 
‘Training Service (MTS) component, she. 
credits the mandatory one-year military 
training for contributing to VIP-CWS* 
success. “It would be impossible forme 
to carry out community work with my 
cadets if they did not first lear the disci- 
pline, respect for authority, and love of 
country that their MTS 11 and 12 train- 
ing has exposed them to. I handled 500 
VIP-CWS cadets during the frst year the 
program was implemented, and I can tell 
you from experience that the program 
‘would not have worked out as well if 1 
had conducted itin the same manner that. 
T conduct my graduate classes 

Same manner 

“From the beginning Пей those enrolled 
in my program that VIP-CWS is conducted 
in the same manner as MTS, only that itis 
conducted in and with the barangays and 
‘communities. My cadets, like MTS cadets, 
are required to wear the prescribed uniform 
and sport the prescribed haircut They must 
not forget that our course offering is under 
the DMST,” she says. 

Hearing her speak, it is litle wonder 
why Dr. Gonzales graduated at the top of 
her class. This year's MNSA graduates 
include the following civil servants: Ms 
Ма. Antoniette Р. Aristoza and Ашу. 
Dalisay О. San Jose (Senate), Dir. Chris- 
topher В. Lumbre and Dir. Victoria E. 
Valeriano (Civil Service Commission) Mr 
Rodlolfo P. Agner (Philippine Public 
Safety College), Mr. Nicolas Z. Bolaños 
(National Mapping and Resource Infor- 
‘mation Authority), Supt. Nepumoceno М. 
Corpus, Jr. (PNP), Mr. Renato B. dela. 
Cruz (Agricultural Training Institute); 

Mr Mariano A. Gabito (DILG), Engr. 
Rebecca T. Garsuta (DPWH), Mr. Henry 
A. Reveche (Office of the Press Secre- 
tary, News and Information Bureau), and 
Aity. Emmanuel Y. Velasco (DOJ). 

‘A handful of military men also re- 
ceived their MNSA diplomas this year. 


A trilogy of sexy tales 
from Maryo J. delos Reyes 


By Remy U. UMEREZ 


WHILE making his latest film, “The 

Red Diaries,” Maryo J. delos Reyes 

decided to shoot the most expen- 

sive episode first before his producer 

Mother Lily, put her foot down. 
Plus factors 

"Red Diaries" was definitely not 
produced on a shoestring budget. 
‘Among its plus factors are its siz- 
ling new star, Assunta de Rossi, 
and Direk Maryo, who is known for 
his above-average movies. 

"Red Diaries” was inspired by the 
true confessions sent to Xerex and 
read by many ina tabloid. The origi- 
nal cast included Ara Mina, Ina 
Raymundo and Priscilla Almeda un- 
til it was shelved because the bud- 
get soared, But Mother Lily 
‘wouldn't let go of the project, so she 
decided to give it to Assunta de 
Rossi, who wanted to give her са- 
reer another try via the sexy route. 

Apprehensive 

The award-winning Maryo was 
apprehensive at the start whether 
Assunta could really do all the bold 
scenes the story required her to do. 

"I didn't want а half-baked per- 
formance at lalong ayoko ng 
maarte,” he says. 

“We had a heart to heart talk and 


Lasked her what she would not be 
capable of doing. She said going 
topless was alright but she was not 
ready for frontal nudity." 

It was the topless seduction 
scene that was sfiot on the first 
shooting day. 

Innermost secrets 

In “Red Diaries,” Assunta por- 
trays three women whose innermost 
secrets are revealed in their diaries. 
‘Susanna is the two-timing mistress, 
Cara is the prodigal daughter and 
sexual fantasy of a seminarian, and 
Lucila is the martyr and battered wife 
ofa policeman. 

The release of “Red Diaries” 
comes at a time when sex and mo- 
rality are being questioned, what 
with the reorganization of the 
MTRCB. Maryo J. is not fazed by 
the situation. 

“Itis not by choice that I do films 
featuring sex and violence. 
Nagkakataon lang. But how can 
you possibly ignore sex when you 
are dealing with relationships? 1 
don’t attempt to sensationalize vio- 
ence. Nor do I count the number of 
breast exposures in my movies. As 
a director, 1 am only responsible to 
myself. Our mores and standards 
should not be co-terminus with the 
term of a president. Culture should 
grow with the people,” he says. 


They are: Col. Joseph L. Aberde (РАР). 
Col. Nelson М. Allaga (PN, Marines), 
‘Capt. Reynaldo Т. Basilio (PN), Capt. 
Ceferino B. Dacanay (PN). Capt Franklin 
G. Mangonon (PN), Capt. Dante A. 
Romano (PN) Capt. Fortunato R. Sagudo 
(PN), Col. Michelangelo Н. Siscar (PAP), 
and Col. Jose Daniel A. Trangco (PAF). 

‘The following representatives from 
the private sector were likewise con- 
ferred with MNSA degrees: Mr. Ramon 
S. Buyco (Philippine Associated Smeht- 
ing and Refining Corporation), Mr. Don 
Ferdinand A. Dacquial (MBC Construc- 
tion), Mr. Eduardo Р. Evangelista (Medi- 
cal Specialty Hospital, Inc.), Mr. 
‘Alexander М. Gerrick (Australian De- 
fense Organization). Mr. Rodrigo С. 
Mejia (Australian Defense Force Acad- 
ету), Ms. Thelma D. Murillo (Radio 
Veritas-Global Broadcasting System), 
Mr. Abraham A. Purugganan (MAK 
Communication System, Inc.) and Mr. 
Wilson T. Young (Tanduay Distiller). 
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Mikey wants to make it on his own 


By EDMUND L. SICAM 


THE PRESIDENT'S son, Mikey 
Macapagal-Arroyo, faces а no-win 
situation when it comes to manag- 
ing his political and show biz career. 
No matter how much he distances. 
himself from the person sitting їп 
Malacafiang, some people will al- 
ways say that he became vice-gov- 
emor of Pampanga because of his 
mother. By choice, he made ita point 
not to mention his mother during the 
campaign and GMA never showed 
up for any of his sorties. 
Experience 

Despite his long experience help- 
ing manage GMA's campaign for 
the senate, the vice-presidency and 
the top position of the land, Mikey 
has not been given proper credit. 

Very few people know that he has. 
an AB Interdisicplinary Studies from 
Ateneo de Manila, a Business Ad- 
ministration diploma from University 
of California at Berkeley and one 
year of law studies both at the 
‘Ateneo Law School and the Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas. 

‘The moment Gloria Macapagal 
‘Arroyo ascended to power, Mikey 
was typecast as the son of you- 
know-who. Some downplayed his 
‘organizational skills, which he suc- 
cessfully showed in his mother’s 
many campaigns. However, his fel- 
low Pampanguefios knew better and 
elected Mikey by a landslide. 

1а the field of show business, 


ARROYO. Has acted in 11 
movies since 1996. 


when producers suddenly got inter- 
ested in him as lead actor for several 
film projects, some observers attrib- 
uted it to his new status. Though it 
may be true that producers are 
known for casting people on the 
basis of public awareness (beauty 
queens, advertising models, broad- 
cast personalities, etc). Mikey is not 
exactly new on the film scene. He 
has done 11 movies since 1996. It's 
true that he has been playing mostly 


supporting roles but things are open- 
ing up for the vice governor. 
Regular guy 

Toupdate himself with the movie 
industry, he invited several enter- 
tainment writers recently for dinner 
at his penthouse along Katipunan 
ave. in Quezon City. He impressed 
us as somebody without airs, a regu- 
lar guy who just happened to be the 
son of the president. 

Someone asked about the nega- 
tive reports about his being over- 
bearing in his new position and 
throwing his weight around. He 
could only sigh as he explained that 
these reports were untrue and were 
probably the work of his political 
enemies. 

Mikey is по hypocrite when it 
comes to producers’ offers. He real- 
izes that the “ОМА connection” has 
a lotto do with it but wants to prove 
toeveryone that there's more to him 
than just being the son of the presi- 
dent. 

Tn his latest movie, “Mahal Kita 
Kahit Sino Ka Pa" where he co-stars 
with Judy Ann Santos, Mikey does 
fairly well. There definitely is room 
for improvement if he wants to make 
itas a leading man. 

Itis his next projects that will de- 
termine whether he is destined to be. 
їп show biz for the long haul. After 
all, it's still the movie-going public 
that will decide whether Mikey is 
‘worth paying P50 or more to watch 
оп the screen, 
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Esteban Abada Elementary School in Quezon City gets an A! 


KIDS laughed and cheered from the street. The “Our school is now a Model-of-Excellence-Schoolt" 
school band and cheer-dancers went into full rah-rah- School in SOS 
rah mode. From the top floors, students ran out of Not too long ago, the students of Esteban Abada 
their classrooms waving flags and those with cameras Elementary School in Project 7, Quezon City didn't feel 
good-naturedly jostled each other for a few wacky Шке celebrating at all. Their school had leaky ceilings 
poses. and rusty gutters that threatened to crumble over peo- 
Eleven-year-old Mariel Abaya giddily informed us, ріе'ѕ heads. 

Their library didn't have too many books either. 
Worst of all, out of the 90 public school in Quezon 


HAPPY PREZ. The 
changes at 
Esteban Abada 
Elementary 
School made 
even Pres. 
Macapagal- 
Arroyo smile. 
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THIS image, released by the Smithsonian 

Astrophysical Observatory, shows an ag- 

ing star with a bigger mass than the Sun. 

Astronomers found a cloud of water vapor 

around the distant dying star, suggesting” 
, the possibility of life-supporting planets. AP 
pe 
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Good work, Mom! 

AUSTRALIA'S Hayley Lewis, left, is con- f 
gratulated by her three-year-old son Jacob |, 
and husband Greg after finishing third 


| place at the women's five-kilometer open 
"water final in the 9th FINA World 


| the bronze in 1 hour and 54 seconds. Seen 
| at far left is Russia's Olga Gousseva, who 
finished eighth. AP 
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College Station, USA 
Wo y 


Animal Gene Bank 


* CHARLES R. Long, general manager of Ge- 
netic Savings & Clone, Inc., checks the con- 
tents of the liquid nitrogen storage tank 
' where animal cells are kept at -196 de- 
: ‘grees Celsius in College Station, Texas. The 
lab was founded in 
February 2000 as 
a gene bank for 


of animal cells in 
preparation for fu- 
ture cloning. Now 
a fully functional 
cloning facility, 
the lab currently 
does research on 


UP RR TENOR 


goats, sheep and mice. AP 


Whew! Now that that's done... 


cultureand storage ' 


4 Р cloning a variety -; 
of animals, including dogs, pigs, cattle, | 


MEET the space shuttle Atlantis crew 
members: from left to right, Charles 
Hobaugh, Michael Gernhardt, Janet 
Kavandi, Steven Lindsey and James 
Reilly, with international space station 
crew member Susan Helms, bottom 
right. The astronauts enjoy a discus- 
sion with Earth during an interview 
from inside the space station. Atlantis 
docked with the space station on July 
13 and installed a new air lock, Quest. 
AP Photo/NASA TV 


. The Sun Catcher 


* THOUGH it looks like a parade float, the 
Genesis spacecraft will depart on an un- 
precedented journey to gather and bring 
back bits of the sun. In the photo, Project 
manager Chet Sasaki says NASA hopes the 
specks of solar wind, equivalent to per- 
haps 10 grains of salt, will help explain 
- what it was like when the planets in the 
solar system were forming. AP i 
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Hey kids! If you're between 7-10 years old, you could be one of ten lucky winners of a P2,000.00 initial deposit and 
membership in the Metrobank Fun Savers Club! If you are already a member and you win, your 2,000.00-cash 
pe will be deposited to your Metrobank Fun Savers Club account. It's so easy to join! Just color Savee the dolphin 

lue, his tummy white and color the rest of the ad any way you want, then send your entries to: "Color Me" Contest, 
PRMD, 11th floor, Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City. Send as many entries as you want on or before 
August ү? 2001! So what are you waiting for? Get your crayons, craygas and colored pencils and start coloring this 
ad now! + 


NOTE: ‘Only original ads are considered as valid entries. Photocopies will be disqualified. 


Name: 


Address: 


Tel. No.; : 


Metrobank Fun Savers Club member? YES. NO... 


Age: 


You're in good hands with 


metrobank.com ph E-mail: metrobank@metrobank.com.ph 
Member of the Philippine Depo ed up to P109,000.00 per d 


A proud member of BarnicVet 
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F U N (From page 1) 


City, they did badly in the National Elemen- 
tary Achievement Test. 
Learning-Fun 

But in July this year, the school's teachers 
discovered a new way of teaching lessons to 
their students. In a training program by Books 
for the Barrios USA and the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Bank, they learned that teaching and 
learning can be máde fun. 

"These teachers...are expected to get into 
the 21st century and forget the chalkboard," 
said Nancy Harrington, president of Books for 
the Barrios. “No more chalk-talk.” She was 
referring to the way teachers just write things 
on the blackboard and then drone on for an 
entire boring hour. 

Big, BIG changes 

Now, over the summer, the school itself 
underwent a major makeover. Parents and 
other volunteers worked to repaint the school 
and help with repairs. By the time the 2,000 
students of Esteban Abada returned in June, 
they could barely recognize their school. 

When the pre-schoolers, first graders and 
second graders entered their classrooms, they 
saw colorful tables with six kid-sized chairs 
each. "To help them learn from each other," 
explained Nancy. 

Toys in school 

Where empty walls used to be, there were 

now shelves of books and toys. Their rooms 


.also had a new computer and for the first time 


their teachers were using CDs in their lessons. 


PEN ГА 4 


тч лч, 


= 4 222 


HEY,s why didn't anyone give the President a comfy bean bag, too? 


Their daily lessons also became a little dif- 
ferent this year. It now includes half-hour vis- 
its each week to the school's new Computer 
Learning Center. There the kids are encour- 
aged during the lessons to send e-mail to 


ЕЕ: 


„© 


THANKFUL for their school's new gifts, these students promise to always study hard and 


do their best. 
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penpals abroad. 

They also get to stay in the Toy Library, a 
room so full of toys, board games and puzzles, 
they practically spill over into the corridor. Of 
course, kids are taught to return everything in 
their proper place afterwards. 

A real library for kids 

Best of all, their Children's Library is now a 
dream-come-true. 

"They fixed the books and they put books 
here too," said seven-year-old Fritz Robin 
Bagtas. Fritz pointed to a wall now lined with 
bookshelves and remarked, "There weren't any 
books there before." 

From only 2,000 books, the Esteban Abada 
library now has over 7,000 books and maga- 


zines. They've also been taken out of their glass: 


cabinets and placed on low, open and kid- 
friendly shelves. 

"They also repainted it!” says six-year- 
old Darren Garcia, “It used to be just 
brown.” 

Darren and Fritz were plopped on plump 
beanbags--an added comfy: touch—in the li- 
brary’s new storytelling area. 

“It’s .now up to the parents, it’s up to the 
teachers, it’s up to the children to keep this 
school as nice as it is,” says Nancy. 

During the ceremony inaugurating Esteban 
Abada Elementary school as a new Model-of- 
Excellence school, held on July 11, sixth-grader 
Katherine Emoy spoke before the guests, 
which included President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo, and promised, “We will not let you 
down.” Christine C. Rivero 
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ou can now reach us via e-mail! Our 
address is ji@inquirer.com.ph Don't 


forgetto include your complete name, age, 


а! address and your phone number. 


Could you tell me the best way to divide a room? 
Му sister and I share а room but I want my оўуп ' 
‚ space. My parents don't want us to use curtains. 


Ea The Т.У. is also on my side. So how can we 
‘divide the room so we can both watch?—JILL 
: CHUA YAP, 11, Quezon City 


-Dear Jill, : 


First, I bope you're not thinking of dividing your ^ 


room just because you bad a squabble with your 
| aq ‘Sister, If that’s true, it might be a good idea to sort 
ү ™ things out first: Second, it's natural to want your. 


баеды 


"I cari use cardboard but I don't have enough. — 


a E si RR de ceri ep tb 


US : 
own space in a shared room.I mean, you don't 
want your stuff and your sister's stuff to get all 
mixed up. But, discuss this with your parents first. 
That way, they can Бер you think of creative ways 


to mark your turf and your sister's. —Editor 
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Junior Inquirer (JI) welcomes your 
views, suggestions, essays, short 
stories and poems. All contributions 
must be typewritten double-spaced 
on short bond paper. Contributions 
without a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope will not be returned. 
Please send your 
letters & contributions to: 
the Junior Inquirer Editor, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Р.О. Box 2353, 
Makati Central Post Office, 
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Dino Gear FREE with every pack 
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address is ji@inquirer.com.ph Don't 
forget to include your complete name, age, 


Could you tell me the best way to divide a room? : 
My sister and I share a room but I want my own: 
space. My parents don't want us to use curtains. 

I can use cardboard but I don't have enough. 
The T.V. is also on my side. So how can we ` 
divide the room so-we can both watch?—JILL 
CHUA YAP, 11, Quezon City 


Dear Jill, 


First, I hope you're not thinking of dividing your > 


room just because you bad a squabble witb your 
sister. If that’s true, it might be a good idea to sort 
tbings out first. Second, it's natural to want your 


own space in a shared room. I mean, you don't 
want your stuff and your sister's stuff to get all 
mixed up. But, discuss tbis witb your parents first. 
That way, they can help you think of creative ways 
to mark your turf and your sister's. —Editor 
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views, suggestions, essays, short 
stories and poems. All contributions 
must be typewritten double-spaced 
on short bond paper. Contributions 
without a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope will not be returned. 
Please send your 
letters & contributions to: 
the Junior Inquirer Editor, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Р.О. Box 2353, 
Makati Central Post Office, 
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OGER didn't r 

> house in the 

Да. Gavery large and 
it was built during th 
aged to survive WorH 

But this summer, 
there with his young 

Roger was almost 
four. He wondered, 
things to do in the hc 
both him and his siste: 
of one. 

Опе day, he was k 
string for his kite wh4 
old bodega. Maybe tl 
he thought. 


"Okaaaaay, " he sa 
ticular. "Suddenly, I fe 
to the room| 


But there was on 
stood apart from the 
mirror. And it looked 

Roger felt he'd seer 
wasn't sure. It did giv 
had just decided he'd 
the sari-sari store in 1 
Janie wandered into tl 

“Hey Janie, let's gq 
“It’s very dirty in here 
if she found out." 

The little girl wrig; 
er's hand and shrieke4 
saw herself in the mirroi 
and jumped up and ао 

"Looks like you kid 
It was Lolo, back froi 
was cooking lunch. 

"It's Janie,” Roger s 
mirror." 

"I'll bring it out later ui 
ing the kids out of the 
dining room. “ГІІ clea: 
put it in the living roo: 


BUT that afternoon, Ri 
ther thought of bringit 
kumpares fishpond inst 
Roger how to attach : 
hook and where it wa 
was a hot day and the 
under a tree, just waiti 


IRERE 


RESIAS 
TEPH BRAVO 


pally like going to his /o/o's 
brovince. The house was 
had many rooms. Lolo said 
е Spanish era and it man- 
War 2. It was that old. 
he would spend a week 
Ẹr sister, Janie. 

0 years old. His sister was 
how ever would he find 
use that would be fun for 
. And he still couldn't think 


»oking for some pieces of 
>п he stumbled upon the 
ere's an old kite in there, 


verything was covered with 
so stale, he immediately 
) let some fresh air in. 

а aloud to no one in par- 
el so lazy,” he announced 


sre looked interesting. But 
-the antique chairs, the 
xes, the old cabinets and 
2—were all so crammed 
hat he would have to take 
he by one, to get a good 
ff. 

| piece of furniture that 
crammed mess. It was a 
as old as the house. 

the mirror before but he 
+ him the creeps. And he 
rather look for string in 
һе next barangay when 
е room. 

› out now,” Roger said. 
ind mom wouldn't like it 


led free from her broth- 
| with delight when she 
. She wiggled and danced 
wn. 

are having fun in there." 
1 the kitchen where he 


tid. “She really likes the 


hen,” he said. Shush- 
vodegaandintothe _ 4 
h it up for her and 
1" 


›рег'з grandfa- 
hg them to his 
гад. Lolotaught 
| worm to a fishing 
Б best to cast his line. It 
y were all happy to be 
ng for fish to bite. They 


even took a dip in a nearby river after Roger and 


"Th erosa Lolo caught four tilapia. 
* "Y When they got home, the mirror was still in 
А the bodega and Janie had forgotten all about it. 
burned in Lolo cooked the tilapia in coconut milk and they 


all had a hearty meal. 

That evening, Roger couldn't sleep. Lolo was 
already snoring and Janie was fast asleep. Still 
Roger couldn't figusre out what was bugging him. 

Then, he suddenly remembered where he 
had seen the mirror before. 

When he was younger—probably around 6 
years old—Roger had a strange and scary dream. 


his hand. 


He let go of 


it and he In his dream was a young girl his age. She 
wore a long, white dress. She was carrying a 
doll that looked exactly like her. 

was sud- *Hello, cousin!" she said to him. He followed 


her to a beautiful house. The little girl knocked on 
the big, heavy door. An old woman opened it. 

“Nana Cela,” the girl said “this is my cousin." 
Roger peeped into the room. The table was laden 
with a lot of good stuff to eat. There.was lechon, 
fresh fruits, chicken adobo, and Roger's favorite 
dessert, maja blanca. There were people eating 
at the table—a tall, handsome gentleman with a 
thick moustache in military uniform; a beautiful 
dark-haired woman dressed in a fine red silk 
dress; a boy and a girl about 10 years old. There 
were two empty seats. 

“Ah, Lucia, you're late for dinner again!" the 
beautiful woman said sternly. Then, she smiled: 
at Roger. 

“Hello there, join us won't you?" she said to 
him. Roger nodded vigorously. At the table, 
the man smiled at him and offered him more 
food. 

After dinner, he followed Lucia to the sala. 

He felt very shy. The beautiful woman 
went to the piano and played a sad 
song. 

Then she started to sing a 
lullaby. He felt very sleepy. The 
beautiful woman carried him to 
bed. He did not know why he 
called her Mama but she didn't 
get angry. She only smiled and 
kissed his cheek. In his hand she 
put a heavy silver rosary. 

The bed felt very soft. But then 
there was a knock at the door. He 
got up to see who it was but there 

was no one. When he went out of 

the bedroom, there were still peo- 
ple in the living room. But they 
looked different. They moved far too 
slowly! And their clothes! They 

looked like the people he saw in 

black-and-white photographs. 

At once Roger started to run. 
Lucia! Lucia! he called. But he could 
not find her. The house was full of 

twists and turns! There was no way 
out. 
Somewhere he could hear the beauti- 


denly 
pulled into 
the world 
behind the 


mirror." 


um 


ful woman singing to him. "I'd like to return..." 
he heard her sigh. Then she was right in front of 
him. She hugged him tightly. 

Then Roger saw a large mirror behind her. 
“Ah!” he yelled. The rosary burned in his hand. 
He let go of it and he was suddenly pulled into 
the world behind the mirror. 


“AND it's that same mirror," Roger was telling 
Lolo as he was cooking breakfast the next day. 

Lolo understood everything. 

“You're very lucky," he said. “Do you know 
why my grandfather bought that mirror?" 

Roger shook his head. 

“Because my grandmother died in the revo- 
lution when Manila was captured," Lolo said. 
"The mirror belonged to the owner of the house 
where she was hiding at the time. He somehow 
believed that the mirror would bring her back 
to him." 

"Really?" said Roger. 

“Ghosts are very lonely,” he said. "They long 
to be in the outside world again, but they don't 
understand that things are different now." 

just then, Janie came out the bedroom yawn- 
ing. "What's for breakfast,” she asked, her eyes 
still half-closed. “What will we do today? Can 
we go somewhere? I'm getting bored." 

And before Roger could answer, his Zolosaid, 
"We're going to church to have a mirror blessed 
and then we'll take it back home." 

Janie, still very sleepy, then said "Oh you 
mean Lucia's mirror?" 

Roger and Lolo suddenly looked at each 
other. And without a word, got up, took Janie 
and rushed the mirror to the nearest church. 


Anna, 19, is a Sociology major at tbe Univer- 
sity of tbe Pbilippines, Diliman. 

Steph is JI's staff artist and likes to have an air 
of mystery about ber. 
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Math whiz Drake Pinchart speaks three languages, belps classmates with their homework 
and enjoys fixing bis own room 


BY CHRISTINE C. RIVERO 


“BONJOUR” Drake greeted us in front of his 
house. In French, that means “Good day!” 

French was the first language nine-year- 
old Drake Kevin Pinchart ever learned, his 
father being a Belgian national. Now, a third- 
grader at the French School in Eurocampus, 
Parafiaque, Drake is learning to speak Eng- 
lish and even a little Filipino too. 

“I like playing computer, basketball...I 
ride my bike outside and my scooter,” says 
Drake and we understand his English just fine, “I 
also like to play with my brother hide-and-seek and 
fighting!” 

Eh? He likes to fight with his little brother? “No,” 
he says, laughing, “(we just play) like wrestlers!” 

Happy helper 

Always ready with a joke or a funny story, Drake 
smiles and laughs easily. That’s one reason why 
friends often approach him for help with their les- 
sons, especially in math. Although, he says, “Some- 


times they ask me, ‘How can you know this an- „ 


V 


swer? and I do not tell them." 
He explains, "They must learn to find the 
answer!" И 
Instead, Drake says he helps them under- 
stand the problem better. "You have to read 
very well the question," he points out. 
The best way to study math, accord- 
ing to Drake, is to choose the right 
problems to solve first. "The difficult 
ones I do last," he says, "I do the 
easiest first." 
At home, Drake can be counted 
on to help with some chores too, 
including making his own bed. “If 
it's not fixed yet, I fix it," he says, 
“because it is my bedroom." 
After playing with his little 
brother Tyler, Drake also keeps 
the toys himself. “When my 
toys are scattered by my 
brother, I put them.back,” he 
says, explaining simply that 
“I want to do it by myself." 
Future millionaire? 
When we ask him what 
he wants to be when he 
grows up, Drake replies with 
a small grin, "I just want to 


VOILA. Drake the funny 
эчү in a very neat room. 
Hey, boys, how about 

1. following his example? . 


be 10 years old or 12 years old then I want to have a 
Tamiya and a big race track, a really big one!" 
But, um, we ask again, what about when 
he's really grown up? Drake answers with a 
bigger smile, "When I'm 18 years old, I want 
to join Who Wants to Be a Millionaire." 
Ob-la-la, we say, if he wins, what will he 
do with all that money? *I want a gift for my 
mom and dad,” he begins, “then I want to go 
out to the store and buy some chips." 

Er, all that money and all he wants to do is buy 
chips??? With an even bigger smile Drake tells us, 
*No, sometimes I can also buy some bubblegum." 

Ah well, Drake really is quite the joker. Something 
tells us, though, that whatever Drake decides to do in 

the future, he'll be really 
aM good at ii—or, as they'd say 
in French, trés bien. 


^ PHOTOBY BHETOY. 
MCU ARSC I I bed ы e > 


<= 


^ 


‘Rrific kids are smart 

‘Rrific kids are fun 

Some aren't in the honors list 
But get their homework done 


Somehow the world's 

а better place 

1 know this much is true 
Hey 'Rrific kid! 


. We know yov're there 


We love you ‘cause you're you! 


If you think you're ‘Rriffic’ or know 
someone who is, fill out the nomina- 
tion form below and send it to: 


Junior Inquirer 

'KIDS'R'RRIFIC' Page 

Phil. Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces cor. 
Yague & Mascardo Sts. 

1231 Макай City 


Chosen nominees will be featured on 
this page and will get a free Junior 
Inquirer T-shirt! 


| Kid 'r'rrific. . 


nomination form 


1 nominate: 


Age: 


I think she's/he's ‘Rrific 
because: 

(Here's a tip! Write a detailed 
description of a good deed, 
project or accomplishment by 
your nominee.) 


She/he lives at 


and studies at 


Her/his contact number is: 


Sender's Name: 


Sender's Age & School: t 


, 


Sender’s Address: x 


A NT? 
Sender's Contact No. 
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BY CHRISTINE C. RIVERO 


"[ ALWAYS wanted to do something with my 
hands," says Tita Lanelle, "Maybe because I lived 
in a place where I could see sculptures being made." 

Tita Lanelle, whose full name is Lanelle Abueva 
Ferando, grew up beside the house of her uncle, 
the National Artist for Sculpture, Napoleon Abueva. 

*He's the brother of my dad," she says, “1 would 
see him and his workers work with wood, cement, 
marble, metals, clay." It fascinated her, she told us, 
how these materials could later have spectacular 
forms and shapes. 

Later in college, Tita Lanelle says she tried to 
take up advertising, "but I really could not draw." 
That's when she decided to do what she's always 
wanted to do—make handicrafts. Specifically, re- 
ally nifty ones made of clay. 

“I studied in Japan for three years to make ce- 
ramics then one more year in the States," says Tita 
Lanelle, but her early creations, she admits, weren't 
exactly perfect. 

Smiling, she explains, "It's the funniest thing 
when you have that piece of clay on top of the 
(pottery) wheel and it starts getting wobbly then, it 
FLIES across the room!" 

By now, though, Tita Lanelle has the technique 
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поле ена 


Tita Lanelle Abueva 
Fernando describes 
herself as “someone who 
plays with clay” 


down perfectly. “No more flying clay,” she says with 
a grin. 

At her studio in Antipolo, she makes ceramics 
for hotels and other clients while at the same time 
running a small café called The Crescent Moon Café. 
Here in Manila, Tita Lanelle teaches students of all 
ages how to make and paint their own ceramics in 
a shop called Pottery Exchange. 

To make the colors all shiny, Tita Lanelle says 
the ceramics have to be “cooked” in a kiln for 12- 
14 hours. "It's always a surprise when you open 
the kiln,” she says, “sometimes you get a different 
shape and color.” 

Being able to always experiment is one of the 
most fun things about what she does, says Tita 
Lanelle. “Many times I sit at the wheel and I really 
don’t know what shape I want to make,” she says, 
“Sometimes I say want to form a bowl or a vase, 
but only when I know that I have to stop (spinning 
the wheel), that’s when the design comes out.” 

Her two daughters seem to think what Tita 
Lanelle does is cool too because, as Tita Lanelle 
points out, “They like playing with clay too.” 


Visit Tita Lanelle at Pottery Exchange, Garden 
Level, Bonaventure Building, Ortigas Ave., San Juan 
MM. 


Do you know a grown-up who 

@ is fun to be with 

@ has an exciting job 

@ keeps an amazing hobby 

@ is all of the above??? 
If you know a grown-up whom all 
kids will love, give him or her the 
stamp: 

A.K.A. COOL 


Just fill out the nomination form 
below and tell us why your fave 
grown-up is the absolute coolest. If 
your nominee is chosen, YOU'LL get 


| a free Д T-shirt! Now that’s really cool. 


| „А. COOL 

| is an 'adult known as cool 
| They're the folks 

| in our own family 
| 
| 


Or the people 
we meet in school, 


| 1 nominate А 
| He/She is. years old and is 
| my : 
| Here are five super solid 

| reasons why I think you should 
| write about him/her:* 


| Des — 
| 2 ; 
13 H 
14 E 
| an 

3: 
| 
| My nominee lives at. 

Give him/her a call at 

or send him/ 


| 

| 

| 

| her an e-mail 
| : 
| . By the way, Pm 


— years old. 
My address is 


| 

| 

| 

| А 

| You may call me at 
| 

Е 


E 
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CATS & DOGS. It’s the age-old battle 
between Canis familiaris and Felis 
Silvestris, but with gadgets that would 
put 007 to shame. Watch this funny 
but amazing movie about the war be- 
tween cats and dogs. Quick! Watch 
“Cats & Dogs” when it opens in Metro 
Manila on Aug. 1. 

THE EMPEROR’S GROOVIN’. You 
loved it on the big screen. Now you 
can groove with “The Emperor’s New 
Groove” over and over again with the 
newly-released video version. It is a 
story of an arrogant and egocentric em- 
peror named Kuzco, who is turned into 
a talking llama by his devious advisor, 
Yzma. The former emperor then winds 
up with Pacha, a simple peasant evicted 
from his land by Kuzco’s plans for a 
summer home. Through this humbling 
experience, Kuzco learns the value of 
friendship and realizes the goodness in 
each person. Available on VHS and VCD 
formats, and soon on DVD, at video 
stores, SM Department Stores and Tower 
Records outlets. 


By Marlet Р. Salazar. 


dresses. 


Got something for Out There? 
Send us the info two weeks in advance. Our 
fax numbers are 897-4793 up to 94. Don’t for- 
get to include your contact numbers and ad- 


Cable Picks 

NOAH'S FLOOD. The oxygen-deprived 
waters of the Black Sea hold many mys- 
teries. National Geographic Explorer-in- 
Residence Dr. Robert Ballard leads his 
ninth expedition to look for proof that 
people were living here at the time. of 
an ancient flood—which, according to a 
controversial theory, may have inspired 
stories of Noah's Flood. Catch the “Quest 
for Noah’s Flood” on Sunday, July 29, 9 
p.m. on the National Geographic Chan- 
nel. 

DIVE WITH THE WHALES. There is a 
magical place off the western coast of 
Australia, where humpbacks come to 
mate, give birth and teach their young 
how to survive. Curt and Mich Jenner, 
the couple who discovered this secret 
location, bring footages of the playful 
behavior of these creatures. Off the coast 
of North America, cinematographer 
Mitsuaki Iwago maneuvers a specially 
rigged camera deep into the Pacific to 
capture the surprising behavior of hump- 
back whales. In the cold Arctic waters, 
watch Bowheads as they trawl up huge 
quantities of tiny shrimp-like 
creatures. Check all these mag- 
nificent whales in a three-hour 
special of “whale-watching” on 
July 28, 7 p.m. on the National 
Geographic Channel. 

Check This Out 

| LISTEN TO COOLSOUNDS. 
Kids and parents can enjoy in- 
spirational songs from semi- 
narians as they honor the 
forthcoming quadricentennial 
(that’s 400 years!) anniversary 
of the Colegio de San Jose, 
which was established in Au- 
gust 25, 1601. “Tinig San Jose 


Contests 

BE PART OF BATCH RTO. The search 
is on for the next Batch RTO! Do you 
value knowledge, true friendship, 
health and doing one’s best? You could 
be one of the 10 young people cho- 
sen to promote these values. Batch RTO 
(Royal Tru-Orange) Search 2001 is open 
to all Filipinos from ages 12 to 16. Can- 
didates should have varied interests, 
should enjoy discovering new things 
and should have a zest for life. Win- 
ners will experience the Batch RTO 
Youth Camp, a nine-day eco-cultural 
tour from Baguio to Davao. They will 
be given pocket money worth P25,000. 
Whew! That's a lot! They will also be 
awarded a computer course at STI and 
will each receive a brand new compu- 
ter. Wowa-wee! Get your application 
forms from Coca Cola plants, selected 
sales offices, Sky Cable offices and se- 
lected schools throughout the country. 
Just remember kids, the deadline is on 
Aug. 4. 


2: Sa Habang Panahon” is а 
gesture of gratitude to all who have been 
a part of this institution and to God, who 
continues to seek us for all time. 

On the Web 
MUSEO GOES ONLINE. Museo Pambata 
joins the World Wide Web with its new 
website, www.museopambata.org, 
which is hosted by Philonline. You can 
explore the theme rooms to see what's 
cool when you go to Museo Pambata, 
check out how to be a member and its 
birthday party packages. The site also 
includes Tuklas Likha, Museo Pambata’s 
quarterly newsletter. 
LESSONS.PH. There's a new website 
that can help you with your lessons in 
school. lessons.ph is the first and only 
educational website in the country cre- 
ated for Filipino grade school students. 
Kids can answer the questions online 
and immediately get feedback if their 
answers are right. The exercises are so 
helpful for reviews or just before long 
quizzes and exams. Log on now to 
www.lessons.ph. 


Fruits... 


Scientificaliy 


| 

| 

7 1 | 

Speaking | 

- | 

| 

AN APPLE, by any other 11 

monicker, would taste | 

as sweet, right...but | 

wouldn't it be impressive if you can utter its scientific | 
name, too? In each number, try matching the familiar | 
with the unfamiliar. Some of the Latin terms could | 
offer clues to the fruit^s identity, but the rest might just | 
as well be Greek. Good luck! | 
| 

___1. Apple А. Citrus sinensis | 
___2. Orange B. Cucumis melo | 
___3. Mango C. Fragaria virginaria | 
___4. Banana D. Musa paradisiaca | 
___5. Grape E. Averrhoacarambola | 
___6. Guava Е Psidium guajava | 
___у. Avocado G. Frunusavium | 
__8. Melon H. Mangifera indica | 
9. Kalamansi L Cocos nucifera | 
___10. Balimbing J Vitis vinifera | 
11. Lanzones К. Ananas comosus | 
____12. Strawberry І Citrus madurensis | 
____13. Pineapple M. LIansium | 
domesticum | 

— 14. Cherry N. Perseaamericana | 
. 15. Coconut O. Malus domestica | 
xm | 

„Answers : 1 
“SL TOT fs | 

5'yl 1 6 ay | 

зт яз н | 

DE NL ve | 

ИТТ d 9 OT | 


# A — FAREED TARTE E EOE A ETE үр EE 
& Ratings : ў 


рн O шудыр др нгсн РИНЕН i tit alus... adi 


superbrain ! 
18 - 20 


excellent I 
14 - 17 


" - Have hours of puppet funi и 
Simply cuf along the dotted lines 

t — and paste the puppet onto a piece 
em of cardboard. Then, attach it to an 

«, unsharpened stick or pencil with o 
strip of tape across the back. 


THE. 
T en 
БОХ! 


by Katrina B. Villa 


BY DAVID GILBERT 
BUCKLES, THE CARNIVORE, “| „5 
ол FoR 


А AS A WOLF IN SHEEPS CLOTHING, THE SHEEP BLINDLY bO ABOUT THEIR GRAZING, 
AN BIENING'S HE'S ABLE To INFILTRATE AN ME THAT DEATH LITERALLY 15 
NE! UNWITTING FLOCK OF SHEEP AND RUSHING AbAINST THEIR SHOULDERS AS THE 
а SEARCHES FOR THE MOST TENDER FIERCE HUNTER. SIFTS THRDUbH THE FLOCK 

OF THE CHOPS! LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT LOIN! 


: ASP THAT'S DNE 
er 
OME Тат! 


Hey kiddo, ae how епо tender plump beans HE) па оћ-ѕо- filling 


ed | 
In sweet thick sauce s sila'y a-swimwing. EAN 


Talagang sweet-sarap, 2% a taste na panalo 
Kaya І ат sure gs magugustuhan natin ito, 


fortified with Vitamin EO À pwede ын xm D oras pa 


0 л ера ato I RV 
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“New improved a Pure foods Pork b Beans, | 


-— 
'A-Ok kasama sa B | sarap аў Saya. >: 


PUREFOODS 
se, HORMEL 


The Purefoods-Hormel Company 


